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What to do on an unusually warm (mid-50s) Christmas Day in Andover? 
How about take a dip in Highland Lake! Not remembering when the 

last time the lake had been ice-free on Christmas, John Braley decided he 
wanted to jump in for a picture. He told his friends, who told more friends, 
then a Facebook post, and we had a crowd! About 100 people showed 
up, with about 45 of them jumping in the icy cold water with their Santa 
outfi ts, Santa hats, and ugly sweaters. Lots of laughs and cold feet made 
for a fun time. In the spirit of the holiday, food donations and $600 were 
raised for the Andover Food Pantry.
 Caption: Jen Braley. Photo: Katie Keyser.

Forest Fire Warden to Propose 
New Truck at Town Meeting

One-ton needed to 
fi ght fi res in the woods
Stephen Barton, Forest Fire Warden

There will be a warrant article at 
Town Meeting to raise money for a 
one-ton fi refi ghting truck. As Forest 
Fire Warden, I’ve studied this issue a lot 
over the past couple of years, and there’s 
a lot you should know before you make 
up your mind. It can’t all fi t in the war-
rant article, so here’s some of the back-
ground information I think you’ll want 

to know.
The fi rst question I always get is, 

“Why isn’t the Fire Department pro-
posing this?” In New Hampshire, for-
est fi re wardens and their teams don’t 
fall under the local fi re departments. 
Instead, they’re under the state Division 
of Forests and Lands.

But here’s the kicker – forest fi re war-
dens don’t get a budget from the state. 
Instead, forest fi res are a line item on 
the Town budget, so every year Town 

A skid unit similar to the one that will be requested at Town Meeting.

Easy access creates 
security concerns
Jane Slayton, AE/MS principal

The Andover Elementary/Middle 
School community looks forward to 
any opportunities that bring towns-
people into our school. We love to show 
off our bulletin boards fi lled with amaz-
ing art work and to interact with and 
learn from our multi-talented commu-
nity members on SHARE Day. We are 
overjoyed to see the number of parents 
and grandparents who share our special 
meal days (Grandparent Thanksgiving 
and Parent Breakfast) and many other 
events throughout the year.

We also welcome the busy buzz that 
accompanies Town Meeting day with a 
gym full of community members. We 
look forward to having our students see 
what being part of a fl ourishing com-

munity is all about. We love receiv-
ing compliments at the end of the day 
from the moderator and others who 
have spent the day in the gym and are 
impressed with the well-mannered stu-
dents. We’ve even adjusted our lunch 
menu in the past because we knew one 
poll worker always looked forward to 
our macaroni and cheese.

However, opening up the building 
for voting presents problems for us in 
keeping our school safe. If you visit AE/
MS on a regular school day, the only en-
trance that is open is the main door by 
the offi ce. Visitors are greeted by Mrs. 
Parenteau, Ms. Turk, or Ms. Slayton. 
Business is taken care of at the offi ce 
window, or if there is a reason to come 
into the building, the visitor is let in 
through the locked door. We know who 
is in our school building at all times and 

AE/MS is No Longer 
Andover’s Ideal Polling Place

The Andover Business and Resourc-
es Directory will be mailed to all 
Andover postal addresses in early 
February.

Andover Business Directory 
Coming in February

Latest project of ACA
Press release

A new 88-page edition of the 
Andover Business and Resource Direc-
tory is to be mailed to all Andover postal 
addresses in early February. Compiled 
by volunteers of the Andover Commu-
nity Association (ACA), the directory is 
an updated version of a similar booklet 
titled Our Town, published in 2009 by 
the Andover Service Club.

In addition to providing contact in-
formation for over 300 area businesses 
and resources, the new directory in-
cludes sections on local history, places 
of interest in Andover, community or-
ganizations and recreation, and the ad-
vertisements of nearly 100 businesses 
and organizations whose contributions 
fund the directory’s publication.

The product of a Community Com-
munications Group assembled under 
the ACA umbrella, the directory was 
compiled by Susan Chase, Margo 
Coolidge, Gisela Darling, and Sooze 
Hodgson, with the help of Charlie Dar-
ling and Steve Foley at The Andover 
Beacon.

Commenting on the support re-
ceived from local advertisers and The 
Andover Beacon staff, Sooze said: “We 
began this project unsure of whether 
we could fi nd the fi nancial backing to 
underwrite its printing. Our goal was to 
make it easy for residents to fi nd local 
businesses and organizations that can 
meet their needs, and we were delighted 
when these same businesses and orga-
nizations were so generous with their 
support in order to make it happen. In 
addition, the folks at the Beacon were 
an absolute joy to work with.”

After the directory is distributed to 

all Andover residents, the ACA work-
ing group that compiled it hopes to 
turn its attention to additional ways to 
strengthen communication links among 
Andover residents. Anyone interested 
in helping with future projects is invited 
to contact the ACA committee at Ando-
verCommunity03216@gmail.com.

The ACA is a year-old non-profi t 
organization launched to help nurture 
a more resilient and sustainable local 
community. Other projects include the 
Andover Community Coffeehouse, 
held on the third Friday evening of each 
month in the Highland Lake Grange 
Hall; and the Andover Institute, which 
offers discussion groups, activities, and 
classes on topics to meet a variety of in-
terests. 

See Polling  on page 2

See Truck  on page 2
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The Beacon Seeks to Hire 
a New Publisher/Editor

New plan makes it 
a part-time position
Charlie Darling, Beacon staff

In the October issue, the Board of 
Directors announced that I’d be retiring 
and that they were looking for someone 
to replace me as Executive Director and 
Publisher of The Andover Beacon. To-
day, four months later, the succession is 
very much on track, though on a rather 
different track than the one outlined in 
the October issue.
One Job Becomes Three

When we received no inquiries about 
my position as described in the Octo-
ber issue, we went back to the drawing 
board, got some really good input from 
the community, and came up with Suc-
cession Plan B – replace my full-time 
position with three part-time positions:

• a Production Manager to handle all 
the technology, design, and layout 
of the Beacon, the Town Report, 
and the other community publish-

ing projects we’re involved with
• a Bookkeeper to handle the day-to-

day bookkeeping functions
• a Publisher/Editor to be the face of 

the Beacon in the community and 
to manage the fl ow of articles, pho-
tos, and ads from the community to 
our production team

The Production Manager and Pub-
lisher/Editor are each approximately 
half-time part-time jobs; the Bookkeep-
er is closer to 10%. So across the three 
positions, we will comfortably replace 
my full-time position.

Plan B is defi nitely on track. The 
Board is very pleased to announce that 
Steve Foley, who has been helping with 
the production for almost two years, has 
agreed to step up and become Produc-
tion Manager. The transition is under-
way and is going very smoothly.

The Board is also pleased to an-
nounce that Shelley Geoghegan (pro-
nounced “gay-gan”) is our new Book-

access is controlled.
This process is in place for security 

reasons. We are charged with keeping 
our students and staff members safe. 
We want our parents to be assured ev-
ery day that we are doing everything 
within our control to maintain a safe 
building for their children.

When the community is in the build-
ing for voting, we have the main lobby 
doors wide open, and people come and 
go all day. Many of the voters who 
come into the building are familiar to 
us; but many are not.

We totally understand and acknowl-
edge that the schools are, in many ways, 
a perfect polling place because of acces-
sibility, parking, and the large size of the 
space available. We also view the school 
building as a community building and 
are not looking to shut people out.

However, we are trying to come up 
with a solution that works for every-
body. We have called area schools that 
have voting during the school day and 
have found that in most cases, there are 
separate entrances preventing the gen-
eral public and the students from shar-
ing the same spaces.

At AE/MS it is impossible to close 
different sections of our building. Stu-
dents have their lunch on the stage 
overlooking the gym. Bathrooms are 
shared. Students and community mem-
bers pass each other in the lobby.

The conversation has started be-
tween Police Chief Glenn Laramie, the 
Andover School Board, AE/MS ad-

Polling  from page 1 ministration, the Andover Selectmen, 
and Town administration. We want to 
come up with a solution that works for 
everybody, because we realize that AE/
MS is a familiar and convenient place 
for voters.

You will notice a very quiet building 
during voting on Town Meeting Day on 
Tuesday, March 8. The students will not 
be in school that day. It has been sched-
uled as a Teacher Workshop Day. Stu-
dents will not be present, and teachers 
will use the day for professional train-
ing. This is sad, but it is one solution.

However, because we couldn’t plan 
ahead for the New Hampshire Primary 
on Tuesday, February 9, our students 
will be in school that day. As principal, 
I am confi dent that Chief Laramie and I 
will have a plan for the day.

I know that Andover is not the only 
town wrestling with this moral dilem-
ma. Many towns and cities are having 
the same discussion, including nearby 
Franklin.

We grieve the loss of innocence in 
our modern society at large, and we 
regret that the heart of our community 
can no longer easily accommodate and 
be home to an act that is the heart of 
our democracy. While town voting 
will most likely not continue at AE/MS 
while school is in session, it is with a 
heavy heart that we will lose even one 
chance to interact with the community 
we love.

We look forward to partnering with 
the community and will play a part in 
any solution and communication effort 
needed to help solve the problem. 

Meeting votes on the money we’ll need 
for the equipment, training, and labor to 
fi ght woods fi res for the coming year.

So the Town has paid for most of the 
forestry equipment we use, though we 
purchased our Gator utility vehicle with 
a grant, and the East Andover Fire De-
partment bought us the trailer we use 
for all our fi refi ghting equipment.
The Missing Piece

What we’re missing is a way to pull 
our equipment trailer into the woods 
when there’s a fi re. Currently, we use our 
personal vehicles, which is asking a lot 
of our team. And it raises some tough is-
sues about liability and insurance.

The warrant at Town Meeting would 
solve this problem. We’re proposing 
a one-ton Ford F-550 fl atbed. It is very 
much like the Town’s new truck, which 
our Road Agent is very happy with and 
would buy again. I believe that is the 
smallest truck that’s adequate to tow our 

Truck  from page 1 equipment trailer where it needs to go.
On the fl atbed of the truck would 

be a “skid unit” which would turn it 
into a fi refi ghting truck. Salisbury has 
a skid unit, and they say it works well 
for them. I’ve done a lot of research and 
think the FireLite FDHP-303-200 unit 
would serve us well.

I considered a lot of other possibilities 
before recommending this truck and this 
skid unit. For example, Boscawen uses 
a pick-up truck, but I think it’s just not 
adequate for Andover’s tougher terrain.

Wilmot built their own skid unit, and 
they saved some money by doing it, but 
not much. It took a lot of donated time 
to do it, and of course there’s no war-
ranty on the rig as a whole. And what 
about liability issues if it were to fail? I 
don’t think we want to go that way.

I looked at bigger trucks and bigger 
skid units, but they’re more than we 
need. I think the one-ton with the Fire-
Lite skid unit is the right size for us.

The warrant article will be for about 
$76,800 for the truck, the skid unit, 
lighting, radios, and lettering. The de-
tails about how the deal will be struc-
tured – like will the warrant article 
propose a lease or not? – are still being 
worked out. All those details should be 
in the next issue of the Beacon.

We’ve put a lot of thought into this 
proposal, and we think it’s the right way 
to go. I hope you’ll vote in favor of the 
warrant article at Town Meeting. 

See Publisher  on page 5

41 Main Street
New London NH 03257

603-526-2955
www.lakesunapee.net

angeli@tds.net

Luxury and Location!
Perfectly situated to accentuate hilltop views, this 

home off ers space, picturesque views and an indoor 
swimming pool. A true year-round retreat!

Wilmot 
$469,000

Fenton's Construction, Inc.
"Don't Hate It, Rebuild It"

• Renovate
• Repair
• Restore
• Energy Upgrades

848-5598 • LFenton_216@comcast.net

Check the 
Web Site!

Did you know that many of these 
articles have been available at 

AndoverBeacon.com 
for two or three weeks? 

Visit AndoverBeacon.com!
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American Legion Wants to 
Hear of Problems with VA

Compiling a list of 
experiences with VA
Press release

There have been many stories na-
tionally of the failings of the Veterans 
Administration (VA) for health care and 
support for veterans. There are some re-
ports of long waiting periods for medi-
cal appointments, loss of paperwork, 
and delay in action on disability appli-
cations and other business.

Andover’s American Legion Cros-
by-Gilbert Post 101 is concerned 
with whether there are veterans in the 

Andover area having similar problems 
with the Veterans Administration, and 
we are compiling a list of experiences 
that local veterans have had in attempts 
to claim their benefi ts.

If you have had or are having a prob-
lem with the VA, make a note of it and 
send it to us or call Post 101 members 
Bill Leber at 735-5144 or Jim Reed at 
402 219-3466. 

ReVision Energy Completes 
24 Andover Solar Projects in 2015

Second only to 
Falmouth, with 27
Press release

By all measures, 2015 was a record 
breaking year for the solar industry, 
and ReVision Energy of New Hamp-
shire and Maine was no exception. We 
are very proud of the work we’ve done 
and the people we get to do it with – our 
staff and you, our community.

Here are some fun facts looking 
back at 2015:

We installed 592 individual solar 
electric projects, for a total of 5.7 mega-
watts of solar – that’s as much as we in-
stalled in 2013 and 2014 combined!

That’s 17,643 solar modules, enough 
to cover 6 acres of land with solar pan-
els.

Our 2015 contribution of solar pan-
els will produce roughly 7,000,000 
kilowatt-hours of clean energy – each 
and every year – for 25+ years. What 
does that mean for the environment? 
The equivalent of:

• Eliminating the need for 321,552 
gallons of oil

• Taking 602 vehicles off the road
• Eliminating the burning of 

3,000,000 pounds of coal
• Restoring 2,342 acres of forest
Where did we install solar? Lead-

ing the pack is Falmouth, Maine (27), 
followed by Andover (24), Portland, 
Maine (18), New London (13), and 
Concord (12), with 217 other towns and 
cities in Maine, New Hampshire, and 
Massachusetts represented!

We installed solar for a number of 

really interesting locations: six schools, 
including Proctor Academy; one choc-
olatier, one ice arena, one Unitarian 
church, and one granola-making facil-
ity. 

Andover came in second among all 
the towns in which ReVision Energy 
installed solar projects in 2015, with 
24 projects completed.

At a recent meeting of Andover’s American Legion Post 101, Depart-
ment Vice Commander and Department Membership Chairman Tom 

Wiley of Post 22, Lebanon (center) presented the Post 101 Commander 
Henry “Skip” Powers (left), Adjutant Richard “Dick” Powers (not present 
for the photo), and Post Senior Vice Commander Bill Leber with National 
American Legion membership award pins for the 2014-2015 member-
ship year, as the Post attained over 100% membership. As a sign of the 
renewed energy of Post 101, it has already reached 100% for the 2015-
2016 membership year as well!

Your Community Bank Since 1899

Just snap a picture with 
your phone and MOBILE 
DEPOSIT routes the money 
straight to your account. 

Visit a branch near you 
to sign up today.

NOW

FREE 

Deposit checks when  
and where YOU want!

MOBILE DEPOSIT! 

888.627.2662
mascomabank.com

Spaghetti Supper! Spaghetti Supper! 
Saturday, February 20

5–7 PM at Immaculate Conception Church in Andover. 
$8 adults, $3 children 6–12, under 6, free!

Al
l y

ou 
can

 eat…Spaghetti, Meatballs, Salad, Beverage, Olive Garden Breadsticks & Dessert!

Do You Have 
EXTRA EGGS 

From Your Hens?
Donate them to the 
ANDOVER FOOD 

PANTRY

TOWN MATTERS!
The Beacon needs volunteers to help 
with reporting about town news. If you 

can help, call Charlie at 735-6099
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INDEX OF ADVERTISERSINDEX OF ADVERTISERS
AUTOMOTIVE

Blackwater Auto Body 11
Keyser’s Garage 9
Lauridsen Auto Body 5
Marshall’s Garage 12
S & P Auto 37
TNT Auto Body Shop 37
Walker Automotive 6

DINING, LODGING, & HOSPITALITY
Andover Barn at Highland Lake Inn 19
Arctic Dreams 37
Blackwater Junction Restaurant 32
Granny Judy’s Restaurant 13
MacKenna’s Restaurant 24
Pizza Chef 34
Tarte Café and Bakery 23

EVENTS & FUNDRAISERS
Andover Budget Committee 

Public Hearings 10
Andover Community Coffeehouse 34
Andover Service Club 

Spring Art and Craft Show 22
Danbury Winter Farmers Market 32
EAVP Spaghetti Dinner & Raffl e 39
Immaculate Conception Church

Spaghetti Supper 3
Proctor Ski Area Open House 38

HELP WANTED
AE/MS Substitutes 36

HOME & GARDEN PRODUCTS
Clarke’s Hardware 25
The Constant Quilter 20
Floorcraft 9
Forest Cone and Evergreen 33
From House Too Home 26
Gimpy’s Furniture 33
Ken Reid Antiques 9
Spring Ledge Farm 26

HOME & GARDEN SERVICES
AD&G Fuel 23
All & Awl Repair 39
Ayer & Goss Fuels 15
Byron’s Septic 16
Capitol Alarm Systems 23
Dumpster Depot 21
Les Fenton Construction 2
Granite Garage Doors 14
Guillemette Tree Service 36
Huckleberry Heating Oil 12
J&B Landscaping 29
J. Mac’s Service and Repair 26
Labbe Painting 7
Marceau and Sons 8
Mead & Braley Standing Seam 10
Mike Merritt, Master Electrician 33
Clayton A. Miller Plumbing 33
Mr Steam & Sons 15
Mark Thompson Excavating 32
Tilton Trailer Rental 28

The Village Sweep 17
HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES

Andover Congregational Church 17
Andover Food Pantry 3, 29
Appletree Opticians 32
Dan Bezon, Chiropractor 26
Chadwick Funeral Service 27
Colonial Pharmacy 37
Franklin Mayor’s Drug Task Force 36
Franklin VNA & Hospice 31
Kearsarge Unitarian Universalist 17
Lake Sunapee Region VNA & Hospice 30
Life Long Care 39
LRGHealthcare 18
New London Hospital 28
Ragged Mountain Physical Therapy 35
Roberts Scarlett Pharmacy 27
Smart Memorial Home 26
Tilton Medical Associates 35
Woodcrest Village 29

PETS & ANIMALS
Mountain High Kennel 33
Pawsitive Kinection Grooming 32
Pleasant Lake Veterinary Hospital 24
Tack Room 11

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Barton Insurance Agency 16
Jay C Boynton Law Offi ce 24
Bristol Insurance Agency 6
Colby Insurance Group 22
ERC Associates 24
AW Frost Agency 24
Debra Livingston, CLTC 11
Mascoma Bank 3
Seufert Law Offi ces 9

REAL ESTATE
Angeli & Associates 2
Coldwell Banker Milestone Real Estate 7
Country Houses Real Estate 5

RECREATION & ENTERTAINMENT
Pine Hill Ski Club 35
Mountainside Racquet & Fitness 26
Ragged View Farm Sleigh Rides 20

SCHOOLS & LESSONS
Imagination Inn 37
Inner Peace Tai Chi 19, 33
Jimmy Sferes, Guitar Instruction 14

SERVICES
The Andover Beacon 
 Donations, Advertising, Subscriptions 4
Halcyon Quilting 19
Joan Marie’s Tanning & Hair Styling 22
New Horizons Hairstylists 7
Sun4U Tanning 24

SHOPS
Andover Service Club Thrift Shop 22
Gourmet Garden 26
Jake’s Market 35

LOCAL BEACON SUPPORTERS WIN!
Each month the Beacon holds a random drawing among Andover residents 

who have donated to the Beacon in the past calendar year. Andover residents: 
support the Beacon every year and join the fun! This month’s winners are:

Andover Artist Lisa Jelleme Matted Print Jeff Goodrich
Andover Pizza Chef Large 2-Topping Pizza George Barton
Bear Hollow Trading Post Gift Certifi cate Tom Bates
Blackwater Junction Rest. Gift Certifi cate Tom Voss
Jake’s Market & Deli Gift Certifi cate Sue Taylor
Forest Cone & Evergreen Gift Certifi cate Jim Danforth
Kearsarge Magazine 1-Year Subscription Marge Leber
LisAnn’s Gift Certifi cate Joyce Jones
MacKenna’s Restaurant Gift Certifi cate Jane Slayton
Mary Kay – Laura Condon Gift Certifi cate Susan Baker
New Horizons Hairstylists Hair Care Products Diane Beaudoin

WINNERSWINNERS! ! Call volunteer Call volunteer Margo CoolidgeMargo Coolidge at  at 735-5418735-5418 to collect your prize.to collect your prize.
Prizes not redeemable for cash. Prizes not claimed in 90 days go back into the prize pool.
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SUPPORT THE BEACON!

 Your Name ______________________________
 Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

 Other Name ______________________________
 Other Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

Seasonal: which months are you at the “other” address?
____________________________________________

Here’s my donation of $_________ for (check one):

□ Local □ Seasonal ($30 min) □ Out of Town ($30 min) □ Gift Subscr. ($30 min)
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The next issue should be in mailboxes on Fri-
day, February 26. Please get all ads, articles, 
etc. to us by Monday, February 15Monday, February 15 at the lat-
est. And earlier is always better!earlier is always better!

Donations (not including $30 for each out-of-town or gift subscription) are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Advertise in Advertise in 
The Andover BeaconThe Andover Beacon

The Beacon is mailed every month to over 1,100 households
 in Andover and to many seasonal residents and out-of-town 

subscribers. For more information, call our ad sales team 
or visit AndoverBeacon.com

Ad SizeAd Size 12 months prepaid12 months prepaid 6 mo ppd6 mo ppd 3 mo ppd3 mo ppd 1 mo ppd1 mo ppd
Sixteenth page $230 $130 $68 $24

Eighth page $422 $238 $125 $44
Quarter page $758 $427 $225 $79

Half page $1,526 $859 $453 $159
Full page $2,774 $1,561 $824 $289

Pre-printed insert $1,526 $859 $453 $159

Suzy BrownSuzy Brown
735-5309 

Connie Powers Connie Powers 
763-1275

Thank You, 
Advertisers!

We couldn’t publish our 
non-profi t community newspaper without you.

Everyone in Andover appreciates 
your support of the Beacon! 

Readers: Please 
Support Our Advertisers!
Be sure to thank them for supporting our community and 

The Andover Beacon! And if they advertise a coupon 
or special offer, be sure to clip it out and use it!
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keeper. Shelley brings a wealth of 
experience and a passion for non-profi ts 
to the team, and with help from Pam 
Cooper, our volunteer accountant, she’s 
quickly starting to make a difference.
One Position Left to Fill

That leaves the Publisher/Editor po-
sition to be fi lled before I can retire. It’s 
a part-time job (about half-time) with 
fl exibility in terms of which hours you 
work, the ability to work from home, 
etc. The full job description is at Ando-
verBeacon.com/Pub-Ed.

For the right person, this is a very 
fulfi lling job. It offers a chance to work 
with many people in the community on 
projects – the Beacon, the Town Re-
port, etc. – that are very important to 
the community.

The job requires someone who is:
• comfortable working with people 

from different backgrounds, with 

different agendas and different lev-
els of expertise

• comfortable with computers and 
technology being at the center of 
each project

• willing to embrace the process, pro-
cedures, and deadlines that allow 
our team to produce an extraordi-
nary volume of high-quality work 
for an organization of our size

If you think that being our new 
Publisher/Editor might be a good fi t, 
please contact me right away at Char-
lie@AndoverBeacon.com. We’d love to 
fi nd an Andover resident for this posi-
tion, but if no one comes forward, then 
we’ll pretty quickly have to broaden 
our search.

For me, working at the Beacon has 
been a life-changing experience, full of 
exciting challenges, personal growth, 
and deep satisfaction. If you’d like to 
see whether it could be the same for 
you, let’s talk! 

Publisher  from page 2

Budget Commi  ee to Recommend 
2.6% Rise in School Budget

Public hearing for Town 
budget on February 3
Ed Hiller, Budget Committee

The Budget Committee has made 
signifi cant changes in its procedures for 
receiving budget data and background 
information from the School District 
and the Town. Dates have been estab-
lished for each fi nancial center to for-
ward written documentation of their 
budget requests to the Budget Com-
mittee. These dates are set one week 
or more in advance of the meeting with 
the Budget Committee to discuss those 
requests. The purpose is to allow time 
for the Budget Committee members 
to review the materials and prepare for 
meaningful discussions at the meeting.

A second change in the Budget Com-
mittee procedure has been to schedule 
more time to review and discuss the Town 
budget. As the Town grows, the various 
departments have also grown, each with 
increasing functions. To allow time for 
detailed consideration of the budgeting 
needs for all of the Town departments, 
additional meetings are scheduled.

The result of these two procedural 
changes is to extend the overall time peri-
od for arriving at recommended budgets. 
It is not practical to start the process earli-
er in the fall, since necessary data for the 
year are far from complete. The result is 
to delay the fi nal budgets into February.

There has been overwhelming 
agreement that these new procedures 
are successful. The Budget Committee 
members are now prepared in advance 
for consideration of issues and concerns 
at meetings with the departments. The 
departmental representatives are also 
better prepared for meaningful discus-
sions. And additional meetings with 
Town departments provide more time 
to understand and deal with the issues.

The Budget Committee schedule for 
the 2016 budgets resulted in the Fire De-
partment budgets being fi nalized in No-
vember. The School budget was fi nalized 
on January 6. The Town budget will not be 
fi nalized until Wednesday, February 10.

The recommended School budget 
for fi scal year 2016-17 is summarized 
here. The recommended budget for the 
Town will be reported in the next issue 
of the Beacon.
Andover School Budget

The Budget Committee recom-
mends a total budget for the Andover 
School District for the coming fi s-
cal year 2016-17 of $4,900,864, up 
$126,399 (2.6%) over the current year’s 

budget. This includes an operating bud-
get of $4,862,300, plus warrant articles 
for an additional $48,564.

A signifi cant increase in the oper-
ating budget is for transportation. The 
previous fi scal year 2015-16 was the 
fi rst year of a new fi ve-year bus con-
tract. The transportation appropriation 
for that year showed an increase over 
2014-15 by $94,523. The proposed ap-
propriation for the coming year 2016-17 
shows a further increase by $64,240.

The Alternative Transportation Study 
was funded by last year’s appropriation 
of $10,000 and has the goal of determin-
ing the most cost-effective way to pro-
vide transportation for our students. This 
study is now under way, and preliminary 
results are expected to be available by 
the time of the School District Meeting.

Another signifi cant increase is for wag-
es and benefi ts for Special Education staff, 
up by $63,838. There is little room for ne-
gotiation on Special Education costs, since 
the programs are driven by procedures 
and regulations beyond our control.

A new two-year contract has been 
negotiated with the teachers’ union. A 
warrant article calls for approval of the 
cost items in this agreement. The teach-
ers agreed to change from an HMO to 
a “Consumer Driven High Deductible 
Plan” for health insurance, and the sav-
ings there offset almost all the salary in-
creases in the fi rst year of the contract. 
Therefore, the warrant article approving 
the teachers’ new two-year contract in-
cludes an appropriation of only $3,564 
for the fi rst year’s costs.

Another warrant article proposes add-
ing $10,000 to the High School Tuition 
Expendable Trust Fund, bringing that 
fund up to $60,000 plus interest. A third 
warrant article proposes adding $25,000 
to the Special Education Expendable 
Trust Fund, bringing that fund up to 
$100,000 plus interest. These expenses 
were matched by similar warrant articles 
voted in the previous year’s budget.

The recommended appropriation for 
the coming year is up $126,399 over last 
year’s appropriation. If approved by the 
School District Meeting, the amount to 
be raised by taxes would go up by the 
same amount. The tax rate would go 
up from last year’s rate of $12.99 by ap-
proximately $0.50 to $13.49.

Any changes in revenues, including 
changes in available unexpended surplus 
(last year’s amount was an unprecedent-
ed $459,757) will also have a direct effect 
on the tax rate and cannot be estimated 
this early in the fi scal year. 

December 1, 2015 
through January 15, 2016

On December 11, the White Trust 
sold 145 Cilleyville Road to Thomas 
and Wendy Humphrey for $175,000. 
David Cleveland of Country Houses 
Real Estate assisted the seller and the 
buyer. The 2,991-square foot house has 
4 bedrooms and 2 baths and sits on 0.5 
acres.

On December 11, the Emeny Trust 
sold 434 Chase Hill Road to Darrell and 
MaryAnne Lockwood for $450,000. 
Stacey Viandier of Country Houses 
Real Estate assisted the seller; Joseph 
Beauchemin of RE/MAX Synergy as-
sisted the buyer. The 3,000-square foot 
house has 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths 
and sits on 17 acres.

On December 15, Leo and Ann 
Frego sold 303 Tucker Mountain Road 
to Kimberly Pease for $129,900. Art 
Urie of Lake Farm Realty assisted the 
seller; Deirdre Ryan of BHG Masi-
ello Concord assisted the buyer. The 
800-square foot house has 2 bedrooms 

and 1 bath and sits on 5.6 acres.
On December 18, Nancy Fox and Ju-

dith Lauren sold 413 Bay Road to Ken-
neth and Jacqueline Hurley for $155,000. 
Robert Swisher of BHG Masiello Tilton 
assisted the seller; Rachel Dethomas of 
Country Houses Real Estate assisted 
the buyer. The 1,698-square foot house 
has 3 bedrooms and 1.5 baths and sits 
on 9 acres.

On December 31, Dalbello Sports 
LLC sold 519 Main Street to Claremont 
Properties LLC for $425,000. The com-
mercial building sits on 3.94 acres.
Andover Inventory

There are currently 16 residential 
properties on the market, plus 4 residen-
tial properties under contract for sale.

There are currently 7 land parcels on 
the market, and no parcels under con-
tract for sale.

There is currently one commercial 
property on the market, and none under 
contract for sale.

Data from NNEREN.com/sold-proper-
ties and MerrimackCountyDeedsNH.com 
for 12/1/2015 through 1/15/2016 

Andover Real Estate Transactions, 
December 2015 and January 2016

Stacey Viandier
Sales Associate

Voice & Fax: 603-272-6082
Office: 603-526-4020 x119

stacey@countryhousesre.com

Gentleman’s Farm
One Mile from Proctor

Stately four bedroom, 3½-bath renovated colonial. 
Three fireplaces, historic charm, 25± acres of pasture, 

gardens & forest,  screened porch, large barn, 
tennis court, lake access & mountain views.

193 Bradley Lake Road, Andover • $599,000

7 AM to 4:30 PM Weekdays or by appointment
728 King Hill Road, New London – at Exit 11 off I-89 526-6267

LAURIDSEN AUTO BODY
Collision Specialists

Computerized 4-Wheel Alignment
Windshield & Auto Glass Installation
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Mario Ratzki Reports 
from Concord, February 2016

Electronic voting system fails 
during Citzens United vote
Mario Ratzki, NH representative

On behalf of my wife and myself, I 
would like to extend our condolences to the 
family of Don Gross. He will be missed.

There was plenty of drama in our 
fi rst two-day session of 2016 in the State 
House. Perhaps the most unusual mo-
ment came when the electronic voting 
system failed.

It failed in the middle of a vote on 
SB 136, previously passed by the Sen-
ate unanimously. This bill would have 
established a committee to review the 
Supreme Court decision on Citizens 
United. Citizens United is better known 
for recognizing corporations as people 
and allowing them to spend unlimited 
amounts of money in political races.

The vote had gone to the proponents 
of overturning the Supreme Court deci-
sion by a 156 to 152 margin. Some Re-
publicans had joined Democrats in this 
vote of Ought To Pass. Minority leader 
Steve Shurtleff then asked for reconsid-
eration of the vote and urged representa-
tives to vote No so that this vote could not 
be changed later on. It is at this precise 
moment that the electronic voting system 
failed.

Half an hour later, the Speaker asked 
for a verbal roll call vote and, lo and be-
hold, the vote for reconsideration came 
in as a Yes by 159 to 144. This led to an 
Inexpedient To Legislate motion which 
passed by a partisan vote of 166 to 137.

What happened to the Republicans 
who voted with the Democrats on the 
fi rst vote? No one wants to say. But yours 
truly knows that one such Republican 
who voted her conscience on the fi rst vote 
was taken aside by a Republican leader 
and subsequently changed her vote. This 
was a classic case of arm twisting, and 
the failure of the voting system provided 
the Republican leadership with enough 
time to do just that.

One bill that saw bipartisan support 
was HB 626, which asked the Northern 
Pass utility to consider laying the lines 
alongside highway corridors as well as 
burying them. The Science and Technol-
ogy Committee’s recommendation was 
to kill the bill, but in a surprise vote the 
“kill” recommendation was defeated 187-
165, and the bill passed on a voice vote.

HB 500 authorized the use of silenc-
ers on guns while hunting. This passed 
with a partisan vote of 184-124.

HB 582, repealing the license require-
ment for carrying a concealed weapon, 
passed on a partisan vote of 206-146. This 
will allow anyone, with no background 
check, to carry a concealed weapon.

A similar Senate bill was also approved 
last year but vetoed by the Governor, and 
the veto was upheld by the House. I predict 
the same fate for this bill, which would ba-
sically eliminate background checks at a 
time where most people would agree that 
we need more, not less.

A nearly unanimous vote of 360-1 on 
HB 197 allows wine makers to set up 
two additional “off-site” tasting rooms.

HB 372 passed on a voice vote. It would 
exempt farmers from having to purchase 
Workers Compensation insurance if their 
payroll does not exceed $10,000 a year. 
They would still be required to have li-
ability insurance and medical payment 
coverage of not less than $5,000.

HB 617, requiring state police to wear 
body cameras, a bill I co-sponsored, was 
amended to make it voluntary for police 
departments and passed on a voice vote.

If you want to raise bisons, HB 499 
will allow you to put the animal down at 
the farm and sell it directly to consumers.

Standards for the use of drones, HB 
602, passed on a 246-66 vote and includ-
ed protections for privacy.

CACR 5, a constitutional amend-
ment giving taxpayers standing in court 
against the government, was tabled.

HB 430 closes a gap in veterans’ 
eligibility for municipal tax credits and 
passed on a voice vote.

HB 334, a bill I sponsored, regarding 
the sale of our private information by In-
ternet service providers, was amended as 
a study committee and sailed through on 
a voice vote.

To become law, all House bills must 
still go through the Senate.

As the Beacon went to press, the 
House passed SB 447, establishing a 
commission to study the overdose-rever-
sal drug Narcan (naloxone), by a biparti-
san vote of 275 to 71. SB 576 dealt with 
fentanyl possession and use, and passed 
276 to 69, while SB 369, requiring public 
schools to include drug and alcohol edu-
cation, was amended to let each school 
decide and passed on a 196 to 150 vote. 
All three bills were introduced in the 
Senate following weeks of deliberation 
by the Opioid Crisis joint House and Sen-
ate commission.

Soon to come: A battle to “free” or 
“jail” the nipple; HB 1525 would clas-
sify the showing of a female breast as 
indecent exposure, with an exception for 
breast feeding. What can I say?

The renewal of Medicaid expansion 
may fare well in the Senate but faces an 
arduous slog through the House, where 
many Republicans are dead set against it.

I have signed on to three broadband 
expansion bills and intend to make the 
lack of reliable coverage an issue this year.

In local news, I want to congratulate 
the Danbury residents who were instru-
mental in getting an LCHIP grant for the 
South Danbury Church. This is a match-
ing grant and donations are welcome. 
Please call 768-3191 in Danbury.

I had the pleasure of having Nathan 
French, a student at Bard College and 
a resident of Andover, as my guest for 
the January 6 session. I again encourage 
people to attend sessions and/or commit-
tee meetings. They are open to the public.

I am always available at 735-5440 or 
at MarioRatzki@gmail.com. 

$15. HP 8500 Offi ce Jet all-in-one printer: 
for parts only, $10. BigBobby@tds.net.

Husky Generator: Subaru engine, 5,000 
running watts, 6,250 starting watts. Never 
been started. Purchased for $600. 735-
5960.

Leaf Blower (gas): $45. Transfer Pump: 
Black Hawk, $35. 78 RPM Records: good 
condition, 100+, $3 each, take all. Antique 
Singer sewing machine: $65 obo. Antique 
bean thrasher: $25 obo. Hand hay rake: like 
new, $25. 526-2262. 

If you have stuff that’s “too good to throw away,” let Andover’s Yankee Trader (AYT) help 
you fi nd it a new home. AYT is for individuals or businesses to give away (or sell) stuff they 
no longer need (not stuff they bought to re-sell). Up to 30 words is free for Andover residents 
and Beacon subscribers; $5 for others. Add a photo for $5. If you’d like to show your ap-
preciation when AYT works for you, an extra (tax deductible) donation would be appreciated!

To be included in next month’s AYT, get your 30 words and optional photo to the Beacon 
by the 15th.  Ads@AndoverBeacon.com • PO Box 149, Andover 03216 • 735-6099

Andover’s

Yankee Trader
Samsung Flat-Screen TV: 21″, $20. Gen-
eral Electric microwave, $20. Does anyone 
collect Sebastian miniatures? Call me: 
735-5217.

House for Sale: By owner, on Highland 
Lake. 3-4 bedrooms, 4 baths, shared beach 
and dock, 2.4 acres, great room, full base-
ment. $340,000. (508) 240-1911.

FOUND: A very distinctive cane, found at the 
Andover Food Pantry. Did you leave without 
it, or did you mean to donate it? Please call 
735-6099 or e-mail Charlie@AndoverBea-
con.com.

Ford Model A Parts: Three used carbure-
tors, crank, connecting rod wrench, 21 GE 
1000 taillight bulbs. 735-5529

Window Quilts: 3′ x 6′, used, 10 of them, 
best offer. Tile saw with stand: $150. 735-
5586.

Ink Cartridges: HP940XL, never used. Two 
black, $40; one yellow, $15; one magenta, 

Approved
Auto Repair

THE BRISTOL INSURANCE AGENCYTHE BRISTOL INSURANCE AGENCY

Contact Linda Bolte
(603) 744-5433

800 Lake Street, Bristol, NH
lbolte@byseinsurance.com

Life
Health

Disability
Business

Home
Automotive

Boat
Motorcycle

FREE Review of Your Insurance Policies at 
Your Home or Offi ce at Your Convenience

Too Good To Throw Away? ANDOVER YANKEE TRADER!
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Kasich Will 
Get the Job Done

Governor John Kasich has a very 
impressive record in the US House 

of Representatives and as governor of 
Ohio and is better suited to solve the 
problems of our government than any 
other candidate. His background in-
cludes balancing the budget when in the 
House in the 1990s. He also served on 
the Armed Services Committee, where 
he was involved with national security 
challenges. He has ideas to handle the 
defi cit, job creation, and how to deal 
with ISIS and other radical Islamic 
groups and keep us safe.

I urge New Hampshire citizens – Re-
publican, Independent, and Democrat 
– to attend one of John Kasich’s many 
town halls and meetings to hear the 
message direct from the Governor. You 
will fi nd his proposals are well thought 
out and based on common sense with a 
practical approach to government.

It is important we elect a leader who 
will get things done to restore our sense 
of pride as Americans and to restore the 
leadership needed to save our way of 
life.

Be sure to register and vote in the 
Presidential Primary on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 9. For more information on Gov-
ernor John Kasich, go to JohnKasich.
com or call 232-1133. You will be glad 
you did. 

William E. Leber

Thanks to 
Our Supporters

The American Legion Crosby/Gil-
bert Post 101 in Andover would like 

to acknowledge and thank the follow-
ing businesses and individuals for mon-
etary contributions to the post: Richard 
Powers, Lloyd Perreault, Lake Sunapee 
Bank, New Hampshire Representative 
Mario Ratzki, Charlie Darling, Frank-
lin Savings Bank, and Keyser Garage.

Also, we would like to thank Han-
naford of Franklin and those individu-
als who contributed to our food drive 
for the Andover Food Pantry.

And a special thanks to Charlie Dar-
ling for his support of our organization 
with many articles and pictures pub-
lished in The Andover Beacon.

Lloyd Perreault
Post 101 Financial Offi cer

Letters

The mission of The Andover Beacon is to serve and strengthen the Andover community. 
To that end, we welcome civil, reasoned letters addressing specifi cally local issues, events, 
and developments. Submissions must not be critical of another’s religion; blasphemous; 
obscene; hateful; legally objectionable; or commercial in nature. The Beacon reserves the 
right to edit or not publish submissions it deems inappropriate for any reason.

School District Meet-
ing and Town Meeting 

are coming up in March. 
Please send a letter 
to the Beacon express-
ing your thoughts on the 
budgets, the warrant arti-
cles, our local election, or 
other local matters. Our 
readers want and need to 
hear your voice!

It’s that time of year again – time for Andover residents, all of whom receive 
the Beacon in their mailbox each month at no charge, to 
make a voluntary contribution for 2016 to help keep 
the Beacon going.

If you receive your Beacon at an Andover 
address, you should fi nd a “Round Tuit” en-
velope in the February issue. Please use it to 
make your 2016 donation, or donate online at 
AndoverBeacon.com. If you donate now, we 
won’t have to contact you in the Fall when we 
do our canvassing campaign to contact everyone 
who forgot to “get a round tuit” earlier in the year!

So don’t wait for a call in the Fall! Please“get a 
round tuit” and make your 2016 donation to-
day.

The Andover Beacon is published by Com-
munity Publishing of Andover, Inc., a 501(c)
(3) public charitable trust. Donations are tax 
deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Please! Get A Round Tuit Today!

DON’T FORGET TO SUPPORT 
THE BEACON IN 2016!

Don’t wait for 
a call in the Fall! 

Please make your 
2016 donation today.

2016 Fourth of July 
Raffl  e Prizes Revealed!

Need more 
“Made in NH” donations
Judy Perreault
Fourth of July Committee

With snow on the ground, it’s hard to 
think ahead to the summer months, but 
the planning for Andover’s annual Fourth 
of July celebration is a year-round effort.

We are planning our annual raffl e 
with some very nice prizes. Grevior 
Furniture in Franklin has generously 
donated an oak coffee table with a top 
that raises to make it higher and allow 

storage inside. It is valued at over $400.
There is a beautiful red, white, and 

blue crocheted afghan donated by Su-
san Aste of East Andover and a basket 
of Made in New Hampshire products. 
We have a number of items for the bas-
ket, but could use a few more from our 
local cottage industries. If you have a 
donation, call Bob Ward at 735-5061. 
We would like them before Town Meet-
ing so we can assemble the basket.

We will be selling raffl e tickets at 
Town Meeting as well as on the Fourth 
of July. 

GET THE MOST FOR YOUR MONEY!
• Neat and Tidy!  
• Entertainment Sized Living Room with High Ceiling 
• Large Country Kitchen 
• 3 BR, 1 BA 
• Peaceful Backyard with Secluded Deck 
• Close to Recreational Opportunities 
• Easy Commute to Concord, Tilton & New London 
• www.NHCountryHome.com

217 South Road, Salisbury $162,000217 South Road, Salisbury $162,000

Milestone 
Real Estate 224 Main Street, P.O. Box 67 • New London, NH 03257

www.cbmilestone.com info@cbmilestone.com
603-526-4116

Inventory is low and buyers 
are already poking around.

Considering selling?  
We’d be happy to provide a

no-obligation opinion of value. 
Give us a call!

Our clients know why we’re…
The Best Team in Town!

Call or email today!

JASON'S PAINTING TIP
When painting doors and windows, be 
sure to paint the panels and mullions fi rst. 

LLABBEABBE P PAINTINGAINTING
"Pleasure in the job puts perfection in the work"

456-2050 • Jason@LabbePaintingNH.com • LabbePaintingNH.comLabbePaintingNH.com

NEW HORIZONS HAIRSTYLISTS, LLC 

170 Main Street 

Andover, NH 03216 

(603) 735-5289 

Hair care for the entire family! 

Mary H. Meier, Proprietor

Mary H. Meier, Proprietor, Stylist
Meghan C. Barton, Stylist • Holly Noyes, Stylist

170 Main Street • Andover • 735-5289

Check AndoverBeacon.com!
The latest news is posted at AndoverBeacon.com every day!
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Andover Fire Department 
Responds to a Very Tough Call

Don Gross dies in tragic 
accident at home
Rene Lefebvre, AFD Chief

Some days, being part of an emer-
gency services team can be tough, very 
tough. Such was the case on January 7, 
when we were called to the home of our 
friend and neighbor, Don Gross.

Our job is to beat the odds, win, and 
make everything okay again. We at-
tend classes and train hard and often. 
We have the best equipment, take good 
care of it, and make sure everything is 
“ready.” We respond defensively, with 
focus and purpose.

Nothing else matters: someone has 
called for help, and we are on the way.

For all that, on January 7 there was 
nothing we could do. The fl ow of adren-
alin is suddenly halted, and for all our 
training, equipment, and drive, we are 
helpless to change anything. 

Our focus becomes taking care of 
the family. However, beyond words of 
comfort, we feel completely helpless to 
make the situation any better. The call 
is not about the fi re department, it is 
about the family. We totally understand 

that, and within our limited scope, we 
do what we can.

There comes a time, however when 
the emergency responders must heal. 
It seems that our kitchen meeting 
room at the fi re station has the magi-
cal power to make us feel better. It is 
a warm, dry place that is our second 
home. Around the table, people who 
have just experienced a very tough 
call talk; just talk.

The chief is listening as each fi re 
fi ghter vents and relives the events of 
the last call. Silent fi refi ghters will need 
more support. The team is very salty, 
and this call is far from their fi rst. With 
a more focused de-brief, in time they 
will be okay.

Though each emergency responder 
is an individual and will deal with dif-
fi cult calls in his or her own way, he 
is also a member of our team. We are 
Andover Fire and Andover EMS. We 
are your team. Your support has been 
tremendous. Thank you.

Our hearts go out to the family of 
Don Gross. Don was a leader in our 
town, but he was much more than that. 
He was our friend.  

Budget Commi  ee Public Hearings 
to Shape Final Budgets

Town Meeting is for fi nal de-
cisions, not exploring options
Arch Weathers
Andover Budget Committee chair

Unlike “home rule” states, New 
Hampshire’s Constitution dictates that 
towns and cities must derive their pow-
ers from the legislative branch of gov-
ernment. In other words, power to en-
act laws and rules is granted to the state 
legislature – not to municipalities.

Many perceive this important dis-
tinction as paradoxical and in confl ict 
with one’s notions of the Granite State 
as a bastion of independence, proud 
self-reliance, and creative pragmatism – 
but take heart, my noble and unfettered 
fellow citizens! There is opportunity 
to assert the spirit of home rule while 
abiding by the covenants of the state, 
and it takes the form of the budget-re-
lated public hearings.

The statutes expressly lay out the 
process and rules by which a town may 
appropriate funds. In a municipality 
having an elected Budget Committee 
(like Andover), the governing body (the 
Selectmen) prepares a line-item budget 
and forwards it to the Committee for 
deliberation in January. The Budget 
Committee then holds a public hearing 
for each budget (school and town). Vil-
lage districts do the same.

Public hearings offer the oppor-
tunity for local citizens to shape the 
outcome by expressing their views, 
concerns, and suggestions that will as-
sist the Budget Committee in its fi nal 

recommendation to the voters at Town 
Meeting; sadly, however, all but a hand-
ful of voters rarely make the effort to 
exercise this most fundamental and 
coveted right. Of course we now have 
online video of the proceedings where-
by one can familiarize themselves with 
the issues, and hopefully many take ad-
vantage of this service.

To truly impact the decisions as to 
the purposes and amounts that will 
be set aside through taxation to fund 
a town’s needs, nothing galvanizes a 
Committee member to re-think a fund-
ing issue more than public input. While 
Town Meeting is the culmination of 
months of hard work, meetings, and 
hearings, it is not the time to familiarize 
oneself with the warrant or the budget. 
In an ideal world, Town Meeting should 
serve as a forum for vigorous debate by 
informed citizens about the business of 
local government – appropriation pur-
poses and funding means, which have 
been refi ned by public input at the pub-
lic hearings.

In a town the size of Andover, it 
should take no more than an hour or 
two … at best. My guess is that at-
tendance would increase dramatically, 
learning would advance exponentially, 
and the panache of human nature that 
shapes the unique banter and good na-
ture of our fellow citizens would con-
tinue to remind all of us of the precious 
freedom we have.

I look forward to seeing a packed 
house at the Public Hearing on Wednes-
day, February 10, at 7 PM. 

Planning Board Will Not Propose 
Zoning Changes This Year

Changes still needed, 
but more work to do
Andover Planning Board

For more than a year now, the Plan-
ning Board has been working on a pro-
posal for some signifi cant changes to the 
Andover Zoning Ordinance. The Board 
has conducted two public hearings on 
drafts of the proposal – one in January 
2015, and another in June 2015. A huge 
“Thank you!” to the people in Andover 
who showed up and gave comments to 
the Board at our hearings, or who gave 
the Board written comments on the 
proposed changes.

After considering all of the com-
ments, it was apparent that more work 
is needed on the proposal, and commu-
nication with the Selectmen, the Zoning 
Board of Adjustment, the Conservation 
Commission, and townspeople needs to 
be improved before bringing anything 
to the voters.

Due to a very busy summer and fall 
handling routine business, the Board 
found that there was not enough time 
before this year’s Town Meeting dead-
line to amend the proposal based on 
the feedback received and then conduct 
further hearings as required by law. As 
a result, the Board will not be able put a 
proposal for zoning changes on the bal-
lot for 2016.

The proposed amendments were to 
be the fi rst major revisions to the ordi-
nance since 1978. Basically, the Zoning 
Ordinance has stayed pretty much the 
same for nearly 40 years. It is overdue 
for some updates and for some new pro-
visions to refl ect almost half a century 
of change in Andover, as well as chang-
es in state land use law and advances 
in land use planning practice in general.

We on the Planning Board are keen-
ly aware of the need for some changes 
to the Zoning Ordinance, and we heard 
general support for some changes from 
comments we received, but not so much 
support for the specifi cs of what the 
changes should be.

The Planning Board has worked for 
almost a decade to produce an updat-
ed Master Plan to replace the previous 
plan adopted in 1992. The updated plan 
was adopted by the Board in 2013 and 
is now available for download from the 
Town Web site.

Our current zoning ordinance, 
which has served Andover well for a 
long time, needs to be updated to refl ect 
two generations of change and to incor-
porate recommendations in the updated 
Master Plan.

Briefl y, the proposed amendments 
being worked on by the Board would:

1) substantially revise and update the 
list of permitted and special exception 
uses in all zoning districts

2) create the fi rst Business District in 
town

3) revise the procedures for granting 
special exceptions so that it would no 
longer be possible for the Zoning Board 
of Adjustment to grant a special excep-
tion for any use in any district, whether 
or not it is listed in the Ordinance

4) add provisions so that one “acces-
sory apartment” could be created as an 
accessory use at a residential property

5) adopt a more accurate zoning map 
using the latest Geographic Information 
System (GIS) technology

6) revise the land use provisions 
for the residential area of the Ragged 
Mountain Fish and Game Club to be 
more in line with the existing land use.

There is more work to be done. 

735-5232

••••• PPPllowiing
•••  Sanding
•••  Snow Banks 

Pushed Back
•••  Driveways 

Widened
•••••  SSSnnnoooww RReemmmooovvvaaaalllll

Free 
Estimates

Fully Insured
Residential & 
Commercial

Marceau & Sons Trucking LLC
Asphalt Paving & Sitework

East Andover NH 03231
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Andover Police Department, 
December 2015

387 calls for service
in December
Press release

The Andover Police Department re-
sponded to 387 calls for service during 
December 2015, including:

• Alarm: 3
• Fraud: 2
• House Checks: 219
• Manner of Operation: 5
• Noise Disturbance: 1

• Road Hazard/Obstruction: 3
• Sexual Offender Registration: 2
• Suspicious Circumstances: 4
• Theft: 3
• Traffi c Arrest: 1
• Traffi c Citation: 5
• Traffi c Warning: 83
• Welfare Check: 3

Arrests
• Dustin Sapp, 27, Florida: Theft of a 

Motor Vehicle, Operating after Sus-
pension 

Andover Police Department, 
November 2015

353 calls for service 
in November
Press release

The Andover Police Department re-
sponded to 353 calls for service in No-
vember 2015, including:

• Assist Motorist: 3
• Assist Police: 7
• Assist Ambulance: 3
• Assist Fire: 4
• Civil Issue/Stand-by: 3
• Criminal Mischief: 2

• Domestic Dispute: 2
• House Checks: 153
• Liquor Law Violation: 1
• Shots Fired: 1
• Suspicious Circumstance: 3
• Traffi c Citation: 4
• Traffi c Warning: 113

Arrests
• Mark Charles, 33, Andover: Elec-

tronic Bench Warrant
• Joey Woodbury, 29, Gilmanton: 

Criminal Mischief 

Cemetery Budget to Continue 
Town Maintenance Program

“A resounding success” 
in 2015
Pat Cutter, Cemetery Trustees

The year 2015 was an experimental 
one for the Andover Cemetery Trust-
ees. It was the fi rst year that mainte-
nance was done by Town employees 
instead of by a private contractor.

In a plan developed and implement-
ed by the Board of Selectmen, two men 
were hired, a truck and all necessary 
equipment were purchased, a schedule 
was planned and approved by the Cem-
etery Trustees, and the whole effort 
was a resounding success. At the 2016 
Town Meeting, the Cemetery Trustee’s 
budget line item will request funding to 
continue this operation.

The total requested will be $24,969. 

The salary portion is $16,329.
Also requested is funding for improve-

ments: surfacing with ledge pack 90′ of 
interior roadway in the East Andover 
cemetery; extension of the water line 270′ 
in Proctor Cemetery and replacement of 
all of existing faucets; repair of the fail-
ing iron pipe fence at the Congregational 
Church cemetery; trimming the hemlock 
hedge and removal of a large maple tree, 
both at Proctor Cemetery.

Also included is $1,000 for repair of 
damaged gravestones, $500 for the sal-
ary of the sexton, $350 for Memorial 
Day fl ags, and $400 for maintenance of 
the computer program that gives public 
access to all the cemetery information.

We hope that the voters will consider 
these necessary expenses and will sup-
port this budget line item. 

Christopher J. Seufert
Catherine L. Baumann
www.seufertlaw.com

59 Central Street, Franklin, 934-9837 • Concord, 224-8672

WE’LL  GET  YOU THROUGH  IT ©

• Personal Injury
• Civil Litigation
• Family Law
• Workers Compensation
• Divorce

• Bankruptcy
• DWI/ALS
• Commercial Litigation
• Lead Paint Poisoning
• Criminal Defense

SEUFERT 
LAW OFFICES, PA
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If your entry flooring is not holding up to sand, salt
and snow, it may be time to explore new options! 

231 NH Route 11, Wilmot, NH 03287  •  603.526.2600

KEYSER'S
GARAGE

Quality Automotive Service & RepairQuality Automotive Service & Repair
State Inspections: Auto & Motorcycle

Tires, Tune-Ups, Scheduled Maintenance

735-6160735-6160
Chuck Keyser

46 Keyser Road, Andover NH 03216

Visa & 
MasterCard 
Accepted

Wanted To Buy:

ANTIQUES
P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L 
SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R 

E N T I R E  CO N T E N T SE N T I R E  CO N T E N T S

American primitive country cup-American primitive country cup-
boards, desks, chests, drawer units, boards, desks, chests, drawer units, 

tables, and shelves in original paint tables, and shelves in original paint 
or early surface. Also buying pottery, or early surface. Also buying pottery, 

paintings, paper, cloth, iron, or most paintings, paper, cloth, iron, or most 
anything found around a country or anything found around a country or 

village home in the 1800s.village home in the 1800s.

Kenneth Reid
735-5512

TOWN of ANDOVER

Transfer Station
Hours

Wednesdays
7 AM to 5 PM

Saturdays
7 AM to 5 PM

Standard time

7 AM to 6 PM 
Daylight Time

PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332
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TOWN COMMITTEE MINUTESTOWN COMMITTEE MINUTES

Office Hours & Meetings

For more information, call the Town Offi ce at 735-5332.

OFFICE HOURS
Town Offi ce: Mon-Thu 9-2
  Fridays by appointment only
Town Clerk & Tax Collector: 
  Mon, Wed, Thu, 9-2
  Tue, 1:30-6:30
  Last Saturday of month, 9-11
  (except for long holiday weekends)
Building Inspector: Tues, 6-7
Andover Library: 
  Mon, 6:30-8:30
  Wed, 9-12 & 6:30-8:30
  Thu, 12:30-4:30 • Sat, 10-12
Bachelder Library: 
  Tues, 9-12:30 & 6:30-8:30
  Thu, 2:45-5; 6:30-8:30 
  Fri, 1:30-5
Transfer Station: 
  Wed, 7-5; Sat, 7-6
Swap Event (May-Oct): 
  2nd Sat (rain: 3rd Sat), 8-12
  Transfer Station

MEETINGS
At the Town Hall unless otherwise noted
Board of Selectmen: 
  1st & 3rd Mon, 6
Planning Board: 2nd & 4th Tue, 7
Capital Improvement Planning:
  Last Thu, 7
Zoning Board of Adjustment:
  3rd Tue, 7
Conservation: 2nd Wed, 7:30
Recreation: 2nd Tues, 7, 

AE/MS Science Room
Library Trustees: 3rd Thu, 7 

(except Jul & Aug), Andover 
Library or Bachelder Library

Fourth of July: 1st Wed (Feb-Jun 
& Aug), Andover Fire Station, 7

Andover Fire Department: Mon, 7
Andover EMS: 2nd Tue, 7
  East Andover Fire Station
School Board: 1st Tue 

(except July), 6:30, AE/MS

Mark Your Calendar!
  FEBRUARY
 1: Board of Selectmen, 6
 1: Fire Department, 7
 2: School Board, AE/MS, 6:30
 2: Building Permits, 6-7
 3: Fourth of July, 

Andover Fire Station, 7
 9: Town Clerk’s Offi ce CLOSED
 9: Building Permits, 6-7
 9: Planning Board, 7
 9: Recreation Comm, AE/MS, 7
 9: Andover EMS,
  East Andover Fire Station, 7
 10: Conservation Commission, 7:30
 15: All Town Offi ces CLOSED
 15: Fire Department, 7
 16: Building Permits, 6-7
 16: Board of Selectmen, 6
 16: Zoning Board, 7
 18: Library Trustees, 7

 23: Building Permits, 6-7
 23: Planning Board, 7
 25: Capital Improvement, 7

  MARCH
 1: School District Meeting, 

AE/MS, 7 PM
 1: Building Permits, 6-7
 2: Fourth of July, 

Andover Fire Station, 7
 7: Board of Selectmen, 6
 7: Fire Department, 7
 8: Town Clerk’s Offi ce CLOSED
 8: Voting, AE/MS, 11 AM to 7 PM
 8: Town Meeting, AE/MS, 7 PM
 9: Conservation Commission, 7:30
 15: Building Permits, 6-7
 15: Zoning Board, 7
 17: Library Trustees, 7
 21: Board of Selectmen, 6

RSA 91-A:2 states that minutes from each meeting of each Town 
body must “be promptly recorded and open to public in-

spection not more than fi ve business days after the meeting.” 
Minutes are often not in publishable form at that point. Considering the 

time it takes to make them publishable, and the long lag between issues of 
the Beacon, it may be a month or more before they appear in the Beacon.

Conservation Commission
November 11, 2015

Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Mary Anne Broshek, Lar-

ry Chase, Jerry Hersey, Nan Kaplan
Consultant Update: Time frame 

for work being done by consultant on 
lands affected by proposed business 
district was discussed. The concern is 
meeting the time frames for the second 
public hearing on the new zoning dis-
trict. Mary Anne will discuss with Paul 
Currier.

2016 Workshop Update: Potential 
workshops are wildfl owers, snowshoe 
walk, logging practices/land manage-
ment, and rain gardens. No dates have 
been set yet.

New Hampshire Association 
of Conservation Commissions 
(NHACC) conference: Mary Anne at-
tended the following workshops:

Wildlife Action Plan Update: 
Amanda Stone and Emma Tutein re-
viewed the 2015 ten-year update. There 
are now 169 native species identifi ed 
as “Species of Greatest Conservation 
Need.” Of those, 27 are listed as state 
endangered and 14 are state threatened. 
The maps have been redone and there 
are two new brochures detailing indi-
vidual and community actions that can 
be taken. Andover is featured in the 
Community brochure. Both brochures 
will be posted at Town Hall. Anyone 
can view this new information at wild-
life.state.nh.us/wildlife/wap.html and at Tak-
ingActionForWildlife.org.

Members requested a visit from 
Emma and Amanda and copies of the 
new maps. Mary Anne will arrange the 
meeting and invite other Town boards.

Town Forests: Tim Fleury and Phil 
Auger provided an overview of town 
forests and how such forests require 

a warrant article. Proceeds from log-
ging town forests are used solely for the 
management of the forest. Handouts of 
state law and questions and answers are 
available.

Conservation Commission Chairs 
Meeting on October 22: The issues dis-
cussed were Japanese knotweed con-
trol, ideas for workshops, and discus-
sion on recruiting younger members. 
Andy Deegan will send out the collect-
ed information.

Camper Update: The camper se-
lected in 2015 will not be doing a pre-
sentation to the Andover Conservation 
Commission (ACC). ACC will need 
to determine if we wish to sponsor a 
camper in 2016. Larry will pursue this 
with Andover Fish and Game Club.

Natural Resources Inventory Dis-
cussion with Planning Board: Tina pre-
sented the Natural Resources Inventory 
to the Planning Board on October 27. It 
was well received.

Bradley Lake Sign: The new sign 
with the NHDES (less restrictive) rule 
change is now up. Larry will remove 
the old sign.

Map Updates: Laura Alexander 
has offered to update the co-occurrence 
maps and to put the information on 
Q-GIS: new technology that is read-
ily accessible to everyone. The ACC 
will need to review the maps on work-
ing farms, working forests, and special 
places. Mary Anne will request an up-
to-date tax map. Laura’s work is at no 
cost.

Motion: Jerry made a motion to re-
imburse Mary Anne for the $65 regis-

See Cons Comm  on page 11

TOWN of ANDOVER

Budget Committee
Public Hearings

• Town, Precincts
Feb 3, 7 PM

• Petitioned Warrant Articles
February 3, (if needed)

• Town Budget Public Hearing
Feb 10, 7 PM

PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332

Mead & Braley
STANDING SEAM ROOFING

Over 30 years roofing experience
• On-site Pan Forming
• 21” Width Pans
• 26 & 24 Gauge Englert American-made Steel
• 35 Year Color Warranty
• 10 Colors • Copper Galvalume
• Contractors Welcome
• Free Estimates • Fully Insured
 Pat Mead John Braley
 (603) 735-5092 (603) 735-5097

64 Boston Hill Road • Andover, NH 03216
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tration fee for the NHACC conference. 
Members voted in favor.

DOT Route 11 Project and Beaver 
Deceivers: DOT has not yet agreed to 
install beaver deceivers. ACC believes 
that experience has proven that install-
ing beaver deceivers is a cost-effective 
and permanent solution. Mary Anne 
will contact Matt Urban at DOT and 
Vicky Mishcon.

School Board
November 3, 2015

Condensed from approved minutes
Board Present: Michelle Dudek, 

Dean Barker, Misty Sava, and Annie 
MacKenzie

Administration Present: Mark 
MacLean, Christine Barry, Robin 
Heins, Kathleen Boucher, Jane Slayton, 
and Judith Turk

Public Present: None
Public Hearing

Discussion took place regarding Re-
cordings in Classrooms (HB 507/RSA 
189:68 IV).

Mark and Chris explained the new 
legislation that was passed on August 
1. Written consent is required for video 
and audio recordings of any student or 
teacher in the classroom setting. There 
was no public attendance or input.
Regular School Board Meeting

Public Present: Tina Cotton
Mark stated that the work sessions 

have been productive and positive.
Finance Report: Two of the Special 

Education lines continue to be moni-
tored. 

Board Chairperson’s Report: Mi-
chelle stated that both the Task Force 
and Negotiations processes are going 
well.
Old Business

Facilities Task Force Study Update: 

Mark stated that a productive meeting 
was held recently, focusing on build-
ing operations and specifi c needs. The 
Marinace Architect Firm will continue 
to support the committee as needed. A 
template will be provided to the task 
force in the near future that will assist 
with the direction of their work.

Transportation Study Update: 
Percy Abbott will begin his study with-
in the next week or so.
New Business

Policy IAB: First Reading – Vid-
eo and Audio Recording in School 
Classrooms: The Public Hearing was 
held prior to the general board meet-
ing. Chris stated that this policy was 
designed based on a model document 
designed by school district attorneys. 
This policy only pertains to classroom 
activities. Mark stated that a permis-
sion form will be crafted for parental 
consent. The second reading will take 
place at the December Board Meeting 
with further discussion and a motion to 
accept or revise the presented policy.

AE/MS Professional Growth and 
Evaluation Model: An outline of the 
Andover School District Professional 
Growth and Evaluation Plan was pre-
sented by Jane and Mark. The compo-
nents of the plan were discussed along 
with the fi ve domains. The Annual 
Summative Evaluation will be based 
on the data collected in these fi ve areas. 
All were in favor and the evaluation 
plan was adopted.

Bus Issue: Robin, Jane, and Mark 
recently rode a school bus to address a 
resident concern that was brought to the 
attention of a Town selectman (noise, 
dust, fumes). According to their obser-
vation, there is no reason to change the 
current setup.

Andover After School Program: 
The Andover After School Program 
(not part of the school) is seeking au-
thorization from the Andover School 

Cons Comm  from page 10 Board to address some needed repairs 
and improvements to the building. Ap-
proval was given to make the repairs at 
no expense to the school district.

Superintendent’s Report: Mark 
stated that the ongoing budget planning 
continues to be an educational opportu-
nity. The Negotiation Process is going 
well. The next meeting of the Facility 
Task Force is scheduled for November 
10. In regards to the Teacher Evalua-
tion System, the digital platform (Teach 
Point) will be set up in the near future 
since the Board has approved of the pre-
sented plan.
December 2, 2015

Condensed from approved minutes
The meeting was rescheduled from 

Tuesday, December 1, due to inclement 
weather.

Board Present: Michelle Dudek, 
Dean Barker, Misty Sava, Mark Heller, 
and Annie MacKenzie

Administration Present: Mark 
MacLean, Christine Barry, Robin 
Heins, Kathleen Boucher, Jane Slayton, 
and Judith Turk

Public Present: None
Finance Report: Robin noted the 

overage in the two Special Education 
accounts that continue to be monitored. 
The report was approved.

Board Chairperson’s Report: Mi-
chelle indicated that the Facility Task 
Force had a productive meeting on 
Monday. She also stated that the budget 
process is going well.
Old Business

Facilities Task Force Study Update: 
The team met on Monday, and they are 
starting to discuss some priorities that 
include Special Education, security, and 
the cafeteria. There has also been some 
minimal discussion regarding the fea-
sibility of investigating the transferring 
of middle school students to Merrimack 
Valley. Mark M. encouraged the Board 
to begin their own conversations re-
garding this option.

Transportation Study Update: 
Robin stated that Percy Abbott, the 
contracted consultant, met with the ad-
ministration to gather information re-
garding the current status of what the 
district has in place.
New Business

AE/MS 2020 Vision: This presen-
tation has been rescheduled to take 
place on January 5 at the next Andover 
School Board meeting.

Superintendent’s Report: Mark 
M. enjoyed participating/serving at the 
Grandparents Thanksgiving Dinner 
that took place in late November. He 
has been attending the Christa McAu-
liffe Technology Conference and is 
learning of innovative applications and 
tools that can potentially be integrated 
into the educational setting.

Assistant Superintendent’s Re-
port: Chris presented the Andover 
Smarter Balanced Assessment scores 
that have been released. Comparisons 
were made between Andover and the 
state at large in English/Language Arts 
and Math. 

Ever changing
and

ALWAYS fun!

Pancake Road & Route 11 Tues - Sat, 10 to 5 • Sun, 1 to 5
Andover NH • 735-4100 TackRoomCQ@hotmail.com

TACK ROOM
CONSIGNMENT TACK

Supporting NH Horse Rescue

Check TackRoomCQ.com 
for Consignment Info

Pancake Street Wilmot Flat
Jeffrey P. Sanborn Bus. 526-4747

Accident Repair and Auto Accident Repair and Auto 
Restoration Our SpecialtyRestoration Our Specialty

Scratches, Dents, Refi nishing

Over 20 Years’ Experience

FREE ESTIMATES

Blackwater Auto Body

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield health coverage for you 
and your family. Strong protection. Strong network.

DEBRA LIVINGSTON, CLTC
Authorized Independent Agent

(603) 526-4513
276 Newport Road • The Gallery, Suite 211

New London, NH 03257
drlivingston@tds.net

Don’t put your family at risk by trying to get by without health 
care coverage. Get reliable benefits that match your busy life.

• Individual and Group Plans 
• HSA, HMO and PPO Plans 
• Medicare Supplement Plans

Debra Livingston is an authorized independent agent in New Hampshire for Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield. 
In New Hampshire, Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the tradename of Anthem Health Plans of New Hamp-
shire, Inc. Independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. ANTHEM® is a registered trademark 
of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc.. The Blue Cross and Blue Shield names and symbols are registered marks of 
the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Assocation.
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Andover Historical Society: 
2015 in Review

A good year, with new 
faces and new projects
Pat Cutter, AHS president

It was another good year for the So-
ciety, our 33rd, and it was a busy one. 
Financially it was not a banner year, 
but revenues held fast, we are on solid 
ground, and visits to the museum are 
up.
Projects and Events

The 2016 calendar was entitled 
“Andover Center Then and Now,” and 
we appreciate the venues that offered 
them for sale: both Andover libraries, 
the Andover Service Club Thrift Shop, 
New Horizons Hairstylists, Morgan 
Hill Book Store, and The Andover Bea-
con offi ce.

We also thank all of the monthly 
sponsors who make the calendars pos-
sible and profi table: Tilton Medical As-
sociates; Mountain High Kennel; Jay C. 
Boynton, Attorney at Law; JP Paquette 
Construction; Baker and Hartwell; Bel-
letetes; The Village Sweep, Rick Estes, 
Proprietor; Lake Sunapee Bank; and 
the Blackwater Junction Restaurant.

In January, after much consideration, 
the Board voted to replace the Lull 
house on Depot Street across from the 
railroad station with a new, more suit-
able building that might contain public 
toilets. As of this date, no further plans 

have been considered.
June was very busy. On the 3rd we 

had our annual visit from the fourth 
grades of Andover, Webster, and Salis-
bury.

On the 5th we hosted about 30 senior 
citizens from Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute at Granite State College, a fi rst 
for us. The group heard two present-
ers: John Hodgson spoke about Richard 
Potter, and Ken Cushing gave a Pow-
erpoint presentation on the Northern 
Railroad. Both speakers were very well 
received.

On the 6th we celebrated National 
Trails Day with a public meeting at 
Proctor’s Stone Chapel featuring some 
of the wonderful photos Charley Frei-
berg took of architectural features along 
the Northern Rail Trail from Boscawen 
to Lebanon. Charley, Ken Cushing, and 
Charles Martin, author of New Hamp-
shire Rail Trails, all spoke to an enthu-
siastic full house.

A selection of Charley’s photographs, 
mounted by Paul Glorioso, were on ex-
hibit at the railroad station this season 
and then went on to the Wilmot library. 
On June 25, at our public meeting, we 
welcomed the return of folk musician 
Jeff Warner.

During the summer, the box car at 
the Freight Shed in Potter Place was re-

See AHS  on page 15

Here’s some old news from the 
Andover, East Andover, West Andover, 
Potter Place, and Cilleyville “gossip” 
columns of the Franklin Journal Tran-
script, selected by Heather Makechnie.
February 3, 1966

Much sympathy goes to the Ber-
nard Miller family in Franklin. Bernard 
passed away at his home on the week-
end. He was born in town and attended 
schools in Flaghole.
February 10, 1966

Miss Judith Adair Boyd, daughter of 
Mrs. Albert Truman Boyd and the late 
Mr. Boyd of Andover; and Lawrence 
Tucker Evans, son of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Lawrence Evans of Manchester, were 
married on February 5, at St Andrews 
Church in New London. Mrs. Evans 
graduated Andover High School and 
attended Plymouth State College and 
the University of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Evans, a research assistant with Har-
vard Herbarium and Arnold Arbore-
tum, is a graduate of Manchester High 
School and of the University of New 
Hampshire, where he was a member of 
the Acacia fraternity. The young cou-
ple will leave shortly for Puerto Rico, 
where Mr. Evans will be engaged in bo-
tanical research.

This week at Regal Theatre: HELP! 
Help yourself to seven new Beatles hits 
with John, Paul, George, and Ringo! 
The colorful adventures of The Bea-
tles are more colorful than ever … in 
Eastman Color!
February 17, 1966

Funeral services will be held on 
Saturday for Budd H. Keyser, 83, who 
died at his home in Andover Plains 
after a sudden illness. Mr. Keyser 
was born in Sutton and had lived in 
Andover for about 65 years. He had 
been a farmer and a woodsman, work-
ing at the Andover Box Shop for sever-
al years and for the Town of Andover. 
Members of the family include his 
wife, Mrs. Esther Clark Keyser; six 
sons: Clarence, Robert, Harold, Ralph, 
and Fred Keyser, all of Andover, and 
Joseph Keyser.
February 24, 1966

The Stephen D. Jewett Memorial 

Fi  y Years Ago in Andover: 
February 1966

Scholarship fund was swelled to the 
new high of $1,916 this past week with a 
contribution by the Webster Valve Com-
pany, as well as Blackwater Grange and 
a number of private citizens.

A Single Vote Knocks Andover Out 
of the Cooperative School: The eight 
communities in the Kearsarge Regional 
study registered their feelings by ballot 
on Monday night. All except Andover 
voted overwhelmingly to join in the 
proposed Kearsarge Regional Coopera-
tive School District.

That Andover vote, a hair-raiser, was 
split almost exactly down the middle: 
150 Yes, 151 No. Whether Andover will 
accept this as a fi nal vote or try to take 
further action is not known at this point.

Because the vote is so close, the 
State of New Hampshire provides that 
another vote may be taken. Mean-
while, Andover continues negotia-
tions with the Franklin School Board 
as well.

New Fire Truck: The East Andover 
Volunteer Fire Department’s new 1965 
Dodge fi re truck arrived on the weekend, 
all equipped and ready to go. The fi re-
men gathered at the fi re station on Satur-
day for a demonstration and try out, with 
a great many people looking on.

The fi rst actual use of the new truck 
was on Sunday morning at a chim-
ney fi re down to Mr. Temple’s on the 
Andover/Franklin Road.

A great many donations were given 
towards the truck. The fi remen have 
worked hard to get this truck by hav-
ing suppers, benefi ts, and a percentage 
of parking privilege collections at High-
land Beach.

The volunteer fi re company fi rst or-
ganized in 1936 with a 1932 Chevrolet 
fi re truck. There were 25 fi remen at 
that time. The fi rst chief was William 
Miller, Junior, and captain was Gerald 
Walker.

All the new fi remen and a good 
share of the old fi remen have worked 
very hard and deserve a great lot of 
credit. Other fi re chiefs were Lawrence 
Rising, Leland Miller (now deceased), 
and present Fire Chief, Bryant Adams.

Call us at 526-6231
Website at marshallsgarage.com

Facility of the Year 
Award Winner

Two Years in a row!

A CUSTOMER SERVICE COMPANY 
THAT HAPPENS TO FIX CARS.
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The Emery Family: 
From Farmers to Mill Owners

Eva donated family Bible to 
Andover Historical Society
Rita Norander
Andover Historical Society

Even though Eva was a busy wife, 
mother, and helper on the farm, she still 
played an active role in the community. 
When growing up, she had attended 
New Hampton School. While there, she 
took voice lessons at the Conservatory 
in Boston and elocution lessons at the 
School of Oratory in Boston.

She was a talented musician and was 
known unoffi cially as “East Andover’s 
music teacher. She played the piano, 
organ, violin, accordion, banjo, uku-
lele, and Spanish guitar. She played the 
organ at church and was a soloist. She 
gave piano and organ lessons to area 
children, charging 25 cents.

I was surprised to learn that Eva had 
given lessons to my mother and cousin, 
Edith Robie. This was one story I do not 
remember hearing from my mother.

Eva was very active in the Grange, 
even working her way up to position of 
Master. She was also a charter member 

of the Fortnightly Club. This was an 
East Andover women’s group whose 
membership was limited to only 20 
people at one time.
The Sawmill and Lumber Business

Besides the farming business, the 
Emerys were very much into the lum-
ber and sawmill business. Jay’s fa-
ther owned the sawmill in Franklin, 
which was located at the sharp corner 
on Webster Street (now Chance Pond 
Road). Jay worked in the mill with his 
father while growing up, and he bought 
his own mill after he was married (the 
former Aiken mill on today’s Valley 
Road in East Andover).

With two businesses to run, Jay’s fa-
ther saw the need for better communi-
cation between his East Andover farm 
and his Franklin mill. Telephone ser-
vice between the two places seemed to 
be the answer. Consequently, he paid to 
have the telephone line from Franklin 
extended to his house in East Andover.

It’s not clear exactly when this oc-
curred, but a search of our property 
deeds provided a clue. Joseph S. Cullen 
– a previous owner – granted an ease-
ment on May 22, 1902 to the New Eng-

land Telephone and Telegraph Compa-
ny. Most likely, the line was extended to 
the Emery farm shortly after this.

It was a big advantage for our fam-
ily to have the telephone lines going 
right by our house. It allowed us to 
have phone service at a time when most 
people in rural areas didn’t have access 
to it. Some of the families in the Dyers 
Crossing area didn’t have telephones 
until the early 1960s, with their lines 
coming down from Emery Road.

My mother and Eva made good use 
of their phones, calling and chatting 
with each other frequently. Their con-
versations were almost always long, 
and we children became quite the pests 
as we anxiously waited to regain our 
mother’s full attention!

Today, our phone service is still on 
the Franklin line, as is that of our near-
by neighbors and people on Hoyt Road 
who live close to the former Emery 
farm.
Changes on the Farm

In 1937, Jay’s father died. Since his 
mother couldn’t carry on alone, the 
little house was closed, and Jay and 

his family moved into the big 
house. The number of cattle, 
horses, and hens on the farm 
was greatly reduced, and all the 
hired men, except for one, were 
let go. Jay was busy running the 
mills, and unlike his father, the 
mills interested him more than 
farming.

Dexter and Rodney were 
brought up in the mill with their 
father, and they did not like 
farming. The men all had mill 
business in their blood, and the 
mill business was booming at 
this time. Dexter and Rodney 

both went on to own several mills of 
their own.

A big job for the Emerys in 1940 was 
supplying the large lumber needed for 
the building of the Franklin dam. But 
more changes were on the horizon.

The arrival of World War II changed 
things forever at the Emery farm, 
when both Dexter and Rodney joined 
the army. Before their sons left for the 
service, Jay and Eva divided the farm, 
deeding the big house and land on that 
side of the road to Dexter. The little 
house and land on the other side of the 
road was deeded to Rodney.

By this time, Jay’s mother had died, 
and Jay was away from home more and 
more as he ran his mills in other parts 
of the state. Finally, in 1948, after being 
alone on the farm for three years, Eva 
moved to Manchester, where she lived 
for the rest of her life.

She was active in the community 
there, just as she had been in East 
Andover. She made many new friends 
through the Grange and her church. In 
a 1987 letter written to Ginny Newton, 
she tells of knitting or crocheting 112 
articles and dressing 26 dolls for the 

church fair the previous year. She was 
91 at the time!

After his time in the service, Dexter 
returned to East Andover, living on the 
farm until his death in 1964 at age 46. 
He was a mill owner, and not a farmer, 
and the various buildings were sorely 
neglected.

Rodney did not return to live in his 
house, but he did renovate it, and over 
the years it was leased to several fami-
lies. Jay died in 1976 and Rodney in 
1984. Even though both sons had mar-
ried, neither of them had children.

Both properties were sold in the ear-
ly 1970s. Sadly, the big barn and most 

of the outbuildings were torn down. On 
a happier note though, much of Dexter’s 
property, which included the big house 
and barn, was put under conservation 
easement by the new owners, the Per-
rys.
Eva’s Presentation to the Andover 
Historical Society

In 1986, Eva wrote to Bill Leber, who 
was president of the Andover Historical 
Society. As a result, Bill visited Eva at 
her Manchester home on June 19 to ac-
cept the Emery family Bible, which had 
been published in Franklin in 1843. Eva 
felt that owing to the prominence of the 

Henry Levi Emery owned the sawmill in Franklin, which was located at the 
sharp corner on Webster Street (now Chance Pond Road). His son Jay worked 
in the mill while growing up; Jay bought his own mill, the former Aiken mill on 
today’s Valley Road in East Andover, after he was married. 
 Photo courtesy of Glenn Morrill of Franklin Historical Society

The mill and factory that was located far-
ther down Webster St./Chance Pond Road 
toward Franklin in the 1890s. Henry Emery 
was a partial owner. Photo courtesy of Glenn 
Morrill of the Franklin Historical Society

See Emery  on page 15
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How and Why to 
Remember Family Stories

Wilmot Historical Society 
program on February 7
Press release

The Wilmot Historical Society will 
hold its annual winter program on Sun-
day, February 7, at 2 PM in the Wilmot 
Community Association’s Red Barn at 
64 Village Road in Wilmot.

Storyteller Jo Radner will offer her 
popular workshop, “Family Stories: 
How (and Why) to Remember and Tell 
Them.” Participants will learn fool-
proof ways to mine their own memo-
ries and interview their relatives for 
engaging stories. In pairs and small 
groups they will practice fi nding, de-
veloping, and telling their own tales. 
“No one will be on the spot to per-
form,” says Jo, “but I guarantee that 
everyone will remember stories they 
want to share informally.”

“We never tell stories at home any-

more!” Jo hears this lament over and 
over again – and she is on a crusade to 
reverse the trend.

Aimed at adults, the workshop will 
benefi t anyone interested in investi-
gating or remembering past events, 
writing memoirs, researching family 
history, or simply developing habits 
of meaningful conversation. Partici-
pants will leave with new ideas, new 
stories, and a handout of techniques 
and resources.

Jo is past president of the Ameri-
can Folklore Society and the National 
Storytelling Network. Retired from a 
teaching career at American University, 
she has been studying, teaching, telling, 
and collecting stories most of her life. 
She lives in Lovell, Maine, and can be 
reached at JRadner@american.edu.

This program is made possible 
by the New Hampshire Humanities 
Council. 

Workshop on Basics of 
Raising Chickens for Eggs

February 1 
in Boscawen
Press release

Dot Perkins, UNH Cooperative Ex-
tension Livestock Field Specialist, will 
present “Raising Chickens: The Basics” 
on Monday, February 1, at 6:30 PM at 
the Boscawen Municipal Complex, 116 
North Main Street in Boscawen.

Dot will cover information about 

breeds, housing, and seasonal care of 
chickens. This talk will not cover butch-
ering or broilers.

Come listen to all the facts and 
many practical tips pertaining to rais-
ing chickens for eggs. The event is 
sponsored by the Boscawen Agricul-
tural Commission. Register online at 
Bitly.com/UNHChickens, or contact Mary 
West at 796-2151 or Mary.West@unh.edu.
 

Andover’s Richard Po  er, 
Magician, is Still in the News

Massachusetts Web site 
tells his story
Bob Tremblay
MetroWest Daily News

This article is re-printed with kind 
permission from MetroWestDailyNews.
com, where it was posted on December 
26, 2015 at 10:25 PM. It begins with an 
editor’s note that “Mr. Know-It-All is an 
occasional feature in which we answer 
reader questions about local history. 
Got a good question for Mr. Know-It-
All? See the e-mail address at the bot-
tom of this story.”

A colleague recently visited Stur-
bridge Village, where she was in-

A broadside advertising one of Richard Potter’s shows in Boston in 1811.

formed that Richard Potter, the fi rst 
African-American magician, was born 
in Hopkinton, Massachusetts, in a sec-
tion of town that is now Ashland. Pot-
ter is also credited with being the fi rst 
American-born stage magician and 
ventriloquist.

My colleague thought these revela-
tions might interest Mr. K. Well, you 
don’t need a crystal ball to divine that 
she was right. So here we go. Hold on to 
your magic wands.

Information for this column comes 
from the African American Registry, 
The Root, The Scottish Rite of Freema-
sonry, and Magicpedia Web sites. The 
Root article was penned by Harvard 
University Professor Henry Louis Gates 
Jr. and freelance writer Julie Wolf. Gates 
is also chairman of The Root.

Richard Potter was born in 
Hopkinton, Massachusetts in 1783 on 
the plantation of Sir Charles Henry 
Frankland, a British tax collector who 
coincidentally was the subject of Mr. 
K’s column last month. Some online 
sites list Frankland as the father. Others 
place this paternity in doubt, and since 
Frankland died 15 years before Potter 
was born, that doubt is well earned. 
Hopkinton church records list the fa-
ther as George Simpson, according 
to Magicpedia. Potter’s mother is de-
scribed as a black servant on the Frank-
land estate named Dinah. One site has 
Potter being born in New Hampshire. 
He actually died there, but we’re getting 
ahead of ourselves.

At the tender age of 10, Potter set 
sail for England as a cabin boy. “Once 

See Potter  on page 16
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painted, after an earlier coat of paint did 
not cover the primer coat, leaving white 
splotches in several places. The con-
tractor honored the fi ve-year warranty, 
and there has been no further problem 
to date.

The Andover Historical Society has 
assumed control of the Andover Lions 
Club’s Concord Coach, and plans are in 
the works to provide a permanent home 
for it during the Lull house replacement.
Old Time Fair

On July 25, just one week prior 
to our annual Old Time Fair in Pot-
ter Place, it was discovered that three 
large poplar trees, in and near the “se-
cret garden,” had uprooted and creat-
ed a dangerous situation that needed 
to be addressed prior to August 2. 
The clean-up happened on sched-
ule and resulted in a much improved 
grassy area that will accommodate 
many more uses.

It was a great fair, featuring much 
of the usual entertainment: Lindsey 
Schust and the Ragged Mountain Band, 
the Abbott Downing Society and two 
Concord Coaches, the Andover Lions 
Club coach, a wonderful selection of 
vendors and demonstrators, good food, 
a crowded fl ea market, and our auc-
tioneer par excellence, Arch Weathers. 
Financially, it was a good day, with a 
good crowd in attendance.
Annual Meeting

Our annual meeting, open to the 
public, was held on October 15 and 
featured Sharon and Steve Wood por-
traying President and Mary Todd Lin-
coln in a living-history program, telling 
stories of their lives and the challenges 
they faced during their turbulent time 
in our country’s history. This presenta-
tion and that of Jeff Warner were spon-

sored by the New Hampshire Humani-
ties Council.
Donations to the Collection

A total of 104 new items were added 
to the Historical Society’s collection 
during 2015, donated by Mark Stetson, 
Bob Peters, Steve Johnson, Clyde and 
Shirley Currier, Graham Conner, Wil-
liam Hunting, and Deb Brower.
Regrets

We lost three valued members this 
year: Don Gould, our treasurer for 
many years, and Bill Cutter and Don 
Kaplan, long-time volunteers.
Trustees and Volunteers

Pam Cooper stepped into the trea-
surer’s position this year, and Gail Rich-
ards joined the Museum Management 
Committee. Gail has created wonderful 
windows at the store for the changing 
seasons.

Tim Norris and Ralph Ressler com-
pleted shelving in the freight car this 
year, creating much-needed space for 
small archival items. Luan Clark, cura-
tor, is working diligently to fi ll up the 
shelves.

As our members age, the list of vol-
unteers willing to help as stationmaster 
on summer weekends is being deplet-
ed. Please consider spending a 2½-hour 
shift on a Saturday or Sunday welcom-
ing visitors to the station and the store. 
Potter Place is a main hub on the North-
ern Rail Trail, and you may meet visi-
tors from everywhere and anywhere. If 
you can spare a morning or afternoon, 
please call Pat Cutter at 735-5628.
Support

We are very grateful for all of the 
community support we receive. We 
rely solely on interested volunteers to 
maintain our buildings, staff the station 
and the store, and help at Old Time Fair 
time. If you have time to give, please 
think of us. 

AHS  from page 12

Emery family in Andover, the Bible 
should be given to the Historical Soci-
ety, where it would be taken care of and 
preserved.

Bill accepted the Bible for the Soci-
ety, saying it would indeed be preserved 
and cherished. Property deeds and fam-
ily pictures were also donated to the So-
ciety at that time.

Following the presentation, Eva told 
about her life – both as a child grow-
ing up, and her life on the Emery farm 
in East Andover. Much of the recorded 
information was included in this article.

In April of 1988, Ginny received 
her last letter from Eva Emery. In that 
letter, Eva tells of celebrating her 93rd 
birthday, with lots of friends stopping 

Emery  from page 13 by to visit.
I was never exactly sure when Eva 

died, but recently I came across a let-
ter of my mother’s, written by Eva in 
1986. They had been corresponding 
ever since Eva’s move to Manchester, at 
which time they could no longer afford 
the luxury of talking on the phone. In 
those days, calls made to another town 
were known as “toll calls,” and they 
were very, very expensive!

In with this particular letter was a 
Polaroid picture showing Eva’s couch, 
which was fi lled with a variety of cro-
cheted and knitted items she had made 
for her church’s fair. In this same enve-
lope, my mother had placed a copy of 
Eva’s obituary. Eva died in 1994, just 
two months shy of her 99th birthday!

Emerald Ash Borer - 
Strategies for Land Owners

Presented by 
ASLPT
Press release

The Outreach Committee of the 
Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation 
Trust (ASLPT) will host “Emerald Ash 
Borer (EAB) – Strategies for Landown-
ers” starting at 6:30 PM on Thursday, 
February 4, at the Wilmot Community 
Association’s Red Barn at 64 Village 
Road in Wilmot. If schools are closed 
on February 4 because of inclement 
weather, the program will be resched-
uled for Thursday, February 11.

Dode Gladders, fi eld specialist in 
natural resources for the UNH Sullivan 
County Cooperative Extension Offi ce, 
will give an illustrated overview about 
EAB, the most destructive forest pest in 
the United States today.

In 2013 it was discovered in Con-
cord. Since then, EAB has been detect-
ed in more than 12 towns in Belknap, 
Hillsborough, Merrimack, and Rock-
ingham counties.

Gladders will address all aspects of 
this complex issue, including the biol-
ogy and spread of the pest, what to look 
for to determine whether EAB is pres-

ent in your town, and what to expect in 
the future. He will review current man-
agement recommendations for woodlot 
owners and homeowners with ash trees 
in their yards.

Topics also will include EAB biol-
ogy and life cycle; where it came from 
and how it spreads; how to identify an 
ash tree; signs, symptoms, and survey 
techniques; management efforts under 
way in New Hampshire; and what to do 
if you think you have an EAB infesta-
tion.

ASLPT, established in 1987, is a 
non-profi t land trust that works to pre-
serve the rural landscape in 12 towns 
in the Mount Kearsarge/Lake Sunapee 
region. These towns include Andover, 
Bradford, Danbury, Grantham, Gos-
hen, Newbury, New London, Spring-
fi eld, Sunapee, Sutton, Wilmot, and 
Warner.

Refreshments will be served.
Registration is requested by Feb-

ruary 1 for this free workshop and 
is available from Kristy Heath at the 
ASLPT offi ce at 526-6555 or by e-mail 
at KHeath@AusbonSargent.org. More in-
formation about ASLPT is available at 
AusbonSargent.org. 

Franklin Opera House 
Presents Beatles Tribute

Saturday, February 6, 
at 7:30 PM
Press release

Hailed as “New England’s Best Bea-
tles Tribute Band” by the British Beer 
Company, Studio Two continues its 
tour in celebration of the 50th anniver-
sary of the Beatles coming to America. 
These four lads met in a “cellar full of 
noise” in a town west of Liverpool, in 
Milford, New Hampshire. The band 
members are fi rst-class musicians of 
today’s generation dedicated to pre-
serving the memory and culture of the 

Beatles generation.
By recreating the Fab Four’s music, 

instruments, and famous on-stage ban-
ter, Studio Two performs the greatest 
hits, concentrating on the Beatles’ most 
fun and exciting club and touring years. 
Young and old will thoroughly enjoy 
this outstanding group honoring the 
greatest rock band of all time.

To preview a performance, visit 
Vimeo.com/127725486. Tickets for the 
Saturday, February 6 performance at 
7:30 PM are $12 to $20, available online 
at FranklinOperaHouse.org, or call 934-
1901. 
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Andover Snowmobile Club 
Italian Buff et and Raffl  e

January 30 at AE/MS 
from 5 to 6:30 PM
Press release

The Andover Snowmobile Club is 
having its annual Italian Buffet on Sat-
urday, January 30, at the Andover El-
ementary/Middle School. The dinner 
runs from 5 to 6:30 PM. The costs are 

$10 for adults, $5 for ages 6 to 12, and 
free for ages 5 and under.

After the dinner, a multi-item raffl e 
(over 100 items) will take place, and 
proceeds will be donated to Easter 
Seals Camp Sno Mo in Gilmanton. 
Camp Sno Mo provides camping for 
handicapped and special needs children 
and young adults. 

Dave Pilla to Lead 
Woodlands Snowshoe Hike

An easy walk on 
February 13
Press release

An easy winter-wonderland snow-
shoe walk through the fi elds and forest 
of Proctor Academy, led by Proctor’s 
Dave Pilla, will be offered under the 
auspices of the Andover Conservation 
Commission (ACC) on Saturday morn-
ing, February 13, between 10 AM and 
noon. Participation is free and open to 
the public.

The walk begins at the Proctor 
Woodlands Offi ce, located on North 
Road on the school’s campus. It should 
be attractive to fi rst-time snowsho-
ers and veterans alike, says ACC chair 
Mary Anne Broshek: “The route will 
not be strenuous, and Dave’s long inter-
est in local wildlife and natural resourc-
es should make for some fascinating 
observations along the way.”

For those who don’t own snowshoes, 
Pilla can make several pairs available 
for the walk. To reserve a pair, call the 
Proctor Woodlands Offi ce at 735-6225.

A member of the Proctor Academy 
faculty since 1980, Dave manages the 

school’s 2,500-acre woodlands and 
teaches forestry and wildlife science. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree in wildlife 
management and a master’s in forest 
resources, both from the University of 
New Hampshire.

In addition to his duties on Proctor’s 
campus, he also directs the school’s 
Ocean Classroom, which offers expe-
riential learning aboard a sailing vessel 
as it travels along the eastern seaboard 
of the United States. (He’s also the lead 
singer with Nick’s Other Band, a high-
ly-regarded local classic-rock group, 
but that’s another story.)

Co-sponsored by Proctor Acad-
emy, the snowshoe walk is a part 
of the Conservation Commission’s 
ongoing “Taking Action for Wild-
life” project, aimed at creating more 
public understanding of the ways in 
which a healthy natural environment 
supports a rich variety of wildlife. 
Other ACC-sponsored activities as-
sociated with the project have in-
cluded a variety of expert-led nature 
walks and workshops and a library 
exhibit featuring the work of local 
wildlife photographers. 

there, he met a Scottish magician and 
ventriloquist named John Rannie, and 
he was captivated,” according to The 
Root article. “For years they performed 
in Europe, but in 1800 they traveled to 
America, joining a traveling circus and 
crisscrossing the North and South. (As 
Jim Haskins and Kathleen Benson ex-
plain in their book Conjure Times, Pot-
ter was able to travel safely in the South 
because, in his assistant’s role, he was 
perceived as Rannie’s servant.)

“In 1806 Rannie introduced live 
drama into their show, with Rannie and 
Potter performing most of the parts. 
The following year, Potter and Rannie 
took their act to Boston. In 1811 Ran-
nie retired and Potter went solo. Self-
promoted as “An Evening’s Brush to 
Sweep Dull Care Away” on broadsides 
that displayed the Masonic insignia (he 
was a member of the fi rst African Ma-
sonic lodge in Boston), Potter’s shows 
were a huge hit, and he sometimes 
earned as much as $250 a performance 
(more than $3,000 in today’s money).

“His illusions never ceased to amaze. 
In one trick he climbed up a rope or an 
unraveled ball of yarn – outdoors and 
in front of onlookers – and appeared 
to vanish into the heavens. In another, 
he crawled through a log that appeared 
hollow; on closer inspection, spectators 
found that it was solid. Although Pot-
ter and his wife, the dancer Sally Har-
ris, built a mansion on 175 acres of land 
for themselves and their three children 
(one of whom, in a happy coincidence, 
was named Harry, like that other fa-
mous Potter magician) in Andover, 
New Hampshire, he was an itinerant 
performer.

“From 1818 until 1831 he dazzled au-
diences up and down the East Coast. By 
the time he was 50 years old, in 1833, he 
had stopped performing magic, focus-
ing on ventriloquism. He died shortly 
afterward in 1835. Although his house 
no longer stands, Richard and Sally 
Potter’s graves remain in Andover, and 
the town maintains a commemorative 
plaque in a part of town still known as 
Potter Place.”

The article concludes by noting that 
in 2014, Kenrick “Ice” McDonald was 
elected the fi rst African-American 
president of the Society of American 
Magicians, an organization founded in 
1902 by Harry Houdini, who was re-
portedly a Richard Potter fan.

As a ventriloquist, “Potter could 
skillfully throw his voice, especially us-
ing bird sounds,” according to the Af-
rican American Registry. “Whether he 
was the fi rst to use a ventriloquist’s doll 
or dummy isn’t known.

“Potter’s prestidigitation with eggs, 
money, and cards was considered of sci-
entifi c interest, and he often performed 
at the Columbian Museum in Boston. 
He could throw knives and touch a hot 
iron to his tongue, walk on fl ames, and 
dance on eggs without breaking them. 
He performed in New York and all over 
New England.”

Potter purchased the aforementioned 
mansion in 1814. “The Potter estate 
consisted of several rooms on the fi rst 
fl oor; the second fl oor was said to be 
one big room,” the registry site con-
tinues. “The Potters would have lavish 
dinner parties at their home, where he 
would entertain.”

After their deaths, the couple was 
buried in the front yard of their es-

Potter  from page 14
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Andover Congregational Church, 
February 2016

Annual meeting January 31 
after the service
Sandy Miller
Andover Congregational Church

We wish each and every one of you 
a very Happy New Year fi lled with hap-
piness, good health, and good friends!

The Mission Committee reports 
that over 50 shoeboxes were fi lled and 
sent to Samaritan’s Purse for Operation 
Christmas Child. A big “Thank you!” 
to all who helped in any way. These 
shoeboxes are fi lled with various items 
(toys, toiletries, school supplies, etc.) 
and shipped to countries all over the 
world where there is a need.

Several people from church attended 
a gathering of Christians in Concord on 
January 19 to hear Franklin Graham 
speak at his “Decision America Tour 
Mission.” Although the weather was 
cold, they were inspired and encour-
aged by his message of the importance 
of the 2016 election.

The church’s annual meeting is to be 
held on Sunday, January 31, following 
church service. We will hear reports of 

the committees and vote on an annual 
budget. Leaders of the church are plan-
ning an overnight retreat at the Singing 
Hills facility in Plainfi eld on Friday and 
Saturday, March 4 and 5.

The Andover Congregational 
Church does have a prayer chain. If you 
would like a special prayer for yourself 
or a loved one, begin by calling Ginny 
Newton at 934-3171, and she will pass 
it on to the next person on the list. It is 
certainly comforting to know others 
are praying for you in your diffi culties. 
If you are unable to reach Ginny, call 
the church offi ce at 735-5160 or Pastor 
John’s house at 735-5928.

We continue to have “Second Sat-
urdays for Guys” held at the Highland 
Lake Grange Hall in East Andover 
from 8:30 to 10 AM with good food 
and fellowship and inspiring speakers. 
Call Bob Grover at 470-7248 for more 
information.

Our regular worship services are 
held at 9:30 AM. Sunday School is also 
at the same time. We would love to 
have you join us in worship or Sunday 
School. 

What’s Up at 
the Andover Libraries?

Learn/Practice Spanish
Ongoing class on Mondays from 

6:30 to 7:30 PM. Informal instruc-
tion and conversation for beginners 
and those with some experience. 

Newcomers are welcome any time. 
Four-week series, $48; drop-in, $15 
per session. Bachelder Library in 
East Andover.
Pre-School Story Time

Parents are invited to bring pre-
schoolers to the Andover Library for 
Story Time on Wednesdays, 10 to 
10:30 AM.
1,000 Before Kindergarten

Stop in at either library to learn 
more about the benefi ts of reading to 
small kids and about this program to 
read 1,000 books to your child before 
kindergarten.

Bachelder Library

New Acquisitions
Adult Fiction
Career of Evil,  Robert Galbraith
The Guest Room,  Chris Bohalian
The Guise of Another,  Allen Eskens
Sweet Water,  Christina Baker Kline
The Dog Stars,  Peter Heller
My Name is Lucy Barton, 

 Elizabeth Strout
A Well Tempered Heart,  

Jan Philipp Sendker
Adult Non-Fiction
Year-Round Indoor Salad Gardening, 

 Peter Burke
The 36-Hour Day: Caring for 

People Who Have Alzheimer’s, 
 Nancy L Mace

Find A Way,  Diana Nyad
M Train,  Patti Smith
Children’s Titles
The Thing About Jellyfi sh,  

Ali Benjamin
The Curious Nature Guide, 

 Claire Walker Leslie
Deer Dancer,  Mary Lyn Ray
I’m Trying to Love Spiders,  

Bethany Barton
The Night World,  

Gernstein Morticai
A Passion For Elephants,  

Toni Buzzeo
Audio Books
The Invention of Wings,  

Sue Monk Kidd
Shock Wave,  John Sanford
The Last Juror,  John Grisham

Andover Public Library

New Acquisitions
Adult Fiction
Depraved Heart,  Patricia Cornwall
Cross Justice,  James Patterson
Willow Brook Road,  Sherryl Woods
The Promise,  Robert Crais
Circling the Sun,  Paula McLain
The Silkworm,  Robert Galbraith
Career of Evil,  Robert Galbraith
Whistleblower,  Tess Gerritsen
The Bees,  Laline Paul
The Peripheral,  William Gibson
The Drop ,  Dennis Lahane
Ashley Bell,  Dean Koontz

Adult Non Fiction
Andy & Don,  Daniel de Vise
Trump: The Art of the Deal,

  Donald Trump
Children’s Titles
The Little Snowplow,  Lora Koehler
Thankful,  Eileen Spinelli
Balto of the Blue Dawn,  

Mary Pope Osborne
Thank You and Goodnight, 

 Patrick McDonnell
What Does It Mean to be Kind?, 

 Rana Di Orio
No Yeti Yet,  Mary Ann Fraser
Star Wars: Before the Awakening, 

 Greg Rucka

Visit Your 
Andover 
Libraries!
AndoverNHlibrary.

weebly.com

Through the Reading Glasses: 
February 2016

Janet Moore, Libraries Trustee
It’s love time. It’s February. It’s win-

ter. It’s the Library. Let’s do it!
Sit in front of the fi re at Bachelder 

Library and chat by the fi reside. Keep 
an eye on things at Andover Public Li-
brary and watch the neighbor channel 
on Main Street.

Plan your next fantasy adventure 
in print or online: swim with dolphins 
or go 20,000 leagues under the seas. 

Stretch your mind or your body or both, 
with yoga and Spanish at Bachelder Li-
brary.

Thin your bookshelves, and leave 
the rest to us! Listen to the children 
play. Better yet, sign up to read to them. 
Read to Flip the dog at the Andover Li-
brary. Copy a love poem for a friend. 
Share your favorite collection with the 
town. Above all, DEAR: Drop Every-
thing And Read! 

ANDOVER 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

On the hill, beside the road in East Andover
 (Corner of Chase Hill Rd. and Rte. 11)

All members, ministers
Rev John J. Wagner, Pastor

603-735-5160 • AndoverChurch@tds.net • AndoverCongregationalChurch.org

Worship and Sunday School – 9:30 AM
Ongoing growth and discovery opportunities including Bible studies, 

men's and women's groups, and prayer. Please call for details.

PRAISE AND PRAYER • Fourth Fridays • 7 PM

"Knowing Christ and Making Him Known"

Kearsarge Unitar ian 
Universal ist Fel lowship

Reverend William E. Nelson, Minister
Stone Chapel of Proctor Academy, Andover

11 AM Worship on Sundays
526-8213 • kuufnh.org

Serving the New London/Kearsarge Area Since 1977

• Cleaning/Inspections
• Repair
• Relining
• Waterproofi ng
• Caps
• Prefab Chimneys
• Wood, Pellet, and Gas Stove Installations
• 2nd Opinions Freely Given

Rick Estes
603-735-5300
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Andover Institute Off ers 
Two Programs in February

Hiking trails and 
storytelling
Press release

Following a two-month holiday hia-
tus, the Andover Institute opens its sec-
ond year of programs, workshops, and 
presentations with two February events 
aimed in different ways at introduc-
ing Andover-area residents of all ages 
to new opportunities and experiences. 

The events, both open to the public at 
no charge, include:

A workshop on “Discovering An-
dover’s Hiking Trails,” to be held at 7 
PM on Wednesday, February 10, in the 
library of the Andover Elementary/Mid-
dle School. The evening will begin with 
short illustrated presentations on local 
hiking trails by Proctor Academy wood-
lands manager David Pilla; Sunapee-

Storyteller Lauretta Phillips will talk about the art and history of storytelling, 
and tell a few herself, at the AE/MS Library on Wednesday, February 17.

WCA Senior Luncheon on January 20
Entertainment follows 
with Judy Lowe
Press release

The next Senior L uncheon  in 
Wilmot will be held at 11:30 AM on 
Wednesday, January 20, at the WCA’s 
Red Barn. These fun get-togethers are 
held at the Wilmot Community Cen-
ter’s Red Barn on the third Wednesday 
of the month through April.

Immediately following the meal, lo-
cal actor Judy Lowe will get the New 
Year off to a hilarious start portraying  
Mother Quinlen, a role she created and 
performs in area benefi t shows with the 
locally famous  Wally Borgen Vaudeville 

Troupe. Judy is also a member of Suna-
pee-Kearsarge Intercommunity Theatre 
(SKIT) and has performed in New Lon-
don Barn summer productions.

It is important to know that the lun-
cheons will follow the Kearsarge Re-
gional School District’s cancellation  
policy this winter . If district schools 
are closed due to inclement weather, 
senior luncheons  at the Wilmot Com-
munity Association’s Red Barn will be 
cancelled. If the school district delays 
opening, then the lunches will be held, 
weather permitting.

To share a delicious hot meal with 
new and old friends, call Margaret  at 
768-3805. 

Area seniors celebrated seasonal music at the December holiday luncheon 
at the WCA’s Red Barn. They are shown waving tonal instruments during a 
sing-along led by guest musician Susan Cancio-Bello . Photo: Lindy Heim

See Institute  on page 19

A Dept. of Lakes Region General Hospital

LOST 100lbs
GAINED
Self con dence, 
energy, and knowledge 
about healthy 
lifestyle choices

With WINH
   You Lose

Surgeon / Dietician / Exercise Specialist
Health Coach / Care Coordinator

  Not Ready for Surgery?
– OPTIFAST Liquid Meal Replacement
– Lifestyle & Nutritional Counseling

   Follow Jules on her new weight loss 
   journey. winh.org

winh.org
527.2946
FREE Info 
Sessions

WITH THE WINH TEAM BEHIND YOU!

Photo / Belknap Mill, Laconia

Nelson - After Bariatric Surgery

Too Good To Throw Away? ANDOVER YANKEE TRADER!
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The Andover Institute: Year One

The hiking workshop is the latest in 
a series of “Space Explorations” offered 
by the Andover Institute and designed 
to introduce local residents to venues 
more-or-less “off the beaten path” for 
many. Last year’s destinations included 
the Proctor Academy campus; a now-
shuttered summer camp for girls; the 
City of Franklin; a local heron rookery; 
the moon and other objects in the night 
sky (via a high-powered telescope); and 
the Ice House Museum of automobilia in 
New London.

The storytelling event falls into an-
other category of Institute presentations: 
programs that entertain and educate. In 
2015 these included a six-session series 
on permaculture; an illustrated “travel 
night” featuring photos taken by recent 
local visitors to Bhutan, Nepal, Cuba, 
and Alaska; a 20-session tai chi course; 
and workshops on genealogy, apple-
tree pruning, “edible landscaping,” 
geocaching, hard cider-making, home 
weatherization, and a “PhotoExpo.”

Local volunteers who contributed 
time, talent, and other resources to 
the 2015 programs included Scott Al-
lenby, the Andover Energy Group, Deb 
Brower, Lee Carvalho, Larry and Susan 
Chase, Charlotte and Luan Clark, Steve 
Colardeau, Pam Cooper, Tina Cotton, 
Charlie Darling, Bob Eldredge, Jay 
Fitzgerald, Glenn Haley, David Kidder, 
Rick “Mooseman” Libbey, Bob Norand-
er, Harvey Pine, Proctor Academy, Jim-
my Sferes, Nancy Tripp, Eric Viandier, 
Jennifer White, Todd Workman, Marcia 
Wyman, and Peter Zak. 

Ragged-Kearsarge Greenway volunteer 
Lee Carvalho; Friends of the Northern 
Rail Trail-Merrimack County co-presi-
dent Alex Bernhard; and Andover Plan-
ning Board member Paul Currier.

Attendees will then share informa-
tion about additional local hiking op-
portunities. The ultimate goal of the 
workshop is to combine the informa-
tion collected in the session into a single 
document or Web site for the use of all 
area hikers.

An evening with Andover’s own 
master storyteller, Lauretta Phillips, to 
be held at 7 PM on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 17, also in the AE/MS library. A 
professional storyteller since 1987 and 
a founding member of several regional 
storytelling organizations, Lauretta 
writes most of her own material, but 
her repertoire also includes “folk tales, 
fairy tales, legends, urban tales, tall 
tales, small tales, cat tales, rat tales, and 
just plain tales.” In addition to being 
entertained by Lauretta, attendees will 
also learn about the art and history of 
storytelling and about other opportuni-
ties to see local storytellers perform.

Formed as a working group of the 
Andover Community Association in 
early 2015, the Andover Institute was 
so-named to recall a common title for 
many private educational institutions 
in 19th-century America – the short-
lived Highland Lake Institute in East 
Andover, for one example. Andover 
residents who have suggestions for fu-
ture programs and events are urged to 
contact the association at AndoverCom-

Institute  from page 18

Potter  from page 16

Three Rivers Chorale
 Seeks New Voices

Rehearse on Mondays 
at 6:30 PM in Franklin
Press release

A Franklin choral group, Three Riv-
ers Chorale, would welcome new so-
prano, alto, tenor, and baritone voices. 
This budding group has performed for 

local events and is eager to grow its 
membership.

Rehearsals take place on Mondays 
at 6:30 PM at Inspire Music, 47 River 
Street (in the old railroad building). 
Contact Christine Dzujna at 934-7163 
for more information. 

Monday Evening Spanish 
Classes at Bachelder Library

Learn Spanish or brush 
up forgotten skills
Press release

All are welcome to join the new 
Spanish class being offered on Monday 
evenings at the Bachelder Library in 
East Andover, whether new to Spanish 
and wanting to learn the basics, or al-
ready having some Spanish background 
but wanting to practice rusty skills.

Co-sponsored by the Andover Insti-
tute and the library, the Spanish class 
meets each week from 6:30 to 7:30 PM, 
and newcomers are welcome to join at 
any time.

The class is starting at a beginning 

level; classes may evolve into beginner 
and intermediate/advanced sections de-
pending on student levels and interest.

The class includes grammar, read-
ing, writing, and conversation and is 
taught by Chloe Rochon. Chloe has 
taught Spanish at the New Hampton 
School and has lived in Nicaragua and 
Spain.

The cost for a four-week series is 
$48, or $15 per session on a drop-in ba-
sis; anyone interested is encouraged to 
drop in to try it out. For more informa-
tion, contact Caroline Moulton Ratzki 
at CarolineMoulton@gmail.com or Chloe 
Rochon at Chloe_Rochon@hotmail.com.

 

tate, but the house burned down. Their 
graves were moved to their present site 
in 1849 to make room for a railroad. All 
that remains to this day is a small plot 
with their gravestones, the registry site 
concludes.

According to The Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry, Potter’s wife Sally was a 
Penobscot Indian. When Potter started 
his solo career, she served as his assistant.

“Because of his dark complexion, 
Potter was often thought to be an Amer-
ican Indian or Hindu, all of which added 
to his air of mystery,” the site continues. 
“He was described in advertisements 
as a ‘Black Yankee.’ He sometimes 
dressed in a turban and performed as 
an Asian or introduced his wife (accu-
rately) as an American Indian. Potter 
took full advantage of his perceived ex-
otic appearance and fueled the mystery 
over the origin of his birth by claiming 
to be the son of Benjamin Franklin. (Al-
though Franklin was known to be quite 
the ladies’ man, he was out of the coun-
try at the time of Potter’s conception.)

“Magic acts performed by Asians 
and Africans were successful because 
of the lingering belief of the public in 
‘real magic’ from mystical and exotic 
parts of the earth. Potter, the consum-
mate showman, took advantage of these 
folk beliefs and gave his audiences what 
they wanted – mystery, exoticism, and 
a smashing good show. In 1817, during 
the depression of 1815 to 1820, he was 

confi dent enough to increase his ad-
mission to a dollar, at a time when an 
unskilled laborer earned about 50 cents 
per day.

“While he performed primarily 
in New England, Potter and his wife 
played most of the United States. In 
Mobile, Alabama, he was refused space 
at an inn because of his race. Despite 
his run-in with prejudice during his 
stop, he made $4,800 – about $55,500 
today. Not feeling safe with that much 
money, he left the city in the middle of 
the night in the opposite direction of his 
next venue.”

After Potter’s death, his son Richard 
Jr. continued his father’s profession, al-
though unsuccessfully.

The Manchester, New Hampshire, 
“Ring” of the International Brother-
hood of Magicians is named in honor of 
Richard Potter.

According to Magicpedia, for one 
of his tricks, Potter would enter an 
oven – we assume a large oven – with 
raw meat and remain in there until the 
meat was cooked. We assume he would 
emerge unscathed and not charbroiled. 
He also handled and swallowed molten 
lead. Kids, don’t try this at home.

Mr. Know-It-All, a.k.a. Bob Trem-
blay, can be reached at 508 626-4409 
or RTremblay@WickedLocal.com. 

New Hampshire's Premier
Barn Event Venue:
Family Reunions,

Weddings, Corporate Events,
Holiday Parties, Fundraisers,

and more!
NOW HEATED!

HALCYON 
QUILTING
LONGARM QUILTING 

SERVICES

I would love to help you 
finish your quilt.

Quick turn-around. 
Call for an appointment.

Julia Friedline
 23 Fifth Lane • East Andover

735-4424
HalcyonQuilting@gmail.com

Inner Peace Tai Chi
The Red Barn, Wilmot Flat

Tuesdays 10 -11 A.M.
On-going through the Winter 

Sign-up at Door
4 weeks $30    $8 for drop-ins

For Info: 526-7934 • nesainc@aol.com

TAI CHI 
Moving Meditation

Senior Safe -
Senior Friendly

• Balance

• Flexibility

• Strength

• Mental Concentration oncentration

New Saturday 

New Saturday 
Classes 9-10 AM

Classes 9-10 AMstart Feb 6 

start Feb 6 
ReD Barn, Wilmot

ReD Barn, Wilmot

Too Good to Throw Away?

ANDOVER YANKEE 
TRADER!
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Cate Beauman, formerly of 
Andover, is now a best-selling ro-

mantic-suspense author. Two of her 
books, Justice for Abby and Saving 
Sophie, won gold and silver respec-
tively in the romance-suspense cat-
egory of a prestigious international 
book award contest for 2015.

Cate’s Bodyguards of LA County romance-suspense novels now stretch-
es to nine best-selling titles. She’s working on the 10th: Finding Lyla.

Ma   Braley Wins AF&G Deer Pool
Winning buck was 
Matt’s fi rst
Press release

The Andover Fish and Game Club 
has announced the results of its an-
nual deer pool. Matt Braley won the 
pool with an eight-point buck weighing 
193.5 pounds. It was Matt’s fi rst buck, 
and he shot it on his 17th birthday!

Here is the full list of winners in the 
deer pool:

1. Matt Braley, 8 pts, 193.5 lbs
2. Robin Gowling, 7 pts, 193 lbs
3. Bob Harrington, 8 pts, 180 lbs

4. Carol Morgan, 8 pts, 180 lbs
5. Pat Mead, 13 pts, 169 lbs
6. Michael Huntoon, 8 pts, 168 lbs
7. Don Padgett, 8 pts, 167 lbs
8. Gary Balanger, 10 pts, 167 lbs
9. Gary Currier, 8 pts, 154 lbs
10. Nicholas Rowe, 6 pts, 154 lbs
11. George French Jr, 7 pts, 153 lbs
AJ Chadwick won the average weight 

prize at 146 lbs. David Miller and Donna 
French each won a $50 cash prize.

The Club gives special thanks to 
Frank Szilagyi for running the deer 
pool, and to Bob Weeks at Smith River 
Trading Post for the prizes. 

Matt Braley receives his fi rst place trophy in the Andover Fish and Game 
Club’s annual deer pool from club president Gordy Ordway. Matt’s winning 
buck was 193.5 pounds and eight points; he shot it on his 17th birthday.

In November, Angela Jones Carlson celebrated her 40th birthday in Las 
Vegas at the New York-New York Hotel and Casino.

Pancake Road & Route 11 Tues - Sat 10 to 5, Sun - 1 to 5
Andover NH Closed Monday
735-4100 ConstantQuilter.com

The Constant Quilter
The Leprechaun (shop) Hop

March 17, 18 & 19 •9:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.
Passports now on sale - $8.00 each

Six Great Quilt Shops
• Gifts 
• Prizes
• Discounts 
• Refreshments

l h dl
Maple SyrupMaple Syrup

www.RaggedViewFarm.com  | Andover, NH  |  603-724-7511

S le igh Ridesl

GOT NEWS? Mail@AndoverBeacon.com or PO Box 149 or 735-6099 

PUBLICIZE YOUR FUNDRAISER IN THE BEACON!
Send articles, photos, and/or ads to the Beacon before and after. 735-6099
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The AE/MS art room is a fun place! Sixth grade arts students Lily Men-
ard, Brynne Makechnie, Jesse Niemyer, Tyler Champagne, Dana Bus-

well, Sierra Provost, Anthony Hammond, and Michael Miller got messy 
while creating bowls from balloons and plaster wrap.
 Caption and photo: Jane Slayton

A Cappella Group to Perform
at February Coff eehouse

CSC Riffed on 
Friday, February 19
Press release

A 16-member a cappella (without 
accompaniment) group of singing stu-
dents from Colby-Sawyer College in 
New London will be the featured per-
formers on Friday evening, February 
19, at the monthly Andover Commu-
nity Coffeehouse concert, offered in 
the Highland Lake Grange Hall in East 
Andover. The event, which begins at 7 
PM, is open to the public at no charge; 
donations are accepted.

Known as CSC Riffed, the group 
has been performing together since 
2014 and is the only student-run musi-
cal program at the college. Its repertoire 
is described as being “aimed at a vari-
ety of audiences, with a passion for re-
hashing contemporary hits and classical 
favorites alike. Riffed is always ready 
to perform and is excited to continue to 
grow in the future.”

CSC Riffed lists its participants as 
“three basses, four tenors, four altos, 
four sopranos, and a beatboxer.” (A 
beatboxer is a person who “mimics 

drums and drum machines using his 
or her mouth, lips, tongue, and voice,” 
according to Wikipedia.) The group’s 
videos can be seen at Facebook.com/
cscriffed.

Also appearing onstage will be up 
to a dozen open-microphone perform-
ers, whose contributions in previous 
months have ranged from the spoken 
word to show-business, jazz, folk, 
bluegrass, and country-and-western 
tunes.

Doors to the Grange Hall will open 
at 6 PM for food purchases offered by 
the Andover Congregational Church 
and for open-mic sign-ins on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-serve basis. Sponsor for the 
evening is Fenton’s Construction of 
Andover, whose donation covers rental 
of the Grange Hall.

Video recordings of past programs 
are shown on a number of community-
access channels across the state and are 
available on Andover’s town Web site at 
Andover.nh.us by clicking on “Town In-
formation” and then “Video Archive.” 
The video programs are produced by 
volunteers at Andover Community TV.

 

Jim Connell and Paul Currier, both of Andover, performed “The Ballad of Jed 
Clampett,” also known as the “Beverly Hillbillies Theme Song,” at the Janu-
ary 15 coffeehouse. The duo have been playing together off and on for more 
than 15 years and are also members of two larger Andover-based music 
groups, the Living Stones and the Ragged Mountain Band. 
 Caption: Larry Chase

Three Salisbury Elementary School students won an essay contest about 
Veterans Day and were awarded Remembrance Caps by veteran Bill 

Leber of Andover.

Franklin Animal Shelter: Be the Set 
of Hands that Saves a Set of Paws

Winter is here, and the 
pets need your help
Press release

The Franklin Animal Shelter wants 
to remind you that most of our cats and 
dogs are enjoying a cozy winter in a 
loving home. Unfortunately, not all ani-
mals in our area are as lucky. Some suf-
fer from hunger, neglect, cruelty, and 
abandonment.

The Franklin Animal Shelter pro-
vides a place where Good Samaritan 

rescuers, area police, and those no lon-
ger able to care for pets can turn for 
help. The shelter provides food, warm 
beds, needed medical attention, and 
loving care.

Your support is needed for us to con-
tinue providing these services to our 
unfortunate furry residents and help 
them on their way to the happy forev-
er-homes they so deserve. Please visit 
FranklinAnimalShelter.com. Every gift 
matters. Be the set of hands that saves a 
set of paws. 

FOR YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS.

DISPOSAL DONE RIGHT
CALL TODAY FOR PRICING!

NO HIDDEN FEES

NO FUEL SURCHARGES
NO TRICKY LONG-TERMCONTRACTS TO SIGN

  Like us on Facebook.

SAVE WITH OUR DUMPSTER

DEPOT BUCKS

.Like us on Facebook.

TOLL FREE 1-866-56-DEPOT

LOCAL 603-783-8050

WWW.DUMPSTERDEPOT.COM

 HOME CLEANOUTS • STORM DAMAGE • ROOFING MATERIALS • SMALL DUMPSTERS • FRONT LOAD DUMPSTERS

 COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL BUSINESS SERVICE • ROLL-OFF OPEN TOP CONTAINERS • COMPACT UNITS
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Franklin Animal Shelter 
Raffl  es Romantic Evenings

Win a get-away 
to Highland Lake Inn
Press release

Once again, the Franklin Animal 
Shelter is celebrating St. Valentine’s 
Day with a raffl e of a romantic evening 
to share with your sweetheart.

This year’s prizes include a one-
night stay, including wine and choco-
lates, at the following locations:

First prize: Common Man Inn in 
Claremont (pet-friendly room)

Second prize: Highland Lake Inn, 
Andover

Third prize: Black Swan Inn, Tilton
Raffl e tickets may be purchased for 

$5 each or $10 for three. The drawing 
will take place on Sunday, February 14.

Tickets are available from Franklin-
AnimalShelter.com, the Franklin and Tilton 
offi ces of the Franklin Savings Bank, 
Avalon Animal Hospital, Blackwater Vet-
erinary Services, Lake Side Veterinary 
Hospital, or Christine Dzujna at 934-7163.

The Franklin Animal Shelter is a 
tax-exempt organization. Tax deduct-
ible contributions may be made through 
FranklinAnimalShelter.com, or mailed to 
PO Box 265, Franklin NH 03235. 

“Parenting A Second Time 
Around” Group Meets in Franklin

PASTA supports 
grandparents and others
Press release

Are you raising a grandchild, niece, 
nephew, or other relative’s child? Rela-
tives raising a second generation bring 
unique challenges, and you deserve 
some support! You’re cordially invited 
to attend the Parenting a Second Time 
Around (PASTA) group.

This group is support for those who 
are parenting children other than their 
own after having parented their own 
children. Grandparents and extended 

family relatives that fi nd themselves 
with this responsibility are welcome to 
join. The group is structured to provide 
an open and caring environment so ev-
eryone can fi nd support, have their con-
cerns heard, learn something new, and 
also teach others a new perspective.

The group is held every other Mon-
day at the Bessie Rowell Community 
Center in Franklin at 5:30 PM. Free child 
care is provided by the Community Cen-
ter staff, and there is a free dinner!

For more information, contact Bran-
don Pare at 934-4144 ex. 247 or BPare@
sau18.org. 

East Andover Village Preschool 
Plans Spaghe  i Fundraiser

Saturday, February 20 
from 5 to 7 PM
Press release

We fi nished the 2015 year with a very 
busy December. On December 12, we 
had 34 grandparents attend our Grand-
parent Day event. With their grandchil-
dren, they enjoyed songs and puppets 
with Margo Coolidge. She sang some fa-
vorites like Puff the Magic Dragon and 
Frosty the Snowman. Following the mu-
sic, the children created a small, painted 
candle holder with their grandparents.

On December 18, we held our 
Family Open House entitled “Stories 
from the Classroom,” highlighting the 
themes and work of the children in the 
form of hands-on “loose parts” play, 
trail mix recipe writing, as well as video 
and documentation boards. All of these 
activities showed the children’s enthu-
siasm for our seed study, creative and 
collaborative play, and our log cabin 
installation and its evolution. Most im-
portantly, the children and teachers had 
stories to tell about friends, lost shoes, 
learning, and things real and imagined 
in books, pictures, and drawings.

A little less than half of our 27 fami-
lies joined us across the street at the 
Bachelder Library for an entertaining 
and educational performance by Mi-
chael Caduto. The teachers are grateful 
to the community and families for their 
strong support of our special events.

2016 promises to be equally engag-
ing. On Thursday, February 4, there are 
a limited number of spots for anyone in-
terested in becoming certifi ed in CPR/
First Aid. Please call the school if you 
are interested.

Heather Hill, a behaviorist and be-
loved former school nurse at AE/MS, 

will be speaking to interested families 
on the topic of “How to Handle Chal-
lenging Behaviors with Children.” The 
date is still being determined.

To cap off our month of February, 
we will be holding our fi fth annual 
Spaghetti Dinner and Raffl e at AE/
MS on Saturday, February 20, from 5 
to 7 PM. As a small, non-profi t school, 
we rely on fundraising events such as 
the Spaghetti Dinner to cover costs to 
run our school, while striving to keep 
the tuition affordable. Proceeds from 
the Dinner also support our scholarship 
fund, which helps families with need 
send their children to EAVP.

All are welcome to attend. Be sure 
to see our ad on page 39 as the event is 
known for having some very desirable 
raffl e items!

Big fundraising events such as the 
dinner and raffl e, as well as the over-
seeing of the operation of the school, 
are handled by a dedicated Advisory 
Board, all of whom volunteer their time 
to support the teachers and families in 
making EAVP a quality program. The 
teachers would like to acknowledge and 
thank the following Board members for 
their dedication and work on behalf of 
the school so far this year: Jill Jones 
Grotnes, Abby Webster, EB Perry, Dar-
lene Tilton, Sarah Gilman, Josh Wat-
kins, Meredith Grover, and Jodi Nelson.

In the meantime, the Preschoolers 
are opening a post offi ce, thinking about 
light, shadows, and colors, and making 
special squares for a one-of-a-kind quilt 
to be raffl ed off at our Spaghetti Dinner. 
They will be seeing the process of quilt-
making from idea through to the end 
product. Along the way they will learn 
about shapes and patterns, stories about 
quilts, and much more. 

Visit us beside the Andover School for a great selection of clothing!
“Color of the Month” for February: Pink. Any pink clothing item is 50% off !

(except current consignments)
Your purchase makes scholarships possible and supports 

other projects of the Andover Service Club in the community.

V t b d th A d S h l f t l t f l th
Andover Service Club Andover Service Club Thrift ShopThrift Shop

Now accepting consignments and donations.
Hours: Tues.–Thur. 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. • Sat. 10 A.M. to 2 P.M. • Tel.: 735-5269 

TIME TO APPLY
for Andover Service Club 

SCHOLARSHIPS
Available to:

Andover’s Graduating 
Seniors and Adults 
entering or continuing 

College or Professional/
Technical School

DEADLINE: FRI, APR 15
Application forms at 

AndoverBeacon.com/ASC-Scholarship, 
ASC Thrift Shop, 

Andover Elementary -  Middle School,
Proctor Academy, and MVHS

Diane Rice - diane.rice226@gmail.com

Joan Marie’s 
 in Wilmot
Tanning Bed & Hair Styling

Specializing in Hair Color
Cut & Style Wigs

Unisex for All Ages

The Only Tanning Bed 
in Town!

Reiki II

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

526-2109

"Welcome Spring" Art and Craft Show

Call for Artists and Crafters
Saturday, May 7, 2016 • 10 A.M. –3 P.M.
Place: Andover Elementary/Middle School

20 School Street, Andover, NH 03216

The Andover Service Club is inviting artists and crafters to show 
and sell their work, while interacting with residents of this won-
derful community. This  show and sale is non-juried and open to 
all artist and crafters who are 18 years of age and older.

Please contact Mary T. Ofenloch, chairlady, at (603) 735-4101 (after 10 a.m.) or 
e-mail maryo.asclub@live.com for an application and or more information.

Sponsored by: The Andover Service Club • P.O. Box 22 • Andover, NH 03216

To benefit the ASC Scholarship Fund and Community Organizations 

We’re an independent, Trusted Choice® insurance agency.  
Locally owned and operated by the Barselle Family since 1980. 
We work for YOU, not the big insurance companies. Experience  a 

 

Homeowner • Automotive • Motorcycle • Boat
ATV & Snowmobile • Business • Farm & Forest 

Life & Disability •

Call us to discuss your insurance needs at 1-800-392-6532

www.colby-group.com
Brett Barselle
Owner, President
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The Andover Lions Club hosted a basketball tournament over Christmas 
vacation. William Furtkamp (center) was named All-Tourney MVP. Sadie 

Barton (left) and Chase Keyser were named Game MVPs. AE/MS always 
enjoys the Lions Tournament.

Eleven-year-old Colby Rose of Sanbornton, the great-grandson of Andover 
Fish and Game Club member Jim Laughy and grandson of Patrick 

Laughy, was successful in New Hampshire’s 2015 Youth Hunt this fall.

Lions Club Announces 
Calendar Raffl  e Winners

One winner 
each day in January
Press releaase

The Andover Lions Club has an-
nounced the winners in its January cal-
endar raffl e:

1. Wesley John, $350
2. Bill, $100
3. Susan O’Connel, $150
4. John Wentworth, $100
5. Dominic, $50
6. Kris Minard, $50
7. John Wentworth, $50
8. Walter Scott, $50
9. Susan Whalen, $100
10. Susan O’Connel, $150
11. Bill Corliss, $100
12. Arlene Camp, $50

13. Ivy Cowles, $50
14. Barbara Neslinson, $50
15. Sue Norris, $50
16. Ron Wood, $100
17. Ed Alteriso, $150
18. Dan Coolidge, $100
19. Steve Kidder, $50
20. Carolyn Currier, $50
21. Ebon James, $50
22. Judith Danforth, $50
23. Chris Wood, $100
24. Carolyn Currier, $150
25. Glenn Haley, $100
26. Daryl Moore, $50
27. Ronald Roz, $50
28. Dale Cook, $50
29. Lisa Kaplan, $50
30. Delany Young, $100
31. Terry Aldrich, $400 

It’s Time to Apply for Andover 
Service Club Scholarships

Applications due by 
Friday, April 15
Diane Rice, ASC Scholarship chair

The Andover Service Club is 
pleased to announce that the application 
process for the 2016 Merit Scholarship 
awards has begun. Awards are based 
on academic performance, character at-
tributes, and community involvement, 
and not on fi nancial need.

Graduating seniors and adults en-
tering or continuing their education 
at a college, professional, or technical 
school are eligible to apply. Scholar-

ship applications are available at the 
Andover Elementary/Middle School, 
Proctor Academy, Merrimack Valley 
High School, and the Andover Service 
Club Thrift Shop, located in Andover. 
They may also be downloaded at Ando-
verBeacon.com/ASC-Scholarship.

To be eligible for a scholarship, ap-
plicants must have a close tie to the 
town of Andover. Details of the resi-
dential requirements are available in 
the application packet. All applications 
and supporting material must be post-
marked by Friday, April 15, in order for 
the application to be considered. 

A.D. & G. FUEL CO. INC.

SAVE 10 CENTSSAVE 10 CENTS
OFF DAILY CASH PRICE

*150G MINIMUM DELIVERY REQUIRED
* MUST PRESENT COUPON & PAYMENT AT TIME OF DELIVERY
* CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY SPECIAL PRICING

27A HILL ROAD
WEST FRANKLIN

#2 FUEL
KEROSENE

934-5400
EXPIRES 2/29/16

PER
GALLON

ABSEP15

French Pastries  |  Wedding & Occasion Cakes  |  Wholesale & Retail

Coming Soon!  46 Main Street  |  Andover, NH  |  603.748.5359  |  www.tartecafeandbakery.com

• Security & Fire Alarms
• Fire Extinguishers
• Temperature Control
• Freeze Alarms
• Patient & Medical Alarms
• Camera Surveillance
• Card Access Systems

• Emergency Lighting
• Remote Video Monitoring
• 24 Hr Monitoring Center
• Central Vacuum Systems
• Inspections / Testing
• Maintenance / Cleaning
• Intercoms

SPECIALIZED SERVICESSPECIALIZED SERVICES

1-800-524-92431-800-524-9243
Residential
Industrial

Commercial
Fully Insured

Qualifi ed Technicians

Free Monitoring for Referrals

GOT NEWS? Mail@AndoverBeacon.com or PO Box 149 or 735-6099 
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Scytheville Row
Suite 202

75 Newport Road
New London, NH 

526-7777
www.erctax.com

Taxation 
Professionals
Individuals & Business
Federal and All States

Guaranteed Accurate  
Year-around Support

IRS & State Tax Problem Resolution

I N C O M E  T A X  P R E P A R A T I O N

Homemade Breads, Pies, Desser s, Soups, Ribs, Pulled Pork, Meatloaf etc,
Freshly breaded Seafood (Whole  . Clams, Clam St ips, 

Shrimp, Sea Scallops Haddock)
also ser ing Golden Fried Tripe, Liver Bacon & Onions, 

Baked Lamb Shanks, Pot Roast etc.

MacKENNA’S
Your Hometown Restaurant since 1965

Serving Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

New London Shopping Center Telephone 603-526-9511
Open 7 days for Breakfast & Lunch.

Th ursday, Friday & Saturday for Dinner

SUN4U SUN4U LLCLLC 
TANNING SALONTANNING SALON

279 Franklin Highway, Andover, NH

Spray Tanning 

Spray Tanning 

Now Available!

Now Available!

by appointment only

Open Mon–Fri, Noon to 7 PM • Saturday 9 AM to 1 PM

Tel.: 603-977-0126 • Sun4Ullc@yahoo.com

3 Booths • 4 Beds

Gift certifi cates available! 

Get a free tan! 
Just bring 5 canned goods to help fill the Andover Food Pantry!

354

Jay C. Boynton 
Attorney at Law 

Continuing to provide personalized legal 
service to individuals, families, businesses, 
non-profit organizations and municipalities 
with attention to detail, willingness to listen 
and the promise of absolute confidentiality 
for over 38 years.   Now considering new 
matters by appointment at 

164 Main Street, PO Box 395               
Andover, NH 03216-0395                  

603-735-5554                  
boyntonlawoffice@tds.net 

Mary Kuechenmeister’s 
SPI Featured on Encore.org

Preserving stories and 
stimulating learning 
From Encore.org

This story about Mary Keuchen-
meister of Andover is part of a national 
online collection of Stories from the 
Encore Movement. It is reprinted with 
permission from Encore.org, a nonprofi t 
building a movement to tap the skills 
and experience of those in midlife and 
beyond to improve communities and 
the world.

I founded the Story Preservation Ini-
tiative (SPI) in 2010. It started simply as 
an outgrowth of my irrepressible inter-
est in people’s life stories.

That interest has always been a 
large part of who I am, going back to 
my twenties, when I would call people 
up on the phone and ask, “Can I meet 
you?” More times than not, the answer 
was yes. Some of my earliest inter-
views: an Olympic biathlete; a Shaker 
basket maker; a group of environmen-
talists who re-nested sea turtle eggs. 
There were few stones left unturned.

Now a 501(c)(3) public charity, 
SPI audio records the oral histories of 
those of high achievement in the arts, 
sciences, and humanities for use as an 
educational resource. Our collection is 
archived in the Library of Congress, the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum, and in libraries throughout the 
country.

In 2014, Story Preservation created 
our Learning Lab project, for which 
we combine our primary source audio 
with teacher-vetted project-based les-
son plans. And we bring this resource 
directly into the classroom. Primary 
source material + project-based lesson 
plans = BIG (fun) Learning!

Monadnock Regional Middle-High 
School in New Hampshire is a Learn-
ing Lab school. One particular class 
was introduced to audio of noted orni-
thologist and birdsong expert Donald 
Kroodsma. The audio, along with more 
than 100 images of birds, served as the 
engagement piece for this term-long pi-
lot project.

Bird feeders were set up in the school 
courtyard. The students’ assignment 
was to keep a nature journal, in which 
they drew and identifi ed the birds that 

they saw and engaged in refl ec-
tive writing. Their observations 
were compiled and sent to the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
Project FeederWatch Program.

The learning that took place 
throughout the term was broad 
and deep, ranging from writing 
and drawing to scientifi c obser-
vation, as well as research and 
interviewing skills. Perhaps the 
“pièce de resistance,” the stu-
dents designed a bird sanctuary 
and wrote a proposal to have it 
built, and it was unanimously 
approved by the school board.

As one student put it: “The 
SPI Learning Lab Project was 
memorable because I was able 

to explore nature, physically and men-
tally. I loved how it was hands-on be-
cause I got to do all of the fi lling of bird 
feeders, making blueprints, and just be-
ing able to be with the birds.”

Younger people bring fresh ideas 

and energy to their work, but many 
times they also bring the distractions 
of home and other commitments to the 
workplace. Older workers focus, focus, 
focus … they bring passion, enthusi-
asm, and a tirelessness and singleness 
of purpose to the workplace.

[In an e-mail to the Beacon, Mary 
adds that Andover Elementary/Mid-
dle School also participates in the SPI 
Learning Lab Project.]

For more information about SPI, vis-
it StoryPreservation.wordpress.com.

Are you 50+ and giving back to your 
community? Share your “encore” story 
at Encore.org/share-encore-story-2. 

Mary Kuechenmeister’s “encore story” is 
the Story Preservation Initiative and its new 
Learning Lab Project.

“ ”
I am challenged by 
those I interview to 
expand my thinking, to 
question, to explore.

PLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITALPLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITAL
24-HOUR EMERGENCY COVERAGE

Mona Rooney, D.V.M.
Colrain Balch, D.V.M.
Serena Peeters, D.V.M
Elkins, New Hampshire • 603 526-6976
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Remembering Don Gross
Don Gross died in a tragic accident 

at home on January 7. Don was a very 
important member of our community 
and touched many of our lives. The 
Beacon asked everyone to send remem-
brances or tributes of any length, even 
as short as a single sentence, for pub-
lication in the February issue. Here’s 
what we received.

Don’s Big Heart
I met Don last year when he called 

me to do some work on one of the ga-
rage doors down at the old RP Johnson 
facility.

I had just met Don, but he made me 
feel like I had known him all his life. 
We hit it off right away, and it was Don’s 
big heart that made you feel good to be 
around him.

I told him I was looking for a new 
place to run my business out of, and he 
said, “I got just the building for you.” 
And he did. I rented the old Building 
Number 2 that day.

From that point on, when I would see 
Don down at the Blackwater Junction 
Restaurant or over at the storage build-
ings, I would always put 10 or 15 min-
utes aside because Don would love to 
talk, and I enjoyed talking with him. He 
was a man of great integrity, and I am 
so happy to have known him, but so sad 
that he’s gone.

My thoughts and prayers to his fam-
ily. Don will be missed.

Jim Buchan
Granite Garage Doors

Story Time with Don
Don and I worked together for three 

years on the Andover Board of Se-
lectmen. The United States Congress 
should take a page out of our book, be-
cause Don and I were at opposite ends 
of the political spectrum, yet we worked 
through the issues and always came up 
with a compromise that would work.

After our regular meetings, fellow 
selectman Jake Johnson and I always 
looked forward to “story time with 
Uncle Don,” when he would tell us hair-
raising stories about his days on active 
duty as a police offi cer in Nashua, and 
even more hair-raising stories about the 
politics of public service.

Don always said that if I ever needed 
to fi nd him, he would be at the coun-
ter of the Blackwater Junction Restau-
rant just about every morning around 
9. Don, I hope the food at the counter 
where you are now is just as satisfying, 
and the company just as good.

Vicky Mishcon

Champion Christmas Cookie Baker
Don was a sincere man. A simple 

conversation was all it took to tell that 
he truly cared about everyone. He never 
seemed rushed; instead, he was always 
willing to stop and chat. It was a simple 
gesture that made one feel important.

He was also a champion Christmas 
cookie baker who was always willing 

to share what he baked. He will be so 
greatly missed!

Christina Alterisio
Former teller at Lake Sunapee 

Bank, Andover

Don was a Good Person
Don didn’t need anyone to think that 

he was a good person; Don needed to 
know that he was a good person ... and 
a good person is exactly what he was.

Ken Reid

“Well, yah …”
I was blessed to know Don and Kar-

en Gross for several years. I cannot re-
member a time when visiting that they 
did not say, “If you or Jean need any-
thing, just call.” Sadly, I got to say those 
same words to Karen at Don’s funeral 
and wake.

When WMUR came to interview 
me as their neighbor, they knew Don’s 
statewide infl uence as police chief of 
Nashua. When they asked me how I re-
membered Don, I said what anyone else 
would say: “Don was my friend and al-
ways had my back.” I’m not sure that 
I even thought about the big footprint 
that he had on New Hampshire; he was 
just my friend.

This was also brought to my atten-
tion by one of my patients named Chris. 
He would meet with Don on Sundays at 
Don’s “offi ce,” the Blackwater Junction 
Restaurant. Chris made note that Don 
always treated him as “a good friend.” 
Don had that gift, to make you feel like 
you really were his good friend.

Don’s other offi ce was his pickup 
truck. We would meet frequently on our 
road, stop, roll down our windows, and 
talk. Don had what I would call “Don-
isms.” If something was so obvious 
that even a dummy would understand, 
he would lean slightly forward with a 
twinkle in his eye saying, “Well, yah.”

I fi nd myself now traveling 
Kearsarge Mountain Road, checking 
the horizon for my friend. I miss him, 
and it hurts; but Karen misses him far 
more. As time goes on, may Andover, 
may New Hampshire, echo the words 
to Karen that I heard from her so often, 
“If you need anything, just call.” Listen 
closely and you’ll hear Don say, “Well, 
yah.”

Dan Bezon
Friend, neighbor

Keep It Simple
Since moving to Andover almost 20 

years ago, I have grown and learned 
an immeasurable amount about what 
it means to be an active member of a 
small community. Don was a big part 
of my growth and learning, and I miss 
him terribly.

I’m proud to have been a small 
source of amusement to him over the 
years. He’d stop at the foot of my drive-
way, and we’d share a chuckle over 
my fl atlander approach to life on the 

See Don Gross  on page 26

Remembering Dr. Don Kaplan
Andover Lions 
mourn his loss
Andover Lions Club

The members of the Andover Lions 
Club were saddened with the passing of 
Andover Lion Don Kaplan. Our sym-
pathies and condolences go out to Nan 
and the wonderful Kaplan family.

We fi rst met Dr. Don when he was 
the guest speaker at one of our Lions 
Club meetings. He spoke of his adven-
tures sailing around Europe, the Medi-
terranean, and the Bahamas.

Soon he joined our club, and it was a 
perfect fi t for an ophthalmologist con-
cerned about eye care, the blind and visu-
ally impaired, and the Lions Club, whose 
major project efforts are in sight conserva-
tion and help for the blind. Dr. Don became 
very helpful in reviewing the requests from 
those in need of eye exams and glasses.

Don soon was very active with the 
club and served on the board of directors 
and held various offi ces. He was elected 
President of the Andover Lions Club in 
2004. He was active in the Lions District 
and was elected President of the Lions 
Sight and Hearing Foundation of NH.

Don was instrumental in bringing to 
New Hampshire the Lions Internation-
al Kidsight eye screening program for 
children six months to six years of age. 
With the use of special cameras, Li-
ons Club members could take pictures 
of the children’s eyes, and the photos 

would be read by a doctor to determine 
the need for treatment and possibly 
avoid the lazy eye and other maladies. 
Don was that doctor for most of the 
screening in the state.

Dr. Don was involved in many com-
munity projects for many organizations.

He enjoyed golf and helped with the 
club’s golf tournament. He liked tennis, 
but we never played. We shared many 
Fisher Cat baseball games. When the 
Lions Club sponsored a “Night at the 
Fisher Cats” on the picnic deck, Dr. 
Don was a big supporter, bringing peo-
ple in from foreign lands such as Con-
necticut, Massachusetts, and Italy to fi ll 
the seats.

Don was a friendly guy with a good 
sense of humor and seemed to fi t in with 
any group; rich or poor, old or young, 
friendly or not so friendly. He was the 
epitome of our Lions toast we use in our 
opening of club meetings: “Not above 
you, not beneath you, but with you.”

We will always remember that Don 
Kaplan is with us: Good Friend, Out-
standing Lion, Great American. God 
bless him. May he rest in peace.

The Lions Sight and Hearing Founda-
tion of New Hampshire established the 
Granite State Fellow program to assist 
Lions Clubs in recognizing people who 
have provided outstanding service to the 
community. The Andover Lions Cub pre-
sented a Progressive Granite State Fellow 
posthumously to Dr. Don Kaplan. 

New London  • 526-2800  • Open Daily
ClarkesHardware.com

Bird Feeder Headquarters!
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mountain. Whether it was forestry, or 
excavating, or snowplowing, or some 
new home improvement project, Don 
always had a simple, pragmatic sugges-
tion that cut through all my convoluted 
overthinking and got me back on track.

But what I’ll remember most about 
Don was his unwavering mantra for do-
ing good in the community, which he 
taught me as he organized the Andover 
Food Pantry: keep it simple and direct.

At fi rst, I was shocked by his certain-
ty that rules and forms and such were 
unnecessary. He wasn’t naïve; he knew 
there would always be people who’d 
take advantage. But Don also knew that 
that was a very small price to pay for 
getting help to the other people, those 
who really need it, in a simple, direct, 
and dignifi ed way.

Don was an absolute master of qui-
etly doing good in the community, and 
the example he set is one I’ll always re-
member and try to follow.

Charlie Darling

Remember What I Told You?
When I was hired as Town Admin-

istrator, Don gave me some simple yet 
very important advice: “Do your job, 
and don’t try to defend anybody else’s 
opinion.” He went on to say that the 
Town Administrator is a conduit to 
and from the Board of Selectmen, so 
remaining neutral is far more effective 
than taking a strong position.

Don would stop by to visit and would 
always fi nd an opportunity to ask, “Do 
you remember what I told you?”

I’d say “Yes,” and he’d laugh and say, 
“I know you do.”

That routine never got old, and al-
ready I miss it.

Marj Roy
Town Administrator

Don Had the Answers
I speak for all Andover Police De-

partment personnel when I say:
Not everyone gets lucky enough to 

have someone they can turn to when 
questions need answering or problems 
need solving. Don was that type of per-
son.

I owe a lot to Don for the many 
things he contributed to the Andover 
Police Department. I believe the new 
Police Station would not have been 
built as quickly and or as cost effec-
tively without Don’s input and connec-
tions. Whenever I needed advice about 
police situations or equipment, Don had 
the answers and the people to go to for 
those answers.

Don, you will be missed by all at the 
APD.

Chief Glenn E. Laramie

Our Friend
Thinking about what to say about 

Don Gross, many words come to mind: 
Strong, kind, generous, just to mention 
a few.

I will be forever thankful for the 

honor and blessing of having known 
this amazing man. He sure could share 
a story or two or lend a helping hand 
when needed. Sometimes just an en-
couraging word from Don would make 
your day better!

As I looked around at all the people 
who came to pay their respects, I won-
dered how many others he had touched 
along his journey. I know we are all 
missing him already. Andover has lost 
a big presence.

Hopefully we can gather strength 
from each other as we face the coming 
days.

Thank you for the memories, Don! 
“Bear hugs” to you in heaven, my 
friend.

Brenda Brown

Life is Too Short
How do you sum up in words some-

one’s life, especially someone as won-
derful as Don Gross? Wherever Don 
was, he was able to light up a room. 
Whenever I saw Don, he always had a 
smile on his face. This town has lost a 
truly amazing man.

Don, I am so happy to have known 
you, even if it was for a short time. 
Knowing you has made me a better 
person and inspires me always to re-
member that life is too short: live for 
today, because you never know what 
tomorrow will bring.

Amy Dillon

Community Spirit and Service
The Andover Lions Club was 

pleased to welcome Don Gross into the 
Club when he returned to town from 
Nashua. Don brought new energy to the 
activities of the club.

He was a strong advocate for the club 
to start the Andover Food Pantry and 
to keep the administration of it simple. 
He was very helpful in other activities. 
He shared his truck on occasion to haul 
the Concord Coach trailer or the food 
trailer to events.

I personally rode with Don to a 
Southern New Hampshire horse and 
carriage show, and we enjoyed fellow-
ship of Lions doing community service. 
We will miss him greatly.

I have known the Gross family since 
moving to town in 1972. John and Joan 
raised a wonderful family, and Don was 
a great example of community spirit 
and service. His death was such a tragic 
loss to family, friends, and the com-
munity. May Don Gross rest in peace. 
May God bless and comfort the Gross 
family.

Bill and Margie Leber

Wise Words, Caring Man
I fi rst met Don when he was a Se-

lectman and I was the newly-appointed 
Chief of Andover Emergency Medical 
Service (EMS). My fi rst impression of 
Don was that he was a man who gave 
you his undivided attention when you 
spoke with him. His interest in what 
you had to say or the issue with which 

Don Gross  from page 25

See Don Gross  on page 27

In Support of 
The Andover Beacon

Funeral Directors
J. Douglas Smart
Scott W. Davis

Brian D. Constant
SmartFuneralHome.com

SMART 
MEMORIAL HOMECHIROPRACTOR

Dan Bezon, D.C. Dan Bezon, D.C.  

9 Johnson Lane
Andover, NH

(603) 735-4488

Hours:
Mon. - Fri. • 6 - 11 A.M.

Mon., Tues. & Thu. 4 - 6:30 P.M. 

23 Summit Rd • New London
www.mountainsiderfc.com

www.facebook.com/mountainsiderfc

Complete Fitness Center • Free Weights • Cardio Center

Indoor Tennis • Pickleball • Personal Training

Zumba • PiYo • Flow Yoga • Les Mills Body Pump

Dance Aerobics • Massage Therapy

Supervised Childcare • Tennis Pro Shop • Shakeology

Mountainside Racquet & Fitness Center

Comp

Z

Sup

526-9293526-9293
Shape Up/Slim Down

45 Min Circuit Training Program!  
Tues/Thurs 8-8:45 A.M. and  Tues 6:30-7:30 P.M.

Pre-Registration Required

New!

J. MAC’S SERVICE & REPAIR J. MAC’S SERVICE & REPAIR LLCLLC
Power Equipment Parts and ServicePower Equipment Parts and Service

We have parts in stock!We have parts in stock!
Over 200 V Belts & 75+ Mower Blades in stock!Over 200 V Belts & 75+ Mower Blades in stock!

Also in Stock:Also in Stock:
• • Carburetor Kits & GasketsCarburetor Kits & Gaskets
• • Fuel Filters, Fuel Line, Fuel PumpsFuel Filters, Fuel Line, Fuel Pumps
• • Rewind Springs & Starter CordsRewind Springs & Starter Cords
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you were concerned became his only 
focus.

I think Don sensed my apprehension 
in accepting the Chief of EMS posi-
tion, and after one Selectmen’s meeting 
he made it a point to meet up with me 
to talk about anything that was on my 
mind. At the end of our conversation, 
he quickly and simply summed up my 

Don Gross  from page 26 problem and told me, “Don’t over-think 
it,” and that most solutions are right in 
front of us if we can only step back a 
bit and calmly look around. Wise words 
from a caring man.

Our community was blessed to have 
him, and he will be missed by many. 
My heartfelt condolences go out to his 
wife, family, and close friends.

John Kinney 

OBITUARIES

MARJORIE B. FRENCH, 88, a 
longtime resident of Franklin, 

died on November 27, 2015 at Concord 
Hospital following a period of failing 
health.

Marjorie was born in Tilton on 
September 21, 1927, the daughter of 
Charles and Ethel (Burnham) Gilman. 
She and her husband Frank lived on 
West Bow Street in Franklin for many 
years. She assisted her husband with 
offi ce work with his business, Vern 
Piper Radio and Television, in Franklin 
over the years. For many years she was 
employed at the former Tilton Leather 
Shop in Tilton and later at Acme Staple 
Company in Franklin.

She was a longtime golfer and joined 
her husband to become members of the 
Mojalaki Country Club in Franklin; 
they later became members at the Den 
Brae Golf Club in Sanbornton. Marjo-
rie loved animals, especially dogs.

She was predeceased by her husband 
of 61 years, Francis “Frank” J. French, 
who died in 2008; by her sister Edwina 
L. Stetson, who died in 2015; by her 
sister Selma R. Moniz of Manchester, 
who died in 1974; and by her brother 
Harland Gilman of Scituate, Massachu-
setts, who died in 1976.

Her family includes her brother-in-
law, Ralph Stetson of Andover; a niece, 
Susan Stetson of Florida; four nephews: 
Richard Stetson of Alaska, Mark Moniz 
from California, and Gary Moniz and 
Warren Moniz of New Hampshire.

According to Marjorie’s wishes, 
there were no calling hours.

A graveside service was held on 
December 15 at the family lot in Park 
Cemetery in Tilton, where she was bur-
ied with her husband and other mem-
bers of the Gilman family.

Those wishing may make memorial 
contributions in Marjorie’s name to the 
Franklin Animal Shelter, PO Box 265, 
Franklin NH 03235-0265.

CONSTANCE PEARL (WOOD-
WARD) MILLER, died peacefully 

on December 12, 2015 in Boscawen. 
She was born on January 6, 1927 in 
Fitchburg, Massachusetts, where she 
lived for 81 years before moving to New 
London in 2008. She was the daughter 
of Walter Woodward and Inez (Cox) 
Woodward. Her husband of 51 years, 
Ronald Miller, died in 1999. Her broth-
er Donald Woodward and sister Louise 
Swift also predeceased her.

Connie was a 1944 graduate of 

Fitchburg High School, where she was 
Class Secretary. She worked for many 
years as a bank teller at Fitchburg Sav-
ings Bank and Family Federal Savings 
Bank. She was a life-long member 
of Rollstone Congregational Church, 
where she sang in the choir for many 
years. She would regularly visit shut-
ins from the church and cared deeply 
about the well-being of others. She was 
a devoted and long-time volunteer at 
Burbank Hospital in Fitchburg and at 
Gardner State Hospital, where she men-
tored patients for many years.

Connie was a talented seamstress 
and often made clothes for her children 
when they were young. She had a gift 
for making people feel welcomed in her 
home at any time and loved her friends 
and neighbors. Many friends loved her 
for her kindness and humor, and they 
enjoyed regular get-togethers for games 
and activities.

Connie was most proud of her fam-
ily. She is survived by four daughters: 
Mary Lou McCrave of Andover, Nancy 
Bedard of Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, 
Anne Boisvert of Phoenix, Arizona, 
and Jane Miller of Ashburnham, Mas-
sachusetts; four grandchildren: Chris-
topher Michaud of Richmond, Vir-
ginia, Kate Lewis of Northborough, 
Massachusetts, Craig Bedard of North-
borough, Massachusetts, and James 
Cormier of Riverside, California; two 
great-grandchildren: Sean Errington 
of Northborough, Massachusetts, and 
Parker Michaud of Richmond, Virgin-
ia; and several nieces and nephews.

A graveside service was held on De-
cember 18 in Forest Hill Cemetery in 
Fitchburg, Massachusetts. A reception 
for Connie’s New Hampshire friends 

will be held at Hilltop Place in New 
London at a date and time to be an-
nounced.

In lieu of fl owers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Lake Sunapee 
Region VNA and Hospice, 107 New-
port Road, PO Box 2207, New London 
NH 03257; or to Rollstone Congrega-
tional Church, 199 Main Street, Fitch-
burg MA 01420.

ELIZABETH “BETSY” HOBSON 
CATLIN, of East Montpelier, Ver-

mont, lost a long battle with depression 
on December 27, 2015, at the age of 
37. She was the daughter of Mark and 
“Charlie” Catlin. Betsy was born in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1978 and 
raised in Montpelier, Vermont.

She grew up in Montpelier, where 
she started 
many of her 
lifelong pas-
sions: sports, 
ability with 
animals, and 
the environ-
ment. Partici-
pating in 
sports such as 
Pirates base-
ball and MHS lacrosse, she raised sheep 
and heifers with her siblings at the fam-
ily farm.

An avid equestrian throughout life, 
she was introduced to horses by her 
mother and began her formal riding 
at Four Winds Farm in Barre. She re-
ceived her fi rst pony, Mozel Tov, on 
her eighth birthday. Over the years, she 
honed her skills with many notable Ver-
mont trainers, competing on a national 

See Obituaries  on page 28
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level as a junior rider.
On the completion of her junior rider 

years, she turned her interests toward a 
professional riding career. In addition 
to her own successes, she instructed 
a number of local students to wins at 
horse shows throughout the Northeast 
over a 20-year period.

In affi liation with Seery Hill in 
Andover and with the St. Lawrence 
University Riding program, Betsy fur-
ther developed as a trainer. She was a 
major contributor to the success of the 
university’s back-to-back Intercolle-
giate Horse Show Association national 
championships in 2012 and 2013.

Her dedication to riding required a 
lot of travel and work, yet all the while 
she excelled in academia, graduating 
Montpelier High School as a valedicto-
rian in 1996. She received many schol-
arships and matriculated to the Uni-
versity of Puget Sound in Washington 
State. There she completed a double 
major in philosophy and chemistry and 
graduated magna cum laude in 2001 
and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa.

During her college years, she took 
a year off to do atmospheric research 
studies abroad on an icebreaker off the 
coast of Alaska. After graduation, she 
began a PhD program in philosophy 
and then worked as a barn manager at 
St. Lawrence University. Betsy then 
chose to attend Vermont Law School, 
where her focus was on environmental 
law. She graduated summa cum laude 
and fi rst in her class in 2008.

Betsy worked as a Supreme Court 
clerk for Justice Burgess before becom-
ing an attorney at Dunkiel Saunders El-

liott Raubvogel & Hand, a prominent 
environmental law fi rm in Burlington, 
in 2009. Betsy’s work as a lawyer re-
sulted in the successful development 
of numerous green energy projects, 
including some of Vermont’s largest 
wind and solar facilities. Betsy was also 
responsible for preparing the Act 250 
application for the Champlain Parkway 
on behalf of the city of Burlington. She 
continued to train horses, coach riders, 
and travel to horse shows.

She was on the Development Review 
Board for East Montpelier and sat on 
the board for the Vermont River Con-
servancy. She kept a farmhouse in East 
Montpelier where she cared for retired 
show horses from St. Lawrence Univer-
sity. In the summer, Betsy maintained a 
small vegetable garden, and during the 
winter liked to warm up her meals on 
the wood stove.

She had a wonderful connection to 
animals and loved her pets. She could 
often be found exercising her dog, 
walking trails and dirt roads, or cross-
country skiing. Betsy was an avid read-
er and had an appreciation for going to 
the movies and listening to music.

Her quick wit and unwavering prin-
ciples were hallmarks of her unique 
personality. Betsy developed lasting 
friendships wherever she spent time. 
She had a strong commitment to her 
family, often taking the lead to schedule 
and organize special events, and always 
acknowledging family achievements.

Betsy ultimately decided she did not 
fi t in this world. The hole her absence 
leaves will forever go unfi lled.

She is survived by her mother, Susan 
Hobson Catlin; father, Guy Mark Cat-
lin; sister, Sarah Hobson Catlin; sister-

in-law, Jennifer Lynn Willis; brother, 
Luke Hobson Catlin; sister-in-law, Em-
ily Sarah von Trapp; niece, Lily von 
Trapp Catlin; and dog, Jelly.

There was a remembrance of her 
life on the second of January at the Old 
Meeting House in East Montpelier. In 
lieu of fl owers, donations in her honor 
can be made to the Vermont River Con-
servancy or the Vermont Food Bank.

KENNETH E. HEATH, 80, of Dy-
ers Crossing Road, died on Janu-

ary 1, 2016 at the Merrimack County 
Nursing Home in Boscawen.

He was born in Danbury on May 14, 
1935, the son 
of Everett M. 
and Dorothy 
M. (Powers) 
Heath. Ken 
g r a d u a t e d 
f r o m 
A n d o v e r 
High School in 1954.

He was a crane operator working for 
Structural Concrete in Franklin and re-
tired from Operation Engineers based 
in Massachusetts for over 20 years. He 
was the fi rst crane operator at Seabrook 
and the last one there before they closed.

He and his late wife owned and op-
erated River Bend Motel in Newington, 
New Hampshire from 1976 to 1981. 
They wintered in Florida for over 10 
years.

Ken was a member of Kearsarge 
Lodge #81 F&AM of Andover. He 
liked to golf and enjoyed fi shing on his 
boat while in the Newington area. He 
served in the Air National Guard.

His wife, Barbara (Esty) Heath, 
died in 1992, and his brother, Melvin 
T. Heath, died in 1967. He is survived 
by his brother and wife, Francis A. and 
Carol Heath of Danbury, and by nieces 
and nephews.

Friends called at the Chadwick Fu-
neral Home, 235 Main Street, New 
London on Friday, January 8, 2016 
from 5 to 7 PM, with a Masonic service 
at 6:30 PM.

Burial will be in Riverdale Cem-

etery, Danbury, in the spring.
Memorial contributions may be 

made to the Andover EMS, PO Box 61, 
Andover NH 03216.

GLORIA H. BLANDFORD, passed 
peacefully on January 5, 2016 at 

Merrimack County Nursing Home in 
Boscawen.

Gloria was born in Lynn, Massachu-
setts on February 3, 1938, the daugh-
ter of Richard A. and Alice L. (Smith) 
Hubbs. She was a graduate of Malden 
High in Massachusetts and attended 
Vesper George School of Art in Boston. 
As a lover of art, Gloria used her talent 
to paint many beautiful nature scenes, 
fl owers, and birds.

Gloria’s husband of 39 years, Mark 
H. Blandford, passed in 1998. Glo-
ria met her husband Mark in Boston. 
After they married, they moved to 
Manchester, where they started a fam-
ily. In 1966 they bought their only home 
in Concord.

Gloria was a loving wife and mother. 
She worked as a homemaker, caretaker, 
and bank worker. As an active member 
of the First Church of Christ, Scientist 
in Concord, she served as Treasurer for 
15 years.

Among surviving family members 
is Gloria’s granddaughter, Alyssa Mc-
Daniel and her husband Timothy of 
Andover.

Donations in lieu of fl owers and/or 
memorial contributions may be made 
to the First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
33 School St, Concord NH 03301. A 
memorial service was held at Bennett 
Funeral Home in Concord on January 
16. Messages of condolence may be of-
fered at BennettFuneral.com.

DONALD J. GROSS, 65, of 
Kearsarge Mountain Road, died 

on January 7, 2016 at his home.
He was born in Jersey City, New Jer-

sey on Janu-
ary 6, 1951, 
the son of the 
late John N. 
and Joan D. 
(Peitz) Gross. 
He graduated 
from New 
London High 
School in 
1970 and at-
tended Claremont VoTech. Later, while 
working, he went to FBI training in 
Quantico, Virginia.

Don was a police offi cer for the 
Nashua Police Department from 1972 
to 2004, retiring as Chief. While work-
ing in Nashua, he lived in Merrimack 
and moved to Andover in 2004.

After his retirement, Don conducted 
investigations for the state and helped 
organize smaller police departments. 
He owned and operated Pave-A-Little, 
was involved with the Gross Family 
Farmstand making picnic tables and 
selling vegetables, and was part owner 
of Blackwater Properties and Storage.

Always busy and willing to help, 
See Obituaries  on page 29
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Community Wellness,
Together.

No matter the season, our skin 
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Don served as Building Inspector for 
the Town of Andover, was on the Zon-
ing Board, and served as Selectman.

He was a member of many profes-
sional organizations, including the In-
ternational Chiefs of Police Association. 
He was a member of the New Hamp-
shire Farm Bureau, served on the Board 
of Granite State Credit Union, and was 
Santa Claus at the Gift of Lights at New 
Hampshire Motor Speedway.

He was one of the founders of the 
Nashua Police Athletic League (PAL), 
an organization which helps kids in 
the community through youth athletic 
programs. He was a member of the 
American Chunker Team, which holds 
the world record for pumpkin chunkin’. 
Don was fond of old cars, trucks, and 
antiques; loved to visit; and enjoyed 
bartering.

He is survived by his wife of 23 
years, Karen “Fred” (Demers) Gross 
of Andover; two sons, Nicholas and his 
wife Caroline Gross of Sunapee, and 
Matthew and his fi ance Kimberly Mic-
ka of Croydon; two grandsons, Ben-
jamin and Ryan; a sister, Donna Vils-
meier of Manchester; three brothers: 
Russell J. Gross of North Sutton, Rich-
ard J. Gross of Andover, and Raymond 
J. Gross of Colorado Springs, Colorado; 
and nieces, nephews, and cousins.

Friends called at the Chadwick Fu-
neral Home at 235 Main Street in New 
London on Thursday, January 14, from 
4 to 6 PM. A Funeral Mass was cele-
brated on Friday, January 15, at 11 AM 
at Our Lady of Fatima Church at 724 
Main Street in New London.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to PAL, 52 Ash Street, Nashua 
NH 03060, or to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, 510 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis TN 38105.
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ROBERT N. BENTLEY, 56, passed 
quietly at his home in Andover af-

ter a brief illness. He was born on May 
30, 1959 to Norman and Muriel Bentley 
of Newport.

Robert spent over 20 years with the 
Pizza Chef 
family of res-
taurants and, 
like other 
family mem-
bers, enjoyed 
working for 
the Souliotis 
family. Bob 
e n j o y e d 
many activi-
ties, from playing his guitar to enjoying 
the great outdoors, especially if it in-
cluded his antique Mustang, as he was 
also a car enthusiast.

If it was mechanical or electronic, 
Bob loved to tinker with it. He, like the 
rest of his family, was very proud of his 
Scottish heritage and was an annual 
visitor to the Highland Games. Bob 
also loved spending time with family 
and friends and was a devoted father 
and husband.

He was predeceased by his parents, 
and recently his brother, Scott Bentley.

Left behind to celebrate his life are 
his wife of 21 years, Melissa “Missy” 
and his children Emily, 22, and Sam, 
20. He is also survived by his sisters, 
Debra Gonyea of Newport, Susan Han-
son of Kellyville, New Hampshire, and 
Heather Bentley of Pembroke, as well 
as many nieces, nephews, grandnieces, 
grandnephews, a great-grandniece, 
cousins, aunts, and uncles.

Calling hours were held on Friday, 
January 15, from 5 to 7 PM at Newton-
Bartlett Funeral Home, 42 Main Street, 
Newport. A graveside service will be 
held at a later date. In lieu of fl owers, 
donations may be made to the Bent-

ley Children Fund, c/o Lake Sunapee 
Bank, PO Box 274, Andover NH 03216.

For more information or to send a con-
dolence, please visit the Newton-Bartlett 
Funeral Home at NewtonBartlett.com.

BARBARA (CHASE) MOCK, 78, died 
on January 9, 2016 at the Concord 

Hospital. She was born in Concord to the 
late Irving and Mary (Shugrue) Chase in 
the summer of 1937 and grew up in the 
Penacook area and was a 1954 graduate 
of St. Johns High School in Concord.

Barbara worked for the State of New 
Hampshire Tax Commission Municipal 
Service Division for many years and 
was the Town Clerk in Webster for 25 
years before her retirement in 2002. She 
was formerly of member of the Bout-
well’s woman’s bowling league in Con-
cord. She loved to do word puzzles and 
jigsaw puzzles and was one who always 
loved to hear or tell a good joke!

Barbara was predeceased by her 
husband, Robert Mock, in 2004 and a 
son, Robert Mock, in 2015.

She is survived by her son, Wil-
liam Mock and his wife, Suzanne, of 
Andover; her daughter, Kathleen Byrd 
and her husband, Anthony of Harris-
burg, Ark.; two sisters and their hus-
bands, Miriam Lorden and her husband, 
John of Webster and Patricia Brown 
and her husband, Bob of Concord; her 
grandchildren, Jessie Byrd Gilbreth, 
Amanda Byrd, Anthony Byrd, Eliza-
beth Brannigan-Mock, Jeremiah Mock, 
and Robert Mock; her great-grandchil-

dren, Jayvin and Kade; as well as many 
nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends; 
and two very close friends, Brenda Sil-
ver and Katie Cayer.

There will be no services at this 
time. A graveside funeral service will 
take place in the spring in Corser Hill 
Cemetery in Webster, where she will be 
buried with her husband Bob.

In lieu of fl owers memorial contri-
butions can be made to the American 
Heart Association, 2 Wall St #104, 
Manchester NH 03101, or to the chari-
table organization of one’s own choice.

BARBARA JANE AUBE, 70, a resi-
dent of Andover for over 36 years, 

died on January 10, 2016 at the Dart-
mouth-Hitchcock Medical Center in 
Lebanon following a short illness.

Barbara was born in Chicago on Oc-
tober 24, 
1945. Follow-
ing high 
school she 
went on to 
business col-
lege for two 
years. She 
was presently 
e m p l o y e d 
with the New 
Hampshire Department of Environmen-
tal Services in Franklin as a secretary, 
working there for over 30 years until her 
recent illness.

Barbara especially enjoyed spending 

O n this cold winter day,
   he decided he wanted to stay.
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time with her two sons and was always 
there to chat and exchange and listen to 
each other’s daily stories. With the birth 
of her grandson, she became a beaming 
grandmother. Barbara enjoyed the family 
home on Highland Lake and at times went 
fi shing. She loved to walk and found joy 
when her boys would join her. A home-
maker, she enjoyed her own cooking.

She was recently predeceased by a 
brother, Steven Smith. She leaves her 
husband of 36 years, Peter C. Aube of 
Andover; sons Tobie J. Aube and his wife 
Rebecca (Cunningham) and their son 
Zachary Raymond Aube of Claremont, 
and Henry J. Aube of Andover.

Calling hours were held on January 
16 at the William F. Smart Sr. Memo-
rial Home in Tilton. A graveside service 
will be held in Holy Cross Cemetery in 
Franklin in the spring. Those wishing 
may make memorial contributions in 
Barbara’s name to the Franklin Animal 
Shelter, PO Box 265, Franklin NH 03235.

ELIZABETH “BETTY” SLAKER 
MORSE, 95, died on January 

11, 2016, at The Birches of Concord, 
where she had been a resident since 
2011. Betty was the youngest child of 
Harrison J. Slaker and Eleanor Kim-
ball Slaker of Scarborough-on-Hudson, 
New York, where she grew up. She at-
tended the Scarborough School, which 
was the fi rst K-12 Montessori School 
in the United States. She went on to 
Smith College where she distinguished 
herself, graduating Phi Beta Kappa in 
1941, with a major in Geology.

In 1942 she married Mayland H. 
“Dutch” Morse, Jr., from Concord. 
They were married for 69 years. Shortly 
after their marriage, Dutch enlisted in 
the US Army Air Force.

During World War II, they lived at 
various military bases in the southern 
regions of the US, where Dutch fl ew 
B-25 aircraft and served as a fl ight in-
structor for French military recruits 
who were sent to the US to learn how 
to fl y. After the war they returned north 
and, after Dutch completed law school, 
they settled in Concord, where Dutch 
joined his father’s law practice.

They lived in Concord for over 40 
years. During that time, Betty and 
Dutch raised three children. Betty pur-
sued many volunteer service activities: 
She was a member of the Concord Ju-
nior Service League, a member and 
past president of the Concord Garden 
Club, and a member and past president 
of the Concord Flower Mission.

She also volunteered for many years 
at Concord Hospital as the “television 
lady,” providing television service for 
patients before it was routinely available. 
Betty and Dutch were active members of 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Concord.

Once their children had completed 
college, Betty and Dutch relocated to 
the Ragged Mountain Fish and Game 
Club in Andover, where they converted 
their summer home to their year-round 
residence. Betty became involved in 

town activities as a member of the 
Andover Service Club and the Andover 
Historical Society. She enjoyed outdoor 
activities: tennis, swimming, snor-
keling, doing yard work, and, in her 
younger years, skiing.

Betty and Dutch traveled exten-
sively, and Betty became an extraordi-
nary chronicler of their trips. For many 
years they were snow-birds and spent 
up to four months each winter in Green 
Valley, Arizona. In 2008 they became 
residents at Woodcrest Village in New 
London. In 2011 they moved to The 
Birches in Concord. Dutch died in 2011.

Betty was kind, generous, patient, 
tolerant, uncomplaining, and creative. 
She read to her children at night for 
years and talked to her children about 
books she was reading when they came 
home from school for lunch, creating a 
love of learning and reading in all three 
of her children.

There always was room at her table 
for the unexpected guest. Dutch did lots 
of the inviting; Betty excelled as the host-
ess. She always welcomed her children’s 
guests, who often stayed for lengthy vis-
its, sometimes for the entire summer.

She was tolerant of her children’s 
interests in the living world, and deep 
down she had a love for animals, though 
she often bore the burden of the escaped 
snakes, hamsters, and salamanders and 
the left-open ant farm. She raised gener-
ations of collies, and always welcomed 
various grand-dogs who later came into 
their lives. She tolerated having horses 
live in her garage for three summers.

She was involved in her grandchil-
dren’s activities. Uncomplaining of 
the cold or rain, she attended numer-
ous cross-country and track meets and 
drove many miles to hear music recit-
als. She went on travel adventures with 
her grandchildren in the southwest.

She found time to pursue several 
artistic interests, making pierced lamp-
shades, trapunto-style wastebaskets, 
and painted tiles. She refi nished furni-
ture. She knit ski caps for everyone.

Betty and Dutch were a gregarious 
and outgoing couple with many friends. 
Betty’s kind warmth and loyal friend-
ship will be missed.

Betty is survived by her three chil-
dren: Thomas W. Morse, Esq., of Con-
cord, Dr. E. Susan “Sooze” Hodgson of 
Andover, and Christopher H. Morse of 
Grafton; and by six grandchildren and 
fi ve great-grandchildren.

New Hampshire Cremation Society 
is in charge of arrangements. At this 
time there will be no calling hours or 
services. A celebration of Betty’s life 
will be held during the summer of 2016 
up on the mountain she loved so dearly.

The family wishes to thank the caring 
and thoughtful staff at The Birches who 
helped her fi nal hours to be a peaceful and 
loving experience for her and her family.

In lieu of fl owers, contributions in 
her memory may be made to Concord 
Flower Mission, c/o Morse Law Offi c-
es, PO Box 2289, Concord NH 03302, 
or to Ragged Mountain Fish and Game 

Lake Sunapee Region VNA 
Receives Business of the Year Award
Honored for its impact 
on quality of life
Press release

On January 11, at the annual meet-
ing of the Lake Sunapee Region 
Chamber of Commerce, Lake Sunapee 
Region VNA and Hospice (LSRVNA) 
was named 2016 Chamber “Business 
of the Year.” The award honors a local 
business that gives back to the com-
munity, has a positive impact through 
its work, and enhances quality of life 
in our region. Nominations may be 

submitted by any of the Chamber’s 
250+ members or by the community at 
large. “I am so pleased. I can’t think 
of a more deserving organization to re-
ceive this award than our local VNA, 
which touches so many lives every 
day” said Sara Colson, Chamber Ex-
ecutive Director.

“We are deeply honored to have been 
selected, especially knowing how many 
businesses do important work and are 
also deserving of such recognition” said 
Jim Culhane, LSRVNA President and 
CEO. 

Jim Culhane, President and CEO of Lake Sunapee Region VNA and Hospice, 
accepts the 2016 Business of Year Award from Sara Colson, Executive Direc-
tor of the Lake Sunapee Region Chamber of Commerce.

107 Newport Road • New London, NH 03257

603.526.4077 x231
www.lakesunapeevna.org

Annual Meeting
Lake Sunapee Region VNA & HOSPICE

Thursday, February 18, 2016
4:00 p.m.

Wilmot Community Association Red Barn
64 Village Road, Wilmot

      • My first year in review:  
                     Jim Culhane, President & CEO
                  • Awards  
                  • Board Recognition
                  • Special Announcements
                  • and More!

Refreshments by Peg Andrews Catering

RSVP to Cathy Raymond 

Save the Date!

107 Newport Road • New London, NH 03257

603.526.4077 x231
www.lakesunapeevna.org

See Obituaries  on page 31
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ReVision Energy Installs $1M 
of Solar Arrays at No Cost

Proctor generates 
25% of its own electricity
Press release

A series of six solar arrays on the 
campus of Proctor Academy repre-
sents one of the largest solar projects 
of its kind at a New England school. 
The 334-kilowatt project at the co-ed-
ucational boarding and day school in 
Andover is valued at $1.1 million. Just 
in time for winter, the most recent in-
stallation was commissioned earlier this 
month at the school’s privately owned 
and operated ski area.

The sun provides power for music 
recording artists, dancers, actors, boat 
builders, and hockey players at the 
school, in addition to a campus child-
care facility and a ski area. Including 
the campus and the town in general, 
Andover has one of the state’s highest 
per capita rates of solar power market 
penetration among its approximately 
2,500 residents.

All of the projects were installed by 
ReVision Energy at no upfront cost to 
Proctor through a series of Power Pur-
chase Agreements (PPAs). A PPA al-
lows schools, non-profi ts, and munici-
palities to buy “green” solar power from 
an investor at a lower cost than “brown” 
electricity from the utility grid. Proctor 
has a future option to purchase the ar-
rays at a substantial discount.

Jack Ruderman, Director of Com-
munity Solar Initiatives at ReVision 
Energy, says the company is actively 
seeking interested organizations to 
form future partnerships. “The PPA 
is a powerful and innovative tool that 
allows towns, schools, and non-profi t 
organizations to install state-of-the-art 
renewable energy systems at no upfront 
cost that will generate clean energy and 
produce cost savings for decades and 
decades.”

ReVision owns the rooftop array at 
the Wilkins Meeting House, the fi rst in-

stallation which was completed in 2012. 
IGS Energy owns the other fi ve instal-
lations, which were completed this year.

The fi rst fi ve projects are rooftop 
mounts, while the most recent project 
is a 107-kilowatt ground mount at the 
Proctor Ski Area. The 352-panel array 
spans 300 feet across and will power 
snowmaking operations as well as the 
general campus.

The six arrays will generate approxi-
mately 389,508 kilowatt hours of solar 
power each year and will offset ap-
proximately 25% of the school’s electric 
load. On an annual basis, the switch to 
solar power at the school is equivalent 
to avoiding carbon dioxide emissions 
from 625 barrels of oil. Alternative en-
ergy supplies 100% of the school’s elec-
tric load, since the institution has elect-
ed to pay a premium to ensure that all 
electricity purchased by Proctor origi-
nates from renewable energy sources.

Proctor Academy is in the middle 
of a $30 million fundraising campaign. 
As facilities are upgraded and new con-
struction takes place in the future, the 
school plans to continue integrating 
solar technologies and other renewable 
initiatives on campus.

One of its goals, as stated in its En-
vironmental Mission, is to achieve a 
carbon-neutral campus. To that end, 
Proctor already has instituted several 
measures. The school installed geo-
thermal heating and cooling and a 
woodchip-fed biomass heating plant, 
which provides the majority of heat and 
hot water needed on campus. High-
effi ciency snow guns and light fi xtures 
are in place, as are non-toxic cleaning 
products and recycling efforts. The 
school also sources local and organic 
food and manages its own 2,500-acre 
woodlot where students cut, split, stack, 
and eventually heat their dorms with 
the wood.

Student Hal Ford, a senior at Proc-

A view of the solar panels on the Teddy Maloney Ice Rink, with the ski area in 
the far distance. With fi ve “Power Purchase Agreement” installations com-
pleted at no cost to the school, Proctor is now generating nearly 400 MWh 
annually, offsetting about 25% of its electric use.

See ReVision  on page 32

Club Endowment Fund, PO Box 1838, 
New London NH 03257.

JOSEPHINE (GRIFFIN) CONNORS 
WOOD, 94, died on January 14, 

2016 at the Merrimack County Nursing 
Home in Boscawen.

She was born in Medford, Massachu-
setts on Feb-
ruary 24, 
1921, the 
daughter of 
Joseph and 
Marion (West) 
Griffi n. She 
lived in Bill-
erica, Massa-
chusetts and 
worked at the 
M a s s a c hu -
setts Golf Association in Boston before 
moving to North Sutton, where she and 
her fi rst husband owned and operated the 
Follansbee Inn from 1965 to 1978.

They moved to East Andover in 
1978, and she worked at the New Lon-
don Hospital as a cashier in the business 
offi ce for over 25 years. From 1994 to 
2012, she lived in North Carolina, mov-
ing to the Peabody Home in Franklin in 
2012 and then to the Merrimack Coun-
ty Nursing Home in 2015.

Josephine was a communicant of 
Immaculate Conception Church in Pot-
ter Place. She enjoyed the ocean, knit-
ting, crocheting, crossword puzzles, 
reading, and jigsaw puzzles.

She is predeceased by her fi rst hus-
band, Lester Connors, who died in 1982; 
by her husband, Curtis Wood, who died 
in 2005; and by two siblings, Edward 
Griffi n and Marion MacKinnon.

She is survived by a son and his wife, 
Lester J. and Rachael Connors of Somer-
sworth; three daughters: Joanne Connors 
and her partner Sue Jordan of Northfi eld, 
Kathryn and her husband Howard Ha-
zen of Franklin, and Patricia Connors 
and her fi ancé Jeffrey Newcomb of East 
Andover; a stepson and his wife, Rich-
ard and Sandra Wood of Bethlehem, 
Connecticut; 11 grandchildren and many 
great-grandchildren; a brother, James 
Griffi n of Medford, Massachusetts; and 
many nieces and nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated on January 19 at Immaculate 
Conception Church in Potter Place. 
Burial will be in Lake View Cemetery, 
East Andover, in the spring.

Memorial contributions may be made 
to the American Cancer Society, 360 
Route 101, Bedford NH 03110 or Al-
zheimer’s Association, 166 South River 
Road Suite 210, Bedford NH 03110.

WENONA MICHELLE HARDING 
LOVELESS, 56, of 19 Last Road 

in Andover, died on January 16, 2016 at 
home. She was born on January 31, 1959 in 
New London, daughter of the late Wayne 
G. Harding and Nancy S. von Dreden.

“Wendy” was a life-long resident of 
Andover and 
g r a d u a t e d 
from Proctor 
Academy in 
1976. She 
worked as a 
child care pro-
vider in her 
home for sev-
eral years and 
for the hot 
lunch program at Andover Elementary/
Middle School, leaving to start her own 
cleaning business serving several home-
owners in the local area before she retired.

She was an accomplished horsewom-
an from the age of 11, at one time owned 
fi ve horses with her father, and rode many 
times on her Palomino “Taffy Candy” in 
the Andover Fourth of July parade. Her 
love of animals was evident by her horses, 
many cats and dogs over the years, and a 
great fondness for her “grand-dogs.”

Wendy was predeceased by her par-
ents and a brother, Shelburne Niles Hard-
ing. She is survived by a daughter, Shayne 
M. Gray and her husband Jonathan of 
Franklin; a son, Nathanael W. Loveless 
of Derry; a sister, Sandra N. Harding 
and nephew Courtney J. Harding-Smith, 
both of Derry; and several cousins. She 
also leaves her soul mate and signifi cant 
other, David Reep, with whom she lived.

A graveside memorial and burial in 
the Harding plot at Proctor Cemetery 
in Andover will be held in the spring. 
In lieu of fl owers, memorial donations 
may be made to the Andover EMS, PO 
Box 61, Andover NH 03216. 

75 Chestnut Street  
Franklin, NH 03235
Tel. (603) 934-3454

Serving:
Andover, Belmont, Boscawen, Canterbury, Franklin, 

Hill, Northfi eld, Salisbury, Sanbornton, Tilton, Webster

How May We How May We 
Help YOU?Help YOU?
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Kearsarge Area Chamber of 
Commerce Nearly Triples Membership
Serves Andover and 
other area towns
Press release

The Kearsarge Area Chamber of 
Commerce (KACC) has nearly tripled 
its membership in one year. 

In September of 2014, the chamber 
was on the verge of dissolving. Origi-
nally formed as the Warner Business As-
sociation, the organization became the 
Kearsarge Area Chamber of Commerce 
in 2009, expanding its outreach. During 
2015, an enthusiastic board of directors, led 
by President Patrick Miller of Contoocook, 
representing Eastern Propane, worked 
hard to turn this organization around.

“The chamber membership had 
dropped from a high of 99 a few years 
ago to just 39 by January of this year. The 
perception was that the KACC was just 
a Warner chamber, when in reality we 
cover 14 towns around Mount Kearsarge, 
bridging the gap between New London 
and Concord,” said President Miller.

“We wanted to show our members 
they were receiving value for their in-
vestment, so we revamped our Web site 
and are now getting over 1,100 hits each 
month. We scheduled a monthly Busi-
ness After Hours networking social, be-
ginning in February, and we regularly 
have over 25 attending. A Facebook 
page was created where members can 

re-post to multiply their advertising 
messages, and we created a Constant 
Contact secure database that now has 
over 300 businesses and artisans re-
ceiving e-mails and newsletters on a 
regular basis,” Miller said.

The board’s months-long member-
ship drive brought membership to over 
100 and culminated in the publishing 
of a new membership directory. Mill-
er says one key to the organization’s 
growth is its dues structure, which is 
the lowest in the area, attracting arti-
sans, non-profi ts, and small businesses.

“Our mission for 2016 is retention 
and growth,” Miller said. “Fortunately, 
having a computer whiz, a publicist, 
and a marketing person on the board 
this past year has enabled the cham-
ber to grow at a rapid pace.” For 2016, 
Miller would like a few more board 
members representing several different 
types of businesses.

The chamber will be holding its an-
nual meeting on Thursday, January 21, 
at the Hopkinton Library, where the in-
stallation of board members will take 
place. All business professionals in the 
area are welcome to attend and network 
with others. Anyone interested in learn-
ing more about the Kearsarge Area 
Chamber of Commerce should visit 
KearsargeChamber.org or contact Patrick 
Miller at PMiller@Eastern.com. 

Lake Sunapee Bank Donates 
to Concord Cancer Center

Next generation of treat-
ment coming to Payson
Press release

Lake Sunapee Bank has presented 
Concord Hospital Trust with a major 
gift that will help bring the next genera-
tion of radiation technology to Payson 
Center for Cancer Care in the spring 
of 2016. The donation is part of a cam-
paign to raise $1.5 million to purchase 
a new linear accelerator (or LINAC) 
that will improve cancer treatment by 
precisely targeting radiation to destroy 
cancer cells, while sparing normal cells 
and tissue.

The total cost of the LINAC is just 
over $4 million. Concord Hospital is in-
vesting a little more than half of the cost 
and seeking the remaining $1.5 million 
in charitable donations in a special proj-
ect fundraising campaign through Con-
cord Hospital Trust.

“Concord Hospital represents the 
excellence of leadership and progress 
that draws us to the Concord market,” 
commented Stephen Theroux, Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Offi cer of 
Lake Sunapee Bank. “We have a strong 

history as an advocate for community 
growth and social responsibility and are 
proud to add Concord Hospital as an or-
ganization we support. As we prepare 
to open our Concord fi nancial center, 
we look forward to our increased com-
munity involvement in the Capital re-
gion of our state.”

With the LINAC, Payson Center radi-
ation oncologists will be able to strike at 
cancer cells with enhanced precision, al-
lowing them to treat more types of can-
cer, with shorter duration of treatment.

“We believe this new technology is 
essential to serve the growing number 
of people in our region who seek cancer 
care at Payson Center, and to address 
increasing need for our services as we 
serve an aging population,” said Robert 
P. Steigmeyer, President and CEO of 
Concord Hospital. “We are very grate-
ful for the support of Lake Sunapee 
Bank, truly a community leader in New 
Hampshire. Their gift will help make 
Payson Center’s cancer care even more 
sophisticated for current patients and 
ensure our quality care will continue 
into the future for new patients from all 
over New Hampshire,” he said. 

tor Academy, applauds his school’s sus-
tainability efforts. “Having a conscious 
environmental mission signifi es that we 
are living at a place that not only strives 
each day to live more mindfully, but 
also actively makes social and fi nancial 
investments in a manner compassionate 
to the world and to other people.”

Fellow senior Grace Hovem adds, 
“Having an environmental mission is 
so important because, when we come 
to Proctor, we enjoy being outside, and 
we are prepared to go out in the world 
with our whole lives ahead of us. But, if 
we remain passive in the face of climate 
change, that future will not be guaran-
teed.”

Scott Allenby, Director of Com-
munications and Marketing at Proctor, 
says the installations merge environ-
mental efforts with economics and edu-
cation. “Our relationship with ReVision 

Energy has allowed us to make our en-
vironmental efforts fi t within the eco-
nomic realities of running a school like 
ours. The installations have also provid-
ed the opportunity to engage students 
with hands-on learning opportunities 
around our environmental mission and 
allow us to tie our educational mission 
with our environmental mission in a 
very real way for our students.”

ReVision Energy is northern New 
England’s local solar professional, with 
more than 5,000 installations since 2003. 
ReVision designs, installs, and services 
commercial and residential systems and 
offers fi nancing. The company is a cer-
tifi ed B Corporation, using business as 
a force for good. ReVision was recently 
named a top ten installer by SolarRe-
views, a nationwide consumer rating 
service of solar companies. ReVision has 
four locations throughout New Hamp-
shire and Maine. For more information, 
visit RevisionEnergy.com. 

ReVision  from page 31

197 Main Street •  New London, NH 03257 
(603) 526-4043 •  DrDonnaReed.com

AppletreE   opticians

Winter Getaway!
Need new Sunglasses?

Pawsitive 
Kinection Grooming Ki
 

Full Grooming Services 
Trained & Experienced professionals. 
Calm & Welcoming Environment.  
Environmentally Friendly Products 
Reiki, Massage, Energy Work, Com-
munication and Other Wellness     
Services Available 
By Appointment 

 
Pick-up and Drop off services offered 

from Andover, NH 
 

603-856-1163 
www.pawsitivekinection.com 
316 Village Street, Penacook 

Celebrate I love to Read Month at the 
DANBURY 

WINTER FARMERS 
MARKET

   Farms * Specialty Foods* Crafters 
Hot lunch * Breakfast 

Used Book Sale         

Author Presentations 
10am   Kathy Neustadt - cookbooks   
11am   Tom Curren - town histories      

Grange Hall, 15 North Rd, 
Danbury NH   info768-5579 

Blazingstargrange.org 

PO Box 1 • East Andover • 735-5581PO Box 1 • East Andover • 735-5581

MARK E. THOMPSON EXCAVATING, INC.MARK E. THOMPSON EXCAVATING, INC.
• Plowing & Sanding Driveways
• Septic Systems
• Site Work
• Sand, Gravel, and Loam

Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available
Give a gift of good taste.

735-5099
Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Wednesday thru Sunday

5 am to 3 pm
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Ronald Magoon Appointed President 
and COO of Franklin Savings Bank

Has been with FSB 
since 1988
Press release

Jeffery B. Savage, CEO of Franklin 
Savings Bank, announced on Decem-
ber 21, that Ronald L. Magoon is in-
tended to succeed him as President and 
CEO upon his retirement late in 2016. 
“Ron is a very knowledgeable, experi-
enced, and enthusiastic professional. I 
have the utmost confi dence that he will 
do extremely well in leading the bank 
forward,” commented Savage.

Magoon joined Franklin Savings 
Bank in 1988 as Assistant Treasurer 
and Controller, advancing to Execu-
tive Vice President and Chief Operat-
ing Offi cer before his appointment to 
President. He is also a Corporator of 
the bank. Magoon has over 29 years 
of experience in the banking industry. 
He graduated magna cum laude with 
an MBA from Southern New Hamp-
shire University of Manchester and has 
a BS in business administration from 
the Whittemore School of Business and 
Economics from the University of New 
Hampshire in Durham.

In addition, Magoon obtained a grad-
uate banking degree from the National 
School of Banking at Fairfi eld Universi-
ty and is a graduate of the ABA National 
Compliance School, Class of 1987.

An active member of the communi-
ty, Magoon has volunteered his time to 
serve on a number of civic boards over 
the years. He was a member of the fi -
nance, audit, and executive committees 

at Riverbend 
C o m m u -
nity Mental 
Health in Con-
cord where he 
served a two-
year term as 
Board Chair. 
Further, he is 
a past Direc-
tor and Board 
Chair of Riv-
erbend Mill 

House in Boscawen; Director and Vice-
Chair of Capital Region Health Care; 
Director and Treasurer of the Caring 
Community Network of the Twin Riv-
ers; Director of Neighbor to Neighbor; 
and Incorporator of the Lakes Region 
Charitable Foundation.

Magoon currently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the Northern New Eng-
land School of Banking and Spaulding 
Youth Center and is Board President of 
the Franklin Animal Shelter. He is also 
an Incorporator of the Belknap Econom-
ic Development Council.

Magoon resides in Loudon with his 
wife, Lori. 

Craig Jacobson Becomes Corporator 
of Franklin Savings Bank

Press release
Jeffery B. Savage, CEO, announced 

today that two new Corporators were 
elected at its Annual Meeting of Cor-
porators to Franklin Bancorp, MHC, 
a mutual holding company and parent 
corporation of Franklin Savings Bank. 
Also during the event, 13 employees 
were recognized for a collective 135 
years of service and commitment with 
Franklin Savings Bank.

The newly elected Corporators are 
Craig A. Jacobson and James L. Ma-
son. Jacobson is an IT sales consultant 

and a real estate agent with The Masi-
ello Group. He resides in Andover, New 
Hampshire. Mason, a resident of Frank-
lin, is the owner of the Barn Store of 
New England and Ag Structures LLC 
both located in Salisbury.

During his remarks at the meeting, 
Savage stated, “I am pleased to wel-
come Craig and Jim as newly appointed 
Corporators of our holding company. 
As successful businessmen in their re-
spective communities, they will serve 
as great ambassadors for the bank.”

Andover 
Residents –
Have Books, 
Will Deliver

 The Andover Public Library 
and the 

W.A. Bachelder Library 
can now deliver books to 
housebound residents.

Call the library at 735-5333

CLAYTON A. MILLER 
INC.

Since 1954

PLUMBING 
HEATING

FULLY INSURED

526-4710
Master Plumber License #22C

GOING AWAY?   

Worried About 
Leaving Your Best Friend?      

Mountain High Kennel
The Camp Dogs Love To Come Back To

Grooming by Appointment • 735-6083

Call

Place your order by Feb. 10th and save 10%! 
Choose from ROSES,

BLOOMING PLANTS, FRESH FLOWERS, 
GIFTS, and more!

Call for deliveries!

FOREST  CONE  &  EVERGREEN  SHOP
Kearsarge Valley Road, Wilmot Flat 

DON'T FORGET YOUR VALENTINE 
ON FEBRUARY 14TH

Tel.: 526-6397
Mon 10-5, Wed-Fri 10-5 • Sat 10-2

with extended hours on Valentine's Week

!!
CCCheck us out on n

603-490-6208
Route 4 • Danbury, NH

MJMElectic222@outlook.com
MikeMerrittElectrican.com

• Generator Specialist
• Certifi ed Kohler Technician
• New Construction
• Remodeling

Over 25 years of experience
Fully licensed and Insured

Hand Made! • Solid Wood!
• FURNITURE •

Always Below Cost!
Gimpy’s 

Workshop
252 Switch Road, Andover

“Mike’s Hobby Means Savings To You”

Inner Peace Tai Chi
The Red Barn, Wilmot Flat

Tuesdays 10 -11 A.M.
On-going through the Winter 

Sign-up at Door
4 weeks $30    $8 for drop-ins

For Info: 526-7934 • nesainc@aol.com

TAI CHI 
Moving Meditation

Senior Safe -
Senior Friendly

• Balance

• Flexibility

• Strength

• Mental Concentration oncentration

New Saturday 

New Saturday 
Classes 9-10 AM

Classes 9-10 AMstart Feb 6 

start Feb 6 
ReD Barn, Wilmot

ReD Barn, Wilmot
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February Varsity Athletic 
Schedule at Proctor

Community invited 
to enjoy a game
Scott Allenby, Proctor Academy

Proctor Academy’s athletic depart-
ment encourages members of the com-
munity to attend athletic contests on 
Proctor’s campus this winter! Below is 
a schedule of varsity home games dur-
ing the month February. For a complete 
schedule of games, visit ProctorAcademy.
org/Page/On-Campus/Athletics.
Varsity Ski Races

Feb 3: Alpine Ski Race, 1 PM
Varsity Hockey Games

Feb 5: Girls vs Berwick Academy, 
5:30 PM

Feb 10: Girls vs Brewster Academy, 
4 PM

Feb 12: Girls vs Southfi eld School, 
6 PM

Feb 13: Girls vs Holderness School, 
3:45 PM

Feb 13: Boys vs Kents Hill School, 
6 PM

Feb 17: Boys vs Kimball Union 

Academy, 2:30 PM
Feb 17: Girls vs Hebron Academy, 

4:45 PM
Feb 19: Boys vs Vermont Academy, 

4:30 PM
Feb 20: Girls vs Rivers School, 2 PM
Feb 20: Boys vs New Hampton, 4 PM

Varsity Basketball Games
Feb 6: Girls vs Pingree School, 

3:30 PM
Feb 10: Boys vs Cushing Academy, 

3:30 PM
Feb 12: Girls vs St. Andrew’s School, 

6 PM
Feb 13: Boys vs St. Andrew’s School, 

2:30 PM
Feb 15: Boys vs Holderness School, 

4:30 PM
Feb 17: Girls vs Holderness School, 

3:30 PM
Feb 19: Boys vs Brimmer & May 

School, 6 PM
Feb 26: Boys vs Tilton School, 

4:30 PM
Feb 27: Boys vs Kimball Union, 2:30 PM
 

Proctor Academy boys basketball in action versus Worcester Academy

Excitement, Heart, and Hustle 
for AE/MS Basketball

Boys, girls teams working 
hard and improving
Jim Tucker, AE/MS

The basketball season is well un-
derway at AE/MS. The boys and girls 
teams have begun the season with a lot 
of excitement and enjoyment. Along 
with hustle and heart, the teams have 
taken the court with Eagle pride.

AE/MS is very pleased to announce 
that we have two new coaches joining 
the basketball family this year. The 
girls will be coached by Ms. Michelle 
Keezer, our middle school math teacher 
at AE/MS. The boys will be coached by 
Mr. Michael Pritchard, a recent gradu-
ate of Norwich University, who cur-
rently works for Bonin Architects and 
Associates in New London.

The two teams were on the road for 
their fi rst games of the season, play-
ing against Franklin Middle School. 
Both teams jumped out to commanding 
leads and never looked back for their 
fi rst wins of the season.

The girls played well together as a 
true team should. Excellent passing and 
great defense allowed them to dominate 
on the court. Vienna Marcus shared her 
thoughts on the fi rst game. “My fi rst 
basketball game ever was very excit-
ing. It was totally new and confusing, 

but playing on a girls team with all of 
my friends and pulling off a win was 
beyond exciting!”

The boys created a challenge defen-
sively for Franklin. The boys used their 
tough defense to jump out to a lead. The 
boys took care of the ball and fi nished 
strong for their fi rst win. William Furt-
kamp commented after the game, “I think 
the season has started off really well; 
having some height down low has really 
helped out the team. Winning our fi rst 
game was a good confi dence booster.”

On Saturday, December 12, both 
teams participated in the seventh annual 
Mount Kearsarge Middle School Hoop 
Fest in Sutton. It was a great day of 
basketball and friendly rivalries among 
schools in the local area. The boys and 
girls played several games in one day.

The girls played with a lot of heart 
and improved as the day went on. In the 
end, they did not walk away with any 
wins, fi nishing 0-4 on the day. Ryelle 
Jenifer, a returning player from last 
year, said, “The Hoop Fest at Kearsarge 
was a very fun and exciting experience. 
It showed us that we need to hustle 
more and work on teamwork skills. But 
overall, it was very fun!”

The boys played hard all day long. 
Their hustle kept them in most games. 

White-jersied AE/MS Eagles Jarrett Benson, Robbie Schwendler, and Dillan 
Reed close out the hoop with tough defense from a hard-charging Sunapee 
offense.

See Eagles  on page 37

Andover’s 
Friendly 
Place for 

Great FoodGreat Food
Visit our other locations in 

Sunapee•Bradford•Woodstock 

Quechee•Windsor•Grantham
and at

394 Main St., New London 
526-9202

NEW!NEW!

Gluten-Free 
Gluten-Free 

Pizza!
Pizza!

ANDOVER COMMUNITY 
COFFEEHOUSE & OPEN MIC 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 7:00PM 

Featured Performer CSC Riffed 
www.andoverco eehouse.org

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT LARRY CHASE AT 735-5135 OR LBCHASE@AOL.COM  

DOORS OPEN AT 6:00PM FOR 
LIGHT SUPPER AND OPEN MIC 
SIGN-UPS, FREE ADMISSION 

At Highland Lake Grange Hall, corner of 
Rt. 11 & Chase Hill Rd., E. Andover, N.H. 

OPEN MIC EVERY 3RD FRIDAY

Sponsored by Fenton’s Construction, Inc.

Photo by Ed Schipul

Photo by Steve Colardeau
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On January 22, 27 AE/MS students in grades four through eight partici-
pated in the school-level 2016 Scripps Spelling Bee. Our AE/MS 2016 

Spelling Bee Champion is eighth grader Garrett Munson (above, left). His 
winning championship round word was vague. Garrett will now participate 
in a state spelling bee in Concord on February 27. Good luck, Garrett! 

This year’s runner up is sixth grader Brynne Makechnie (above, right). 
Third place was held by the sole fourth grade participant, Jeremiah Dash-
naw. We C-O-N-G-R-A-T-U-L-A-T-E you all!

Below are the AE/MS participants in the 2016 Scripps Spelling Bee. 
Back: Ethan Hughes, Riley Keezer, Ronan Walsh, Garrett Munson, Sadie 
Barton, Lilly Furtkamp, Brynne Makechnie, Lily Menard, Sasha MacKenzie. 
Third row: Elijah Wakeman, Tori Braley, Cyrus King, River Turnbull, Hunter 
Hawks. Second row: Jeremiah Dashnaw, Lagan Salathe, Helen Armstrong, 
Jaimes Southworth, Cedar Kiedaisch, Morganne Budgett, Sophia Reyn-
olds. First row: Garrett Niemyer, Robbie Schwendler, Kyleigh Fanny, Sierra 
Provost, Natalie Hughes. Missing: Emmy Abrahamson, Dylan Sylvestre

 Caption: Amanda Lauster

Andover Girls So  ball 
Plans Its 2016 Season

Join the board at 
March 6 meeting
Melissa Thompson, AGS

Another new Andover Girls Softball 
(AGS) season will be creeping up on us 
before you know it. Starting this year’s 
season, our board is having a few turn-
overs and would welcome anyone inter-
ested in joining us to come to our meet-
ing on Sunday, March 6, at 9 AM at the 
AE/MS gym. Without a board, there 
would be no program for these girls, 
ages 4 to 14. Come and get involved.

Also, keep watch, school parents: 

There will be sign-up sheets going 
home from school. Please send them 
back as soon as possible, or drop them 
off when you come to AE/MS for par-
ent breakfast on Friday, March 18.

There is a lot of preparation to do be-
fore the season, and we hate to see a girl 
left behind. We take ages from 4 to 14; 
they can be at AE/MS, home-schooled, 
or just in our district.

Keep watch for other sign-up dates, 
or contact Melissa Thompson at 455-
4622 with any questions. Also, “like” 
Andover Girls Softball on Facebook to 
see any postings. 

Stop in for a hot coff ee and fresh breakfast sandwich!

Try our Winter coff ee fl avors: Pumpkin Spice,
Toasted Almond & Winter Spice

We sell Green Mtn. K-Cups – 24 for $12.99
Great Selection and Price!

193 Main Street, Andover193 Main Street, Andover Call ahead:  Call ahead: 735-5406735-5406

Tilton Medical Assoc., PLLC
243 East Main St, Tilton • 286-8907

Dr M. Jonathan Mishcon

Tilton Medical Associates are proud to 
support The Andover Beacon.

Diane FowlerDiane Fowler
10 Lawrence St. 735-5114 Fax 735-6141

Pine Hill XC Ski Area • New London

Need NORDIC Ski INSTRUCTION Tune Up?
Take a Ski Class with Nancy Schlosser

1 Hour private class  $35.
TRY our new BRUCE CRAWFORD classic ski trail,

PineHillSkiClub.com • jschloss@tds.net • 381-8685
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Geography Bee Returns to AE/MS
Cedar Kiedaisch 
advances to next level
Jim Tucker, AE/MS social studies

The Geography Bee has made a re-
turn this year to Andover. Eight geog-
raphy experts of Andover Elementary/
Middle School competed for the title of 
AE/MS Geography Bee Champion.

The competition began with every 
student in grades fi ve through eight 
competing for a spot in the second 
round of the Geography Bee. With 
questions ranging from world geog-
raphy to United States geography, the 
challenge for the students was at a very 
high level.

The fi nalists – fi fth graders Helen 
Armstrong and Dominick McCord, 

sixth graders Dana Buswell and Riv-
er Turnbull, seventh graders Cedar 
Kiedaisch and Jim Clough, and eighth 
graders Will Furtkamp and Garrett 
Munson – faced each other head to head 
in front of a supportive audience of their 
fellow classmates. The fi nal round was 
in the same open format as the prelimi-
nary rounds.

The students put forth a fabulous ef-
fort, and the competition was full of en-
tertainment. In the end, seventh grader 
Cedar Kiedaisch rose through the ranks 
to win the fi nal round and the right to 
call herself Andover 2015-2016 Geog-
raphy Bee Champ.

The next step for Cedar is to submit 
an online test and hope she makes the 
grade to be selected to compete at the 
state level. AE/MS staff, students, and 
the Andover community wish Cedar 
“Good Luck!” 

SHARE Day Promises 
Great Fun on May 13

Volunteers needed to 
make the day special
Gisela Darling
SHARE Day co-ordinator

This year’s SHARE DAY (See 
How the Arts Reach Everyone) will 
take place on Friday, May 13, at the 
Andover Elementary/Middle School. 
This special day, which offers students 
workshops in art-related topics, crafts, 
sports, and music, brings community 
members into the classrooms to share 
their talent and hobbies.

As we do every year, we rely on 
the community’s involvement to make 
this day a successful experience for all 

students. We would like to encourage 
everyone to share their talents or inter-
est and be part of this special day. Vol-
unteers are needed to lead a two-hour 
workshop and/or assist with a workshop 
or help the lower grades with their ac-
tivities

SHARE Day has been part of our 
school events since 1989, and we are 
looking forward to many more to come.

For more information, please contact 
Gisela Darling, workshop coordinator, 
at 735-5681 or SDarling@tds.net, or call 
the school at 735-5494.

Forms for signing up will be avail-
able at the school after the February va-
cation. From December 7 to December 13, in celebration of Computer Science 

Education Week, millions of students throughout the world learned 
the basics of computer science. The Hour of Code is designed to inspire 
students of all backgrounds to consider a career in software engineering. 
Students learned the basic concepts of computer science using Blockly, a 
drag-and-drop programming tool, to generate executable code. Blockly is 
used to teach programming concepts such as loops and conditionals. 

At AE/MS, all students in grades one through eight had the opportunity 
to code using themes of Star Wars, Minecraft, Plants vs Zombies, and 
Angry Birds. (In this photo, Dannicka Dlubac and Al Dudek take a quick 
break.) Students may explore more at Code.org, a Seattle-based non-profi t 
dedicated to giving every student in every school the opportunity to learn 
computer science and expanding participation by girls and students of 
color.  Photo and caption: Heidi Unger

AE/MS Honor Roll, 
First Trimester 2015-2016

5th Grade High Honors
Caleb Warzocha

5th Grade Honors
Helen Armstrong
Brandon Dukette
Ani McIntyre
Lagan Salathe
Zealen Therrien

6th Grade High Honors
Maura Kelly
Sasha MacKenzie
Brynne Makechnie
Lillian Menard
Sophia Reynolds

6th Grade Honors
Adam Barry
Morganne Budgett
Bryson Cate
Fenn Davis
Anthony Hammond
Wesley Koziol
Garrett Niemyer

Jesse Niemyer
River Turnbull

7th Grade High Honors
Katherine Bent
Kyleigh Fanny
Lillian Furtkamp
Cedar Kiedaisch
Jaimes Southworth

7th Grade Honors
Sadie Barton

8th Grade High Honors
William Furtkamp
Ryelle Jenifer
Riley Keezer
Vienna Marcus

8th Grade Honors
Victoria Braley
Hunter Hawks
Chase Keyser
Robert Schwendler
Ronan Walsh 

ANDOVER SCHOOL DISTRICT
20 School Street

Andover, NH 03216
www.aemseagles.org

SUBSTITUTES NEEDED
Andover Elementary/Middle School is seeking substitutes for 

a variety of positions; including teacher substitutes, classroom 
assistant substitutes and kitchen assistants.

All applicants must submit letter of introduction, resume, 
three current letters of reference, completed application, and all 
transcripts (if relevant) to the address above or electronically to 
gparenteau@aemseagles.org. EOEMONITOR—SECURE—DISPOSE 

www.franklinnh.org 

Nearly 9 out of  10 poisoning deaths are 
caused by drugs. 

        *CDC 

PREVENT DRUG 
POISONING. 

 
Franklin has a FREE and 

ANONYMOUS medication 
collection box located at 
Franklin Police Station. 

• Well Equipped 
• Owner Operated 
• 22 Years Experience

Guillemette
Tree Service

Ken Guillemette
Biologist - UMass

735-5829
(C) 398-0221

Proven Tree Care…Proven Tree Care… SERVICING HOMEOWNERS,
CONTRACTORS & MUNICIPALITIES

Dry 
Firewood

GOT NEWS?
Mail@AndoverBeacon.com  • 735-6099
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Second Graders Spot a 
Bigfoot Footprint at AE/MS

So they write a rap
about the creature
Jen Bent, AE/MS

On January 14, Declan Bisson, a sec-
ond grader at AE/MS, made a remark-
able discovery. He found a 15-inch (he 
measured) footprint in the snow near 
the playground.

He is quite sure it is a print of an 
adult Bigfoot. He is hoping to fi nd more 
clues in the future.

After making this discovery, Declan 
and classmate Lydia Thisell penned a 
rap inspired by the elusive Squatch:

What are you going to do with big, 
giant feet?

You’re going to stomp, stomp, stomp, 
stomp, stomp, stomp, stomp.

BOOM!
What are you going to do with big, 

red eyes?
You’re going to stare, stare, stare, 

stare, stare, stare, stare.
BOOM!
What are you going to do with big, 

giant fi sts?

You’re going to punch, punch, punch, 
punch, punch, punch, punch.

BOOM!
What are you going to do with a big, 

hairy body?
You’re going to bump, bump, bump, 

bump, bump, bump, bump.
BOOM! 

Declan Bisson and Lydia Thisell, AE/
MS squatchers and rap composers.
 Photo: Jen Bent

They fi nished with a record of 2-3. Ri-
ley Keezer, an eighth grader, stated, “I 
thought Hoop Fest at Kearsarge was an 
eye-opening experience for the team. It 
helped us realize that we need to work as 
a team, which paid off in the long run.”

Overall it was an awesome day of 
basketball. Both teams made some new 
friends from other schools and contin-
ued to work on their team basketball 
skills. Way to go, Eagles!

The AE/MS Eagles traveled to 
Campton on January 6. The night started 
with the girls middle school game. The 
girls started out strong. They moved the 
ball well with passes and played well as a 
team. With a lot of hustle, they stayed in 
the game. In the end, Campton was just 
too much for the Lady Eagles.

The boys came out on fi re. With 
good defense, the team stayed with 
Campton the whole way. They rallied 
in the fourth quarter; with fi ve seconds 
left, they pulled within three points. But 
the boys lost in the end, 33-30.

The Eagles really got no rest, as they 
played the next night against their local 
rivals from Sunapee.

The girls struggled early with Suna-
pee’s half-court press. They were able to 
settle down a little and make some nice 
passes. The girls continued to show a 
lot of heart as the strong Sunapee team 

was just too much for them.
The boys battled all night with 

Sunapee. With great rebounding and 
tough defense, they held off a strong-
charging Sunapee team. The boys held 
the lead in the fourth quarter and pulled 
off another win.

Andover Girls Basketball team came 
up short in the game against Kearsarge 
but certainly didn’t go down without a 
fi ght. The entire team improved on be-
coming more aggressive on defense, 
with boxing out underneath and putting 
pressure on the ball. Our defense re-
ally came out strong in the second half 
and held Kearsarge to only scoring six 
points. Keep up the great work!

The Andover boys started the sec-
ond game at Kearsarge a little fl at. This 
allowed the Kearsarge team to jump out 
to an early lead. With great teamwork, 
the Eagles battled back to regain the 
lead. With everyone getting good play-
ing time and awesome leadership from 
the eighth graders, the team was able 
to hold off the Kearsarge Cougars for a 
three-point victory. Way to go, Eagles!

Both teams have been working hard 
and are improving their skill level with 
each game. The rest of the season will 
be full of some very exciting games. 
Come out and enjoy some excellent 
basketball. Please check out the school 
Web site for the schedule and for up-
dates of the teams’ great progress. 

Eagles  from page 34

IImagination magination 
nnnn An Early Enrichment 

Program

Quality, aff ordable, hands-on care • Open year round, 7:30 to 5:30
Call Doreen for more information: 735-5900

45 North Street, Andover • ImaginationInn@gmail.com

Infant / Toddler Program
Full and Part Time 

Preschool Programs
Afterschool Care

TNTTNT
AUTOBODYAUTOBODY

Tom Heath • tntautobody@tds.net
8 Stewart St. • Andover • 735-4360
215 Lake St. • Bristol • 744-8448

Main Street, New London
(Across from the Gazebo)

363 Days A Year To Serve You...
Ice Creams • Ice Cream Cakes
Yogurts • Sorbets • Brownies &

Cookies • Gourmet Coffees & Hot
Chocolates • Cafe au Lait • Latte
Flavored & Regular Caf & Decaf

Herb & Regular Bigelow Teas
Espressos & Cappuccinos

526-9477
WINTER HOURS

Sun-Thur 11:30 to at least 8
Fri & Sat 11:30 to at least 9

AndoverBeacon.com !
For the 

latest news 
from Andover 

and area 
events, 

visit 
the Beacon’s 

Web site 
all month long.

Colonial Pharmacy
New London Shopping Center
New London • 526-2233 • 1- 8OO- 615 - 262O
Open Monday thru Friday 8 am - 8 pm; Saturday 8 am - 6 pm;  Sunday 8 am - 5 pm
ColonialPharmacy.com

More than a Pharmacy.

Always Helpful Pharmacists
Health & Beauty Aids • Stationery • Carlton Cards
Toys • Russell Stover Candies • Maple Products
Homegoods • Souvenirs & Gifts • Personal Care
Appliances • Newspapers & Magazines 
and many Seasonal Items

S&P AUTO
720 Main Street • Andover

Scott Palmer      526-9528 nights: 927-4629 Phil LeBrecht



AndoverBeacon.com Mail@AndoverBeacon.com 735-6099

Page 38 • The Andover Beacon • February 2016

AE/MS students Ollie Grotnes, Jon Grodin, Daniel Shedd, and Ben New-
ton proudly display a giant “tree bracket fungus,” or shelf fungus. It is 

a polypore found mostly on our state tree, the birch. This speciman, how-
ever, was found on a 150-year-old maple on Main Street. Each ring on the 
fungus indicates one growing season, so the students think it is about 47 
years old. Jason Grodin (Jon’s dad) discovered the fungus in a tree near the 
school and asked that it be treated carefully when the tree was cut down 
so it would remain whole. He estimated the weight to be 38 to 42 pounds. 
New Hampshire Fish and Game biologists said it could be one of the larg-
est shelf fungi found and harvested. It’s a once-in-a-lifetime fi nd. It has 
been donated to AE/MS. We are letting it dry for a few weeks, and then we 
hope to decorate it for display! Photo and caption: Gretchen Hildebrand

Proctor Students and Faculty 
Engage in Political Process

Attending candidate
rallies around the state
Scott Allenby, Proctor Academy

Proctor AP Government students 
Jack Hall ’16, Burke Hildner ’16, Jack 
Lynch ’16, and Chandler Devaney ’17 
meet with Jeb Bush following a rally in 
November, part of Proctor’s efforts to 
engage students in the political process 
in New Hampshire.

While we are all ready for the polls 
and endless campaign calls to end with 
the New Hampshire Presidential Pri-
mary approaching, the campaign sea-
son has been a powerful learning expe-
rience for Proctor students and faculty. 
Throughout the fall and winter months, 
teachers have consistently offered op-
portunities for students to engage in 
the political process by attending rallies 
across the state.

AP Government and US History 
teacher Brenda Godwin brought stu-
dents to a Jeb Bush rally in Novem-
ber, and Psychology and US History 
teacher Fiona Mills not only was able 
to attend President Obama’s State of the 
Union Address in January, but has also 
brought students to a number of Hillary 
Clinton events across New England. 
Learning Skills teacher Joan Saunders 
has also engaged students in the politi-
cal process by bringing a group of stu-
dents to a Bernie Sanders rally.

Additionally, on Tuesday, February 9, 
advisors will bring Proctor students 18 
years and older to Andover Elementary/
Middle School to exercise their right to 
vote. As students study the Constitution 
and learn how the United States govern-
ment operates, there is no better way to 
live that learning than to engage in the 
political process fi rst hand. 

Proctor AP Government students Jack Hall ’16, Burke Hildner ’16, Jack Lynch 
’16, and Chandler Devaney ’17 meet with Jeb Bush following a rally in No-
vember, part of Proctor’s efforts to engage students in the political process 
in New Hampshire.

Santa’s right-hand man, Liam Fecteau, hurried to report for duty on De-
cember 22, the last school day of 2015.

PARENTS: HOW ARE THE KIDS?
Parents, please help the Beacon keep alive the connection between 

your grown kids and the community they grew up in! 
Send news of how they’re doing in college, in their careers, engagements, 

marriages, babies, promotions, etc. Everyone in town takes great pride in 
seeing how “our” kids turn out – please help us keep them up to date. 

Send news and pictures to Articles@AndoverBeacon.com!

We know you’ve been meaning 
to support the Beacon, but you just 

haven’t quite gotten... 

Well, now you’ve got one!Well, now you’ve got one!
PLEASE SEND A CHECK TODAY!

Donations (not including $30 for each out-of-town or gift subscription) are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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Proctor Academy Donates $5,000
to Andover Police Department

To upgrade
communication technology
Scott Allenby, Proctor Academy

The relationship between Proctor 
Academy and the Town of Andover 
has been very special to both parties 
throughout Proctor’s 168-year history. 
Proctor is fortunate to periodically have 
opportunities to contribute to the Town 
in ways that advance and strengthen 
that relationship.

In January, Proctor announced a gift 

of $5,000 to the Andover Police Depart-
ment. It is the school’s intention that the 
money will be used to upgrade com-
munication technology and equipment, 
and any additional purposes at the dis-
cretion of the Chief of Police.

On behalf of everyone within the 
Proctor community, thank you to the 
Andover Police Department for your 
tireless efforts to keep our students, fac-
ulty, staff, town, and greater commu-
nity safe. 

osity and community spirit! Thank you 
to all for making Andover the special 
community that it is, including:

• Andover Congregational Church
• American Legion Crosby-Gilbert 

Post 101
• Andover Fortnightly Club
• Andover Lions Club
• Andover Snowmobile Club

Thank You  from page 40 • First Baptist Church of New Londo
• Immaculate Conception Church
• Kearsarge F&AM Masonic Lodge
• Kearsarge Unitarian Universalist 

Church
• Our Lady of Fatima Church
• NH Circle of Home and Family
• Proctor Academy
• Tilton Medical Associates
.... and many, many more kind indi-

viduals and families 

Madison Square Garden, followed by 
dinner at the Hard Rock Cafe. As eve-
ning sets, in we’ll ready for a night view 
of the city from the Empire State Build-
ing Observatory. Finally, we’ll head to 
our hotel by way of the Theater District 
and Times Square.

The next morning, after a good night’s 
sleep (right, students?), we head into the 
city bright and early to board a ferry to 
the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. 
Then we are back on our bus and headed 
to the National September 11 Memorial 
and Museum. From past trips, we know 
to allow for lots of time at the museum. It 
is not meant to be rushed through. 

After the museum, we’ll visit Green-
wich Village and then SoHo. We’ll 
make a quick wardrobe change in order 
to dress for dinner and a show. We’ll 
dine at Buca di Beppo and then it’s off 
to Broadway to see Matilda at the Shu-
bert Theatre. It will be late when we re-
turn to the hotel, but we’ll have had the 
full NYC experience.

We’ll be up early, and after breakfast 
we’ll tour Upper Manhattan, including 

the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, 
Riverside Church, Grant’s Tomb, and 
then Harlem. Then we’ll head to Cen-
tral Park and spend some time. We’ll 
see Strawberry Fields, the Bethesda 
Fountain, and the Alice in Wonderland 
sculpture. Our last stop will be at the 
American Museum of Natural History, 
where we will take time to explore the 
exhibits.

Then it’s time to board the bus for 
the trip home.The weary travelers will 
return to Andover with lots of great 
memories from their last trip together 
as a class.

As mentioned, fundraising is un-
derway. If anyone has any creative and 
profi table fundraising ideas, please let 
us know. It is sometimes diffi cult in a 
small town to fundraise, because we 
want to be respectful of other organiza-
tions who are also fundraising. We also 
don’t want to keep taking money from 
the same people over and over again.

However, we are not afraid of 
hard work! Let us know if you’ve got 
some projects or ideas. Of course, 
donations are always accepted and 
very appreciated. 

Trip  from page 40

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

$8.00

A Family Medical Practice - Pediatrics to Geriatrics      A Medical Home

276 Newport Road
The Gallery, Suite 107

New London
526-4144 • LifeLongCare.net

Kathleen M. Kidder, APRNKathleen M. Kidder, APRN
Monique Rossignol, APRNMonique Rossignol, APRN
Tiffany Sykes, APRNTiffany Sykes, APRN
Elizabeth Falicon, APRNElizabeth Falicon, APRN

ALL & AWL REPAIR
Outdoor Power Equipment Sales & Service

Harness & Tack Repair

Ariens Lawnmowers and Snowblowers
Hustler Turf Equipment 1719 Route 114
Husqvarna Chainsaws North Sutton
Tanaka 927-4973 • Fax 927-4407
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Sophia Reynolds in 
Championships in New Mexico

Running with Granite 
State Flash team
Jim Tucker, AE/MS

On Saturday, December 
12, Sophia Reynolds fi nished 
her cross country season at the 
National Junior Olympic Cross 
Country Championships in Al-
buquerque, New Mexico. After 
the Middle School State Meet, 
Sophia joined the Granite State 
Flash Club’s 11- and 12-year-
old girls team.

Sophia qualifi ed for the Re-
gion 1 Championship Meet 
with a team victory and 9th 
place fi nish in the New Eng-
land Association Meet. The 
Flash Club also won the Region 
1 Championship, and Sophia 
placed 19th to qualify the team 
for the National Meet.

The National Champion-
ship was held at the Balloon 
Fiesta Park in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. Race day was 
35 degrees and rainy, but the 
team was excited. Sophia had 
her best start of the year, and 
the team ran well. The team 
exceeded expectations, getting 
10th out of 23 teams. Sophia 
ran a great race, coming in 

139th out of 301 athletes. It was the best 
performance ever for a Flash Club team 
at the 5,000 feet altitude in Albuquer-
que. Congratulations, Sophia! 

Sophia Reynolds ran with the Granite State 
Flash team in the Junior Olympic Cross Coun-
try National Championships in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico on December 12. Sophia ran a 
great race (at nearly a mile in altitude!), fi n-
ishing 139 out of 301 racers and helping her 
team to 10th place out of 23 teams.

Proctor Ski Area 
Celebration on February 5

Community invited to an
evening of skiing and boarding
Press release

Proctor Academy invites the 
Andover community to join us at the 
Proctor Ski Area on Friday, February 5, 
for an evening of skiing, food, and fun 
to celebrate the unique role the Proctor 
Ski Area plays in the ski world. Bring 

your alpine skis, nordic skis, and snow-
boards to enjoy freshly-groomed trails 
and outdoor fi res blazing to keep you 
warm. A hearty meal will be served at 
Yarrow’s Lodge, free of charge.

Nordic skiing will begin at 3:30 PM, 
and lifts will be running for alpine ski-
ing from 5 to 8:30 PM. Please RSVP to 
Debbie Krebs at Events@ProctorAcad-
emy.org or 735-6215. 

The annual Torch Light Parade will be a highlight of the Proctor Ski Area Cel-
ebration again this year.

Thank You, Andover!
Many generous people 
make Andover special
Jane Slayton, AE/MS principal

“You won’t understand the un-
abashed power of community, until you 
are part of one.” ~Anonymous

Most Beacon readers knew Don 
Gross, who died on January 7, as an 
embodiment of community spirit. Don 
holds a very special place in our hearts.

Our last visit with him at AE/MS 
was when he stopped by the school of-
fi ce before Christmas to generously of-
fer money to help families. We could 
count on Don.

As generous as he was, Don was 
by no means the only bighearted guy 
in town. As we say farewell to both 
Don and 2015, our Andover commu-
nity spirit and sense of caring remains 
strong. Your generous support this year 
has been overwhelming.

During the holidays, the Andover 
Elementary/Middle School offi ce again 
became a community distribution cen-
ter for the gifts, meals, clothes, money, 
and gift cards you brought in to be 
matched with families. The annual pro-
cess is extraordinary to watch and al-
ways reassures both Gail Parenteau and 
me that our community is indeed extra 
special. It is always handled with confi -
dentiality and respect for the recipients.

What is also heartwarming to wit-
ness is that several families who were 
the recipients of help in the past now 
come forward to extend that same gen-
erous help to others.

During the holidays and throughout 
the year, many individuals, families, 
and organizations regularly receive 
support. The help and assistance is ap-
preciated.

Thank you for your continued gener-

AE/MS Eighth Grade 
Plans an Amazing Trip to NYC

Fundraising ideas 
needed!
Jane Slayton, AE/MS principal

Start spreading the news
We’re leaving in June
We want to be a part of it
New York, New York ...
(with apologies to lyricist Fred Ebb)
Eighth grade students and staff 

members will spend June 1, 2, and 3 in 
New York City. Fundraising efforts are 
underway. You will see students out and 
about selling raffl e tickets, babysitting, 
putting on breakfasts and dinners, and 
hosting movie nights and dances. We 
are always looking for new fundraising 
ideas.

We have been taking our students to 
New York City for the past few years, 
but this year much more has been added 
to our itinerary.

Day One fi nds us arriving at AE/MS 
very early and boarding our bus. Other 
than a few necessary rest area stops 
along the way, our fi rst real stop will be 
Grand Central Station. All aboard!

Next up is Rockefeller Center and St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral, followed by a little 
window shopping along Fifth Avenue. 
Students will see Saks Fifth Avenue, 
Trump Tower, Tiffany and Company, 
and the Apple Store while getting fresh 
air and exercise.

Then we have a backstage tour of 

The AE/MS Class of 2016: (front) Desiree Langlois, Kayla Meserve, Hunter 
Hawks, Tori Braley, Robbie Schwendler, (middle) Alexis Guyer, Dillan Reed, 
Will Furtkamp, Elijah Wakeman, Ryelle Jenifer, (back) Riley Keezer, Caleb 
Chevarie, Madalyn Goodwin, Ronan Walsh, Chase Keyser, Garrett Munson, 
Cyrus King. Missing: Vienna Marcus, Ethan Hughes, Ethan Davis.

See Trip  on page 39

See Thank You  on page 39


